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AIPH Green City initiative  
It is impossible to prepare this report without mention of Covid-19. This has dominated our 
business and personal lives, and changed the parameters that affect our choices and our 
decision-making. The benefits from this are a renewed recognition of the benefits of open 
space and green space – to our physical health and to our mental restoration. The challenge 
we face is how to make this part of our future reality, rather than something that fitted a 
particular need in response to the crisis. Many global organisations and leaders are speaking 
about ‘build back better, and a green recovery, with many positive perspectives on what might 
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be possible and what could happen, though it is unclear yet how aspirational these ambitions 
might be, given the economic crisis that is forecast.  

Greg Clark is the Senior Advisor and Global Head of Future Cities and New Industries to 
HSBC Bank. The HSBC podcast “Covid-19 and its potential long-term socio-economic 
implications” was recorded at the beginning of June 2020. In this webinar discussing the 
impact of Covid-19 on the future of cities, Greg Clark forecasts 7 important changes that are 
apparent or anticipated.  

1/ Challenges connected to patterns of global trade, particularly supply chains 

2/ Digital platforms and the use of digital means to achieve things that we used to do face to 
face 

3/ Pandemic reveals inadequacies in human health and access to health systems and support 
networks. 

4/ In relation to climate change and sustainability agendas, it has revealed just how agile and 
quickly we can adjust and adapt to different ways as individuals and society. 

5/ Spatial patterns are likely to undergo huge changes particularly in real estate, mobility and 
tourism. 

6/ A shift in geopolitics in the changed relationship between citizens and governments, with 
governments being more activistic and withdrawing civic liberties, opening questions about 
where the future balance might be. 

7/ A new social contract is needed to address the many inequalities in our society, and this 
will require more public investment in community development and social activities.  

In relation to cities, human health must become a key part of our changed lifestyle, and access 
to open space, nature and clean air are essential features of this. Whether cities will lose the 
CBD hub and shift to satellite centres, with 2nd and 3rd tier cities becoming more attractive than 
mega-cities is unclear. What is clear is that sustainable and resilient cities are essential, not 
just desirable, and that living green plays a vital role in how cities adapt or strengthen their 
resilience. This provides AIPH with an opportunity to strengthen our position through 
partnerships with global organisations, with clear statements of our ambitions and our capacity 
to deliver. 

AIPH leads global thinking on the successful integration of nature into the built environment. 
Through knowledge exchange, advocacy, and partnerships, we inspire individuals, 
communities, and leaders to recognise the immense value of nature to our ability to thrive as 
a society. Our Green City activities aim to educate, encourage, and celebrate successful 
projects and policies that increase the quality and quantity of nature in cities. 

AIPH Green City activities March 2020 to July 2020 

Partnerships with high-level global organisations 

AIPH has signed an MOU with CitiesWithNature programme, which is part of ICLEI. Since 
signing the agreement, further discussions have taken place regarding collaboration on AIPH 
Green City activities (including the Green City Awards), and ICLEI Africa is now a partner for 
the AIPH Expo conference in September 2020. 

World Green City Organisation 

Working with C40 East China representative, Mr Xie Pengfei, and in consultation with China 
Flower Association, AIPH has developed a proposal for a city in China to host a World Green 
City Organisation. The WGCO would provide a mechanism for bring together cities with the 
desire to become greener to share best practice and to stimulate change.  It is also possible 
that such an organisation could undertake the proposed Green City Awards and the Green 
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City standards and certification scheme. The proposal, to which AIPH Senior International 
Relations Manager, Treve Evans, contributed significantly, includes motivation for a host city 
to take this opportunity: 

WORLD GREEN CITY ORGANISATION HOSTED IN CHINA – AN INTERNATIONAL 
CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE 

We believe there is a unique opportunity now for a key city in China to take the initiative and 
become the headquarters for a ‘World Green City Organisation’ (exact name to be agreed), 
focused on effective use of living green in the outdoor and indoor landscape in helping cities 
face modern environmental, health, economic and social challenges.  

It is our firm belief that major  cities would be interested in joining such an organisation, as 
more and more of them recognise the need to use their landscapes more intelligently, but they 
do not have the knowledge and network to enable them to achieve it.  

It is anticipated that the organisation will host annual meetings of its members as well as 
develop project groups and various initiatives that can be adopted worldwide. These would 
include global Green City certification and Green City awards.  It would become the global 
repository for Green City knowledge, which currently does not exist. AIPH would remain 
involved in the organisation, providing expertise, technical support and staffing as appropriate. 

In taking this initiative, a city in China would be uniquely positioned to become the 
Headquarters for such an organisation which could effectively become self-funding in the 
longer term. The city in China would become known as the world centre for sharing and 
developing knowledge on city greening in all climates. Potentially, such an organisation could 
be aligned with the United Nations or something similar, or could operate independently. 

