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1. Industry-led initiatives that promote green in landscapes or built 
infrastructure. 

Meetings with Government – FIRPAC 
Through ongoing communications with contacts made at Public Service and 
Procurement Canada, representatives from the CNLA were invited to apply to hold a 
seat on the Federal/Industry Real Property Advisory Council (FIRPAC).  This 
meeting has been set for February 26th in Ottawa.   
The CNLA hopes to join this council to promote the importance of landscape in the 
areas of the environment, health and wellness as well as economic benefits. This 
council would put CNLA at the table with various building sectors and government 
officials to ensure that our industry has a say in how plans are put together. 
 
Communities in Bloom Foundation 
The Canadian Landscape Association (CNLA) is pleased to announce that an 
agreement to acquire Communities in Bloom (CiB) has been reached. The 
governance and ownership of the CiB Program is now under the umbrella of the 
CNLA. This strategic alliance will deliver an orderly succession of directors and staff, 
sustain the integrity of the CiB Program, and will provide exciting new opportunities 
for the future. CiB and CNLA share many of the same values that promote the 
greening of cities and foster environmental, economic and lifestyle benefits to 
Canadians.  
The new Board of Directors is comprised of five Directors from CNLA and four 
Directors from the former CiB Board. 
The CIB board will take this opportunity to review the program and develop new 
strategies while maintaining the important relationships with communities, provincial 
organizations, existing sponsors and other partners. We look forward to sharing 
more as the program rolls out over the upcoming year.  
The CNLA has developed a ‘Green City Award’ that will be launched for the first time 
in 2020. The award is based on a scoresheet of actions available to cities to 
encourage them to put into action green activities within their cities. 
 
Green Cities Foundation 
The Green Cities Foundation is planning to build its first project in the "code red" 
area of downtown Hamilton. Our main focus will be at rehabilitating St. Matthew's 
House along with several parks on the East side of Hamilton neighbourhood. 
The St. Matthews Children's Centre has been a trusted local childcare centre for 45 
years. It provides 80 childcare spaces for children from birth to 4 years of age – the 
majority of the kids in the program are there through subsidies provided to low-
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income families. The GCF is planning to replace the old children's playground with a 
living green space. Our goal is to create a natural playground that connects 
children's minds and bodies to nature and inspires optimal child development for our 
community. 
The landscape design has been created by Brydges Landscape Architecture, which 
will help to green a derelict part of the city, remediate a brownfield that has sat idle 
for more than 50 years. It will provide a gathering space for community members and 
a renovated day-care play space in a deeply urbanized environment where green 
space is limited.  
The project is scheduled to start in the spring of 2020. 
 

 
St. Matthew’s house. 
 
2. Projects that increase the quality and quantity of ‘living green’  

Canadian Garden Council 
The Canadian Garden Council, now partially funded by the CNLA, manages several 
different projects with the primary aim of promoting garden tourism and Canada’s 
public Gardens.  
Additionally, the CGC promotes garden activities directly to the public. Activities such 
as; Canada’s Garden Route, gardens from coast to coast to coast identified on a tour 
route, Canada’s Garden Days, a celebration of over 250 (2018) garden activities 
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across Canada, including many Cities proclaiming an official ‘Garden Day’, and 
several other garden related promotions. 
The Canadian Garden Council has begun work with the CNLA to develop ‘The Year 
of the Garden’, a celebration of the CNLA’s 100th anniversary taking place during 
2022. 
 
Come Alive Outside 
Children today spend over seven hours a day looking at screens and half as much 
time outside as they did in 1980.  The numbers are even worse for adults, and this 
replacement of time in nature with screen time is having a profound impact on our 
mental and physical well-being. 
Come Alive Outside is a not-for-profit founded in 2014 that works closely with 
partners in healthcare, public health, outdoor recreation and the landscape 
profession in order to get people off the couch and back outside in communities 
across North America! 
 

 
 
Highway of Heroes 
In 2014 a group of tree-loving people were inspired to transform the Highway of 
Heroes into a living tribute that honours Canada’s war dead - 117,000 since 
Canada’s Confederation. In addition to honouring our troops the commemorative 
trees would clean the atmosphere, cool the environment and provide an inspired 
drive down an otherwise pedestrian stretch of asphalt. The Highway of Heroes Tree 
Campaign was developed to make this a reality.   
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Since that time, support has grown, as have the project’s ambitions. The 117,000 
most prominent trees will be planted in honour of those who lost their lives, and in 
addition, a total of 2 million trees will be planted to recognize all Canadians who have 
served during times of war. Already underway, tree planting events educate 
volunteers about sacrifices that have been made. Military personnel and veterans 
frequently attend these events themselves. 
 

 
  
3. Policy – describe any national, regional or local policies, including any new 

or amended policy that relates to ‘living green’. This includes any incentive 
schemes. Any policy or regulation that encourages or demands inclusion 
of plants into the built environment provides the ornamental horticulture 
industry with associated business opportunities. 

 
Canadian Federal Government Procurement Policy 
The CNLA has had several meetings and much correspondence with various 
Ministries of senior government to increase the amount of greenspace on all 
government buildings and ensure that their procurement policies demand the use of 
Red Seal Landscape Horticulturists as well as the use of the Canadian Landscape 
Standard. We have successfully had both included in the Canadian National Master 
Specifications. 
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The Canadian Landscape Standard 
The definitive standard for landscape construction and maintenance, the CLS was 
launched in 2016 and has now been completely updated to a much more 
comprehensive version two. 
 

