
Annex – 9 - AIPH General Meeting - 19 October 2021 
 

Green City Committee Report 

March to September 2021 

Prepared by Dr Audrey Timm, Technical Advisor, AIPH  

 

Green City Guidelines 

The AIPH 2020 Green City Guidelines were launched at the AIPH Green City conference in 
April 2021 https://aiph.org/green-city/guidelines-2020/. The profile of the guidelines as an 
online resource has been enhanced by their inclusion on the ICLEI CitiesWithNature (CWN) 
Tools and Resources hub https://www.citieswithnature.org/tools-and-resources/#.The 
Guidelines are presented on the hub as 7 separate tools, each with a brief introduction and a 
link to the AIPH Green City Guidelines website. AIPH website analytics indicate that CWN is 
a top route for driving traffic to the AIPH website. 

 

 

A case study template is now available which will enable new case studies to be added to an 
APIH Green City Case Study library, further positioning the AIPH Green City website as a 
knowledge resource. AIPH members are invited to submit case studies using the template. 
https://aiph.org/green-city-case-study-library/  
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Industry-focused case studies are proposed that highlight the essential role that the 
ornamental horticulture industry plays in successful delivery of Green City projects. It is 
becoming a common theme in our conversations with potential partners for the AIPH World 
Green City Awards that our industry is vital in creating the bridge between the principles and 
the practice of city greening: we need to be more visible, more vocal, and more assertive about 
our relevance. More and more it is being recognised that plant knowledge is required for 
decision making, whether it is for urban forests, green roofs, or home gardens. In selecting 
sites/projects for these horticultural case studies we will work closely with member 
organisations that can add to the bidirectional linkages between specification and availability, 
and the practical academics who are generating knowledge. 5 case studies are proposed. 

Green City Awards/Standards 

The AIPH World Green City Awards were 
launched in April 2021 at the AIPH Green City 
conference. The 2022 edition of the Awards was 
opened for entries in July 2021. Entries are 
coming in, with cities considering that there is 
plenty of time to prepare their entry before entries 
close on 15th March 2022.  

Timothy Blatch has been contracted to raise 
global awareness of the Awards and to attract 
partners and entries. Timothy’s background with 
ICLEI has been very beneficial to the Awards for 
connecting with global organisations, and in 

further developing partnerships for the awards. Creating an awareness of AIPH at this global 
level has been very positive, and we are definitely welcomed and perceived as an organisation 
that is essential to fulfilling shared ambitions for a greener world. 

 

Through this growing consortium of supporting partners we are able to reach a large global 
network of cities who we hope will submit high-quality entries for the AIPH World Green City 
Awards. These supporting partners will also assist in awareness-raising and promotion of the 
Awards and in sharing news of the Award winners in due course. Through collaboration with 
the growing network of partners, we are already starting to see increased traction for the AIPH 
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World Green City Awards, as well as improved promotion opportunities through their relevant 
media and social channels.  

AIPH secured a media partnership with Cities Today (https://cities-today.com/ ) and has an 
agreement in place to run a campaign on their online platform. This will begin in October with 
intensive promotional activities to attract entries in the third quarter of 2021. 

The proposed venue for the 2022 Awards ceremony of Expo Floriade Almere is looking 
promising, with George Franke liaising on behalf of AIPH. We have a tentative venue and date 
under discussion. 

AIPH continues to progress discussions to attract funding for the Awards and other AIPH 
activities.  

World Green City Organisation 

There has been no further development of the World Green City Organisation concept. AIPH 
continues to explore promising leads. 