The key benefits for a host city of the organisation in China would be: 

• Prestige as the global centre of excellence for living green knowledge, technical 
research and application. 

• Building closer relationships with cities and organisations around the world. 

• International business, investment, horticulture industry and eco-tourism opportunities. 

• Host for living green international conferences and meetings. 

• High level reputation as a front-runner city for climate change adaptation strategies 
that draw on IUCN nature-based-solutions 

The proposal also includes a 5-year projection of costs and revenue, although this opportunity 
is positioned as prestigious for a city to be the host of such an organisation, rather than it being 
a business venture. The emphasis is placed on the organisation being a centre of excellence 
for the city and the benefits and international focus that brings. 

AIPH has the in-principle support of China Flower Association for this WGCO proposal, and 
CFA representative Ms Kong Haiyan has spoken with Xie Pengfei. The final proposal 
document was sent to Xie Pengfei in early June. 

AIPH proposes to hold a virtual Green City conference early in 2021 at which the guidelines 
will be formally launched. 

Green City Guidelines. 

The refresh of the 2011 Green City Guidelines started in April 2020. AIPH has obtained the 
original text and images, and these have been reviewed for current relevance and accuracy. 
Much of the text is still highly relevant, and the only changes that are necessary are updating 
economic figures that are quoted, and some images of projects that were only in preparation 
in 2011 and now are completed.  
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AIPH appointed Ms Gill Ormrod (former PR Manager for HTA) for a six-month contract, and 
part of her time will be spent on the guidelines. Ms Anne Jaluzot (Strategic urban greening 
specialist) is contracted to complete the core new case studies, and drafts for the majority of 
these have already been received.  

As well as the core case studies, the AIPH 2020 Green City Guidelines includes notes and 
case studies that align the guidelines to five important global themes and development 
sectors. This serves to extend the influence and impact of the guidelines beyond the 
horticultural industry. These themes are: the UN SDGs; green building development, 
biodiversity; urban agriculture; and transport infrastructure. 

In preparing these sector briefs it was necessary to consider and articulate how the ornamental 
horticulture industry contributes to the UN Sustainable Development Goals. The 17 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), also known as the Global Goals, were adopted by 
all United Nations Member States in 2015 as a universal call to action to end poverty, protect 
the planet and ensure that all people enjoy peace and prosperity by 2030. High level global 
organisations, significant businesses, cities, and programmes refer to the SDGs as evidence 
for their contribution to society and the planet, and their commitment to protecting the 
environment and responding to climate change. For the AIPH 2020 Green City Guidelines, 
each SDG was considered, together with the key indicators, and statements were written to 
provide evidence for AIPH’s contribution through the Green City programme. This AIPH 
position statement could be extended to cover all of the work of AIPH and be used in our 
media announcements. (Input has already been sought and received from Treve Evans, AIPH 
Senior International Relations Manager, and Elena Terekhova, AIPH International Relations 
Manager, and this will be developed further with a position statement put to the board for 
comment and approval later in the year.) 

A mid-term progress report was prepared in June and sent to Council of Agriculture, with the 
invaluable assistance of TFDA Chinese Taipei who provided guidance on the content of the 
report and translated it before submitting to CoA. The next progress report is due by 15th 
September 2020. 

A short internal report was prepared for the steering group (Bill Hardy, Karen Tambayong, Gijs 
Kok, and Kevin Chung) and was accompanied by the first draft case studies prepared by Anne 
Jaluzot. 

The AIPH 2020 Green City Guidelines will be launched as a digital resource, as part of the 
new AIPH website. The site plan is in development, and the content will be uploaded with a 
full search function.  

The AIPH 2020 Green City Guidelines are due for completion in November 2020, with the final 
report due in December 2020.  

Future updates for the Green City Guidelines 
The digital format of the AIPH 2020 Green City Guidelines is highly suitable for regular 
updates. While the core content of the guidelines will remain as a static resource, the case 
studies can be dynamic. It is our intention to add individual case studies regularly, which will 
serve to keep the guidelines relevant and encourage repeat visits to the resource, and to add 
depth to the knowledge base that the guidelines offers. 

We are developing a simple template for new cases studies, which the person involved with 
the site or project will complete and submit to AIPH. During development of the 2020 
guidelines, potential new case studies have been made note of, and these will be contacted 
later and invited to submit a case study for inclusion on the website. It is anticipated that, in 
time, case studies will be offered to AIPH, rather than received only following invitation. 

