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AIPH Secretary General Report 

March-September 2021 

Tim Briercliffe 

Events 

Meetings – Spring Meeting 2021 

The decision was made to hold this meeting again as a virtual, online event.  The content 
was recorded and can be viewed at the links below. 

 16 March - Expo Conference (https://aiph.org/event/the-expo-conference/)  
 18 March – General Meeting 
 24 March – Plant Health Conference (https://aiph.org/event/planthealthconference/)  
 22 April – Green City Conference (https://aiph.org/event/2021greencityconference/)  

In particular the Plant Health 
Conference was popular and 
well attended.  

 

 

 

 

 

Meetings – 73rd Annual Congress 2021 

In light of ongoing COVID travel restrictions it was agreed to move this event to being virtual 
following a survey of members.  It will take place on the following dates: 

 23 September – Board Meeting 
 30 September – AIPH Sustainability Conference (https://aiph.org/event/sustainability-

conference-2021/)  
 19 October – AIPH Expo Conference (https://aiph.org/event/expo-conference-oct-

2021/)  
 21 October – AIPH General Meeting 

Once again, the Hopin platform will be used for the Sustainability and Expo Conferences.  
The Sustainability conference is being organised in association with GreenTech 
(https://www.greentech.nl/) and FSI (https://www.fsi2025.com/).  Royal FloraHolland is 
confirmed as Headline Sponsor for the Sustainability Conference.  

Meetings – Spring Meeting 2022 

It is proposed by the Board to hold this event in Dubai (UAE), alongside Expo 2020 Dubai, 
rather than Bali as had been proposed.  It is likely that Dubai will be easier to attend in light 
of the global pandemic.  
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Meetings – 74th Annual Congress 2022 

This is planned for the Netherlands and provisionally on week commencing 26 September.  
It is hoped to incorporate the next AIPH World Ornamental Horticulture Summit at Expo 
2022 Floriade Almere.   

International Grower of the Year Awards (IGOTY) 

The 2022 edition was launched earlier this year (https://aiph.org/events/igoty/) and the entry 
deadline has been extended to 31 October 2021.  

   

Plans are underway for an awards ceremony during IPM Essen.  Unlike previous years it is 
planned to make this more of a stand-up buffet reception rather than a formal sit-down 
dinner.  We are also expecting that this will take place in the Atlantic Hotel (adjacent to IPM), 
rather than in the IPM halls themselves.  This shorter, more casual event is a response to 
feedback from attendees and Board.   

Jury members are Andre van Kruijssen 
(Netherlands), Poul Graf (Denmark), Jan-
Dieter Bruns (Germany), Augusto Solano 
(Colombia) and Hiroshi Sakata (Japan).  
Tim Edwards will chair the jury. 

We are working with Jungle Talks to also 
create a ‘young grower of the year’ award 
which will be linked to participants on their 
Floriculture Masterclass programme. 

Expos 

See AIPH Exhibitions Committee Report (Annex 11)  

Green City 

See AIPH Green City Committee Report (Annex 9)  

Ornamentals Production 

See AIPH Ornamentals Production Committee Report (Annex 10) 
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FloraCulture International 

The new FCI website (https://aiph.org/floraculture/) has been well 
received.  The pandemic caused many companies to stop 
marketing spend which has impacted advertising revenues.  We 
are implementing the following changes: 

 Magazine now only available in digital 
 Moving from 6 editions per year to 11 (monthly, expect 
August).  These will be shorter to be more digital-friendly. 
 Successful webinar programme, with Jungle Talks, to be 
continued in 2022.   
 Significant increase in social media activity 

 

 

Global Industry Intelligence Centre 

Lauren Yu completed her internship from Wageningen University in August.  She has made 
progress in establishing Expert Committee contacts and preparing a survey.  She has been 
active in gaining additional information from China and work is underway to assess different 
‘dashboard’ options for how the GIIC can be developed and accessed.  Ron van der Ploeg 
will continue this work following Lauren’s departure. 

The 2021 edition of the Statistical Yearbook is in preparation. 

Flower Auction Market Group 

Work is underway to establish a programme of regular virtual meetings and a survey is 
underway to assess digital developments.  

AIPH Website 

Following the launch of the new website in February, work has continued to improve this and 
we are pleased with the developments.  Changes in the homepage are currently being 
considered. 

Membership Communications 

We will establish a ‘private’ online network for AIPH members and other groups using a 
system developed by Six Circles (https://www.sixcircles.co.uk/).  This will effectively be like 
our own LinkedIn system where we can communicate to members and members can 
discuss and share together.  It will play an important role in building individual contacts within 
our members organisations rather than just our primary contacts. 

Communications 

AIPH newsletters have been issued, the website updated and press releases issued.  These 
can be viewed at http://aiph.org/latest-news/.   

Miscellaneous 

We have met with European Nurserystock Association (ENA) and Union Fleurs 
management to discuss ongoing partnerships and collaboration. 