Green City Conferences 

The AIPH 2021 Green City conference was held as an online virtual event in April 2021. The 
theme of the conference was Champions of Green Cities, and speakers presented innovations 
and advances in city greening, showcasing policy and practice that achieve results. The 
keynote speaker was Professor Rob Adams, City of Melbourne. The conference featured 
presentations on the role of greening cities in addressing key global issues, including 
presentations of case studies from the guidelines. Both the AIPH World Green City Awards 
and the AIPH 2020 Green City Guidelines were launched at the conference. 150 people 
registered for the conference, from 46 countries. The presentations were recorded, and are 
available for on-demand viewing https://aiph.org/green-city/conferences/  

 

Green City reports from AIPH member countries were not requested for the 2021 Green City 
conference because of the virtual format. AIPH will be requesting Green City country reports 
to be prepared and delivered in 2022. 

The next AIPH Green City conference is proposed for the Spring Meeting 2022. Date and 
theme will depend on the location. 

Green City Briefings 

The City of London City Briefings have been very popular. The eight briefings sessions cover 
topics related to climate adaptation strategies for cities.  

13th April 2021, “The City of the Future is Green”. 
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• The Lord Mayor of the City of London, Alderman William Russell, will open the City of London 
Green City Briefings to share his vision for the city, describing strategies and initiatives that 
cross multi-disciplinary boundaries to have a powerful and influential role in driving and 
embedding positive change. 

• Sir Roger Gifford, Chairman of the Green Finance Institute, London, UK. “Green Finance: 
Hype or Hope”. Sir Roger explores the critical relationship between financial market 
participants and policymakers in collaborating to co-create solutions. 

11th May 2021, “Nature-based solutions for water management in cities.”. 

• Mr Robert Brears, Editor-in-Chief of the Palgrave Handbook of Climate Resilient Societies 
and the Palgrave Encyclopedia of Urban and Regional Futures, New Zealand. 

• Prof James Hitchmough, Professor of Horticultural Ecology, Department of Landscape 
Architecture, University of Sheffield, UK 

15th June 2021, “Green Roofs and Walls – an Extra-dimensional Approach to City Greening”. 

• Mr Dusty Gedge, President of the European Federation of Green Roof Associations (EFB) 

• Mr Kelvin Kan, Principal Architect & Facade Consultant · AgFacadesign, Singapore 

13th July 2021, “The Intersection between Built Infrastructure, Nature, and Wellbeing.”. 

• Dr Curtis Gubb, Environmental Consultant at Cundall, London, UK 

• Ms Marion Waller, advisor to Jean-Louis Missika, deputy mayor of Paris, in charge of urban 
planning, innovation and attractiveness issues. 

14th September 2021.BST “The Policy and Practice of Urban Forests”. 

• Prof Dr Cecil Konijnendijk van den Bosch, Director, Nature Based Solutions Institute & 
Program Director (Master of Urban Forestry Leadership), University of British Columbia, 
Canada. 

• Mr Ian Shears, Green Infrastructure + Urban Forestry, Melbourne, Australia 

20th October 2021, “The Critical Dynamics of City Biodiversity and Global Conservation”. 

• Introduction by Mrs Hilary Russell, the 692nd Lady Mayoress of the City of London 

• Mr Mike Maunder, Cambridge Conservation Initiative, UK 

• Ms Marina Ruta, Lead of the BiodiverCities by 2030 Initiative by the World Economic Forum 

9th November 2021.“Air quality in cities – the realistic and real benefits of plants”. 

• Professor Paul Monks, BEIS Chief Scientific Adviser 

• Dr Tijana Blanusa, RHS Principal Horticultural Scientist 

7th December 2021. “The City of London Report on Climate Action”. 

• Alderman Alison Gowman, Ward of Dowgate, City of London Corporation 

• City of London Climate Action representative 

All sessions are free to attend. For full details of the sessions and to register, visit the AIPH 
website City of London Green City Briefings https://aiph.org/event/city-of-london-green-city-
briefings/ 

More than 500 people are registered for the sessions, and the recordings are also available 
for on-demand viewing https://aiph.org/event/city-of-london-green-city-briefings/. Discussions 
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are already underway for a second series (2022) and possibly third series (2023). We would 
seek funding for this to cover AIPH secretariat time, marketing, and online platform delivery 
expenses. 

