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AIPH Secretary General Report 

September 2020 – January 2021 

Tim Briercliffe 

Meetings – 72nd Annual Congress 2020 

The Annual Congress had to take 
place as a virtual event due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Despite some technical challenges 
with the online platform, the ‘Recovery 
from Crisis’ conference and the Expo 
Conference were well received by 
delegates.  The content was high 
quality.  All presentations can be 
viewed at http://aiph.org/international-
virtual-conference-2020/ and 
http://aiph.org/expo-conference-2020/.  
The press release following the 
conference can be viewed at 
http://aiph.org/aiph_new/resilience-and-positivity-in-the-face-of-adversity-at-the-aiph-
recovery-from-crisis-conference/.  

The event highlighted the resilience of the industry as it emerges from the pandemic crisis.  
It also provided an optimistic outlook for the future of the sector. 

Meetings – Spring Meeting 2021 

The decision was made to hold this meeting again as a virtual, online event.  The dates are 
as follows: 

 16 March - Expo Conference (http://aiph.org/the-expo-conference/)  
 18 March – General Meeting 
 24 March – Plant Health Conference (http://aiph.org/planthealthconference/)  
 22 April – Green City Conference 

The conferences will last about 4-5 hours and the General Meeting 2 hours.  The Hopin 
platform will be used for events and attendance is free-of-charge.  Sponsorship is confirmed 
from Royal FloraHolland and IGMPR so far. 

Meetings – 73rd Annual Congress 2021 

It is proposed that this meeting will 
take place from 27 September to 1 
October 2021 in Ghent, Belgium.  
We are currently selecting a hotel 
and in discussion with AVBS to 
develop a tour programme for 
professional visits and 
accompanying persons.  
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International Grower of the Year Awards (IGOTY) 

Following the cancellation of the 2021 event plans are being developed to re-launch in 
Spring 2021 for the 2022 awards.  

Expos – see Exhibitions Committee Report 

Green City – see Green City Committee Report 

Novelty Protection – See Ornamentals Production Committee Report 

Plant Health – See Ornamentals Production Committee Report 

FloraCulture International (FCI) 

A new FCI website launched in February 2021  

The following webinars were run in December: 

 Preparing for Brexit – plants and trees (with World Horti 
Centre) – 2 December 
 Preparing for Brexit – cut flowers (with World Horti 
Centre) – 4 December 
 Understanding IP in the green supply chain (with 
CIOPORA) – 8 December 

Recordings can be viewed on the AIPH website. A webinar 
plan for 2021 has been developed: 

23 February – China – understanding the market 

27 April – The wedding market 

22 June – Global potted foliage plant industry 

24 August – Mexico 

2 November – Growing media 

It has been a very difficult period for selling advertising and this has continued into 2021.  
There will be greater emphasis in future on the digital magazine, website and digital 
communications.   
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Statistical Yearbook 

The 2020 edition is now published and available on the AIPH members area. 

Global Industry Intelligence Centre 

Following the recruitment of a new Digital Marketing & Communications Executive, Hannah 
Pinnells, the Comms team can be re-arranged to free up Ron’s time for developing the 
Global Industry Intelligence Centre (GIIC).   

Work will start with re-establishing the regional expert committees and developing the report 
structure for the information dashboard system.  Work will then commence to populate the 
dashboard. 

We are looking to recruit an intern from Wageningen to work for six months in support of this 
programme.  Lauren Yu is Chinese and so can help us in specifically strengthening content 
for China. 

AIPH has a contract with our member in Turkey to run a virtual trade mission for Turkish 
growers to promote their products to buyers in the Netherlands and Belgium.  See 
https://turkishflowersb2b.com/ for more details. 

Flower Auction Market Group 

The last meeting took place in Holambra, Brazil, following the Spring Meeting.   Elena is in 
discussion with the group and it is likely that a meeting of IT experts from auctions will take 
place virtually in Feb or March.  

AIPH Website 

A new website has been launched in February.  This is a substantial development compared 
to the previous site and has been developed to facilitate continuous development especially 
in areas like Green City and Expos. 

 

The site also incorporates FCI and will be the home for the newly published online Green 
City Guidelines. 
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Secretariat 

AIPH has recruited a Digital Marketing & Communications 
Executive, Ms. Hannah Pinnells. Hannah will drive the 
development of AIPH and FCI digital activity including 
strengthening social media activity and promotion of AIPH 
events and initiatives.  Hannah can be contacted on 
Hannah.pinnells@aiph.org.    

Due to lockdowns and travel restrictions the Secretariat have 
continued to work from home with regular online 
communication. 

Membership 

Membership discussions are continuing with New Zealand, Ukraine, Spain, Ethiopia, 
Ecuador, Bulgaria, Jamaica, Uganda, Costa Rica, Guatemala, Portugal, Zimbabwe, South 
Africa, Nepal, Kenya and India 

Communications 

AIPH newsletters have been issued, the website updated and press releases issued.  These 
can be viewed at http://aiph.org/latest-news/.   

Miscellaneous 

Iranian Ornamental Horticulture Congress – Tim Briercliffe gave a presentation on growing 
the global market for ornamentals as part of this event on 26 January. 

Host City Conference – Tim Briercliffe gave a presentation and joined a panel as part of the 
Host City conference 

AIPH contributed to the ‘Fill the Distance’ campaign to stimulate plant and flower sales 
https://www.flowercouncil.co.uk/campaign/presenting-fill-the-distance-with-beauty-campaign  

Other Organisations 

BIE – Attended the BIE General Assembly (virtual) on 1 December.  During this event the 
change of dates for Expo 2023 Doha Qatar was approved. 

ENA (European Nurserystock Association) – A meeting is planned with the incoming Chair 
of ENA, Mr. Henk Raaijmakers to discuss collaboration opportunities, especially with Green 
City. 

ELCA – have launched an initiative called SoGreen.  CNLA have stimulated renewed 
contact with AIPH. 

World Horti Centre – we partnered with WHC for the Brexit webinars and we are discussing 
further areas for collaboration including a ‘power of plants’ exhibit within WHC and 
supporting the WHC expansion in China. 

CIOPORA – we have partnered with CIOPORA for a webinar and in submitting lobbying 
letters to EU. 

 

Tim Briercliffe 

Secretary General 