In developing the case studies, it became clear that the valuable role that the horticultural 
industry plays in supporting the Green City principles is not emphasised strongly enough. 
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Horticultural producers contribute to the process of plant selection, breeding, and 
specification, and to the production processes in the nursery that affect the quality of plants 
supplied and their performance after planting. The AIPH 2020 Guidelines will include a section 
on case studies of horticultural producers to illustrate the role that the ornamental horticultural 
sector plays in the success of projects. Anne Jaluzot will undertake this work early in 2021, 
anticipating having 5 case studies completed by March 2021. Examples that will be presented 
include contract production, on-site nurseries, native/near native plant focus, and highly 
specialised micro-climate. 

Green City Awards 

AIPH is continuing discussions with PERA regarding the potential for a partnership that will 
enable the launch of the Green City Awards.  Discussions have been delayed due to COVID-
19 but are expected to resume soon as PERA has re-confirmed its interest in the project.  In 
the meantime work is underway to create the necessary materials for launching the awards in 
2021 in line with the plan as previously shared with members. 

AIPH Green City profile, and upcoming events: 

World Horti Centre Green City pavilion 
A key part of the Green City initiative is knowledge exchange. AIPH prepared a brief for World 
Horti Centre (the Netherlands) following their request for ideas on establishing a Green City 
pavilion in the centre. Part of this pavilion might be training and education packages, possibly 
online or as a series of webinars that present sections of the Green City guidelines, and 
introduce other specific horticultural topics. We are in preliminary discussions with UNESCO 
Section for Education for Sustainable Development to explore possible collaboration on this 
and other AIPH education and training initiatives. 

Publications 
 As part of the AIPH Covid-19 response, information sheets on the benefits of flower, 

and of gardens and gardening were prepared, with AIPH Communications Executive 
Rachel Wakefield contributing the design work. The benefits stated are all evidence-
based, and are at the core of the Green City principles. Two information sheets were 
sent out to AIPH members for their use in promoting business activity, distributed as 
media releases, posted on the AIPH Covid response section of the website, and 
translated into Spanish for distribution throughout Argentina by "Economía & Viveros" 
(FCI connection), and possibly wider through their Spanish speaking media 
connections. 

 A manuscript has been submitted for publication in Urban Forest and Urban 
Greening with AIPH Technical Advisor, Dr Audrey Gerber as a co-author. This 
manuscript was prepared while working for the Centre for Designed Ecology, 
University of Sheffield, though authorship is now accredited to AIPH. Lead author is 
Prof. James Hitchmough, University of Sheffield: “Data challenges in selecting 
species for the “woody meadow”: a novel Mediterranean designed woody plant 
community”. 

 Following contacts made through LinkedIn and discussions about case studies for 
the guidelines, Audrey Gerber has been invited to co-author a white paper with 
Robert Brears, founder of Our Future Water. The white paper will merge the policy 
focus of Our Future Water with the horticultural focus of AIPH in describing the 
critical role that plants have in successful Blue-Green-Infrastructure (BGI) (title TBC). 
As well as distribution through AIPH and ICLEI networks, the white paper will be 
posted on the Our Future Water website, which has a knowledge partnership with the 
OECD/UNEP/World Bank's Green Growth Knowledge Platform where it will also be 
uploaded, as well as shared with the UNFCCC's Paris Committee on Capacity-
building Network's newsletter later this year. 
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Conferences and events 
 Green City conference: with the change in date of Expo 2021 Qatar, plans to hold a 

dedicated Green City conference with the support of the TandFonline journal ‘Cities 
and Health’ have been suspended. Discussions with the Expo Doha organisers will 
resume in due course to seek funding to hold this conference alongside the 
rescheduled expo in Qatar. 

 Audrey Gerber has been accepted as a participant of the 9th European Conference 
on Sustainable Cities & Towns, taking place online from 30 September to 2 October 
2020. Originally scheduled to be held in Mannheim, the conference states: “all those 
that can make change happen will gather at the Mannheim2020 conference. Become 
part of the transformation and join mayors, local government practitioners, civil 
society and all other urban stakeholders, business, national governments and 
European institutions, and help us transform Europe for a secure and sustainable 
future.”. There is a specific session on Nature Based Solutions (NBS) that has high 
relevance to the Green City project. Participation in this event is free of charge. 

 Daring Cities - ICLEI: The Global Virtual Forum for Urban Leaders Taking on the 
Climate Emergency, offers various online opportunities from 7-28 October 2020.  
Audrey Gerber has submitted a proposal to present at this virtual event, with the 
following as motivation for inclusion into the programme (limited to 300 characters). 
AIPH Green City initiative inspires individuals, communities, and leaders to recognise 
the immense value of nature in addressing climate action. Through knowledge 
exchange, advocacy, and partnerships, we present not just what is possible, but what 
success has been achieved and its impact on society. Participation in this event is 
free of charge. 
 

 


