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Terminology
Green infrastructure

Sustainable cities
Nature -based solutions

Urban forest

Urban forests can be defined as networks or systems comprising all woodlands, groups of trees, and individual trees 
located in urban and peri-urban areas; they include, therefore, forests, street trees, trees in parks and gardens, and 
trees in derelict corners. Urban forests are the backbone of the green infrastructure, bridging rural and urban areas 
ŀƴŘ ŀƳŜƭƛƻǊŀǘƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŦƻƻǘǇǊƛƴǘΦ 

FAO. 2016. Guidelines on urban and peri-urban forestry, by F. Salbitano, S. Borelli, M. Conigliaroand Y. Chen. FAO Forestry Paper No.178. Rome, Food 

and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations. 



Urban forest initiatives
Ψ¢ƘŜ ǳǊōŀƴ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ŎƻƳǇǊƛǎŜǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ 
trees in the urban realm ςin public 
and private spaces, along linear 
routes and waterways and in 
amenity areas. It contributes to 
green infrastructure and the wider 
ǳǊōŀƴ ŜŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳΦΩ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ƻŦ 
Chartered Foresters, UK



Urban forest initiatives

London: 
More than 8 million trees

21% Canopy cover

£126.1 million value in pollution removal

Most common species: Birch, Lime, Apple, 

Sycamore, Oak, Hawthorn

£132.7 million value of total benefits

Replacement value of £6.12 billion

.

Beijing:
Green cover increased from 3.4% in 1949 to 26%.

55% are of four genera (Populus, Sabina, Sophora

and Robinia)

16% are fruit trees

Ambition to initiate urban forests in all 16 precincts.

.



Urban forest initiatives

City of Melbourne :

Increase canopy cover from 22% to 40% by 2040

Rebalance diversity of species and age

Developed a database of all 70,000 trees ï

interactive

http://melbourneurbanforestvisual.com.au/#mapexp
lore

i-Tree assessment

.

Vancouver:
40% tree cover over city area of 1,206km2 

2.1% evergreen cover

125,854 trees planted since 2010

Removes 1.740 t of air pollution per annum

.

http://melbourneurbanforestvisual.com.au/#mapexplore


Forests are complex systems

TheUrban forestis theecosystem containing 
all the trees, plantsandassociated animalsin theurban environment, both in 

andaround the cityςSands 2005.