Green City Gardens 

AIPH continues discussions with Qatar for an AIPH garden at their Expo. A preliminary brief 
was discussed in anticipation of the 2021 Expo, and this has been reviewed in preparation the 
new dates in 2023. The principles used in the previous AIPH Green City gardens - Antalya 
(2016), Taichung (2018) and Beijing (2019) - are used to guide design and implementation. A 
design brief has been sent to Hatay who expressed interest in an AIPH garden for Hatay Expo 
2021. 

Communication 

AIPH continues to provide content for the ‘Green City Post’ section in FCI.  

March -April 2021. https://www.flipsnack.com/aiphglobal/fci-mar-apr-2021.html  

 Champions of Green Cities. At a time when nature around the world is being 
threatened, recognition of the value of nature in cities is probably at its highest. 
https://www.flipsnack.com/aiphglobal/fci-mar-apr-2021.html  

May - June 2021 https://www.flipsnack.com/aiphglobal/fci-may-june-2021.html  

 When is a city green enough? 
 The City of the Future is Green. 

June-July 2021. https://www.flipsnack.com/aiphglobal/fci-july-aug-2021.html  

 Toronto, London, and Paris get innovative in bringing nature into the built 
environment. 

 Showcase your ‘Living |Green’ city at the4 AIPH World Green City Awards 2022. 
 A convincing and inspiring case for city greening. 

September 2021 

 A new era for urban forestry. We are facing a new era for urban forestry and need 
the support of green professionals - say experts during an International Association of 
Horticultural Producers (AIPH) City of London Green City Briefing.  
Green City Garden Wins Best in Show at RHS Chelsea Flower Show 2021. 
https://aiph.org/floraculture/news/green-city-garden-wins-best-in-show-at-rhs-
chelsea-flower-show-2021/ 

Registrations for the City of London Green City Briefings has enabled the development of a 
large database of interested parties for communicating our Green City activities. Likewise, our 
increasing number of partners for the AIPH World Green City Awards extends our networks 
in the digisphere and social media channels. These will be used to create a regular AIPH 
Green City e-newsletter. 

Other activities 

A new column in FCI profiles plants that have a functional contribution to green city 
landscapes. AIPH Technical Advisor, Audrey Timm, is collaborating with a Dutch-inspired 
group to publish a profile of an individual plant species each month. The first column was in 
the September issue, and introduced the column and the group, De Bloeimeesters. 

AIPH Green City articles were prepared for the online magazine Cities Today. 

https://cities-today.com/industry/is-your-city-living-green-enough-to-win-an-award/ 
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https://cities-today.com/industry/to-address-water-management-challenges-these-cities-use-
nature-based-solutions/  

The profile of AIPH as a source of knowledge continues to expand through the Green City 
programme:  

 Audrey Timm will present a keynote address at the ISHS International Horticultural 
Congress in Algiers, France, in August 2022. The keynote address will feature in the 
Symposium 7 ‘Greener Cities’. 

 Audrey Timm is reviewing a proposal for a second edition of Palgraves publication 
“Blue and Green Cities: The Role of Blue-Green Infrastructure in Managing Urban 
Water Resources”, originally published in 2018. 

 Audrey Timm is reviewing a proposal for a Cambridge University Press book on 
Circular Liveable Cities. 

 Audrey Timm contributed to a Global Roundtable discussion of The Nature of Cities 
(TNOC) on ‘How Nature-Based-Solutions can contribute to a nature-based 
economy’. Selected people were invited to submit a short written ‘thought piece’ to 
stimulate conversation on the TNOC digital platform. 

 AIPH was asked to submit an article for the magazine QuebecVert annual Municipal 
edition, focussing on Biodiversity in cities. Audrey Timm prepared the article in 
English and QuebecVert translated it. The magazine has been published, and now 
shared with AIPH member in France, Val Hor. 

 