 
Canadian Landscape Standard, Second Edition cover.  
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4. Community activities 

Garden Days 
Garden Days, a program of the Canadian Garden Council, is Canada’s country-wide 
celebration of the vital role of gardens and gardening in our communities and our 
lives. This program of activities and events is for gardening enthusiasts, families, 
schools and tourists alike. Garden Days is an opportunity for Canadians to enjoy 
their own garden, visit or take part in their favourite garden experience, get inspired 
at their local garden centre or travel to a nearby destination to enjoy their favourite 
garden. 
Garden Days’ objective is to draw attention to our cultural garden landscape, history 
and innovations and to underscore the importance of public and private gardens, the 
value of home gardening and the promotion of environmental stewardship. 

 
 
5. Research publications, research in progress, or articles that have been 

written. These items are invaluable in providing the evidence behind the 
importance of ‘living green’ in our built landscapes, and this leads to more 
confident promotion of ‘greening’ in policy and regulations. 

     
Briefing document: The Positive Benefits of Plants and Green Spaces: A brief guide 
to climate change and health in urban areas.  
 
This brief presents a summary of the existing literature around the positive benefits 
of plants and green spaces, especially relevant in the context of urban population 
growth and the impact of climate change on human health in cities. 
Green spaces such as plants, trees, gardens, parks and woodlands contribute to a 
multitude of environmental benefits for the ecosystem, its wildlife and the human 
population. Urban ecosystems are especially important in providing services with a 
direct impact on human health and security, such as air purification, noise reduction, 
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and reducing the urban temperature; additionally, atmospheric carbon is 
sequestered by planting vegetation.  
In this context, landscaping solutions have a significant impact on decreasing the 
vulnerability and enhancing the resilience of cities. Whether its managing 
stormwater, irrigation systems, reducing the urban heat island, urban trees, and 
planting a garden.  
Note: Brief will be posted on the CNLA website. 
 
MBA Wilfred Laurier University Team: Financial Benefits of Green Infrastructure 
Investment 
A team of Master Business Administration Students at Wilfrid Laurier University is 
researching the Financial Benefits of Green Infrastructure Investment. A report will 
be produced presenting the monetary costs and benefits of investing in certain types 
of green infrastructure. CNLA will use the information to inform municipalities and 
other levels of government of the potential advantages of investing in green 
infrastructure.  
The report will explore various types of green infrastructure investments and offer 
methodologies to predict measurable quantitative and qualitative benefits. Initial 
target measures include installation and maintenance costs, energy savings, 
stormwater management, life span, property value, and health-wellness. The range 
of investment types and benefit measurements will be adjusted based on 
modellability in order to enhance the practical applicability of the report and 
accompanying business case tools.  
Note: The final report is due in March 2020 and will be available on the CNLA 
website.  
 
Life Cycle Cost Analysis: Synthetic vs Natural turf 
CNLA in partnership with the University of Guelph is developing a Life Cycle Cost 
Analysis: Synthetic vs Natural turf. The LCCA attempts to quantify the materials, 
processes, and maintenance that goes into producing and maintaining a square 
meter of sod and a square meter of turf.  
 
Life Cycle Cost Analysis: Stormwater Management 
Increased development is creating greater impervious areas in the built environment, 
causing stormwater runoff volumes to rise and add to the workload of municipal 
wastewater treatment plants. Treating, pumping and distributing water uses a large 
amount of energy, resulting in greenhouse gas emissions and increased carbon 
footprints. The landscape horticulture industry is in a unique position to provide 
alternative solutions to traditional stormwater management techniques by reducing 
the runoff at the source and therefore reducing the environmental impacts of 
stormwater treatment. 
This paper applies the Life Cycle Cost Analysis (LCCA) method to five scenarios to 
determine their economic performance compared to traditional strategies. In almost 
every case these sustainable, low impact designs were cost effective over the life of 
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the project compared to traditional “pave and convey-away” methods while also 
providing additional environmental and social benefits. Average annual maintenance 
costs were consistently lower than the traditional techniques, which often required 
significant material removal as part of their rehabilitation unlike the more durable 
natural designs. 
It is clear that on-site stormwater management methods are viable strategies that 
add to the sustainability of our built environment. The planning and expertise from a 
variety of professions working together are essential to achieve success with these 
stormwater management methods - each site has its own characteristics that can be 
developed into cost effective and sustainable landscape solutions. 
Note: Brief is available on the CNLA website. 
 
6. Links to websites or publications. 

CNLA - https://cnla.ca 

FORPAC - https://raic.org/raic/federal-industry-real-property-advisory-council-firpac 

Communities in Bloom - https://www.communitiesinbloom.ca 

Green Cities Foundation - https://gcfoundation.ca 

Canadian Garden Council - http://gardencouncil.ca 

Canada’s Garden Route - http://www.canadasgardenroute.ca 

Garden Days - http://www.gardendays.ca 

Come Alive Outside - https://comealiveoutside.com 

Highway of Heroes - https://hohtribute.ca/welcome 

Canadian Landscape Standard - 
https://documentcloud.adobe.com/link/track?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:d6be07f7-2b0d-
48d2-a254-96c5330eb109 

Stormwater Life Cycle Cost Analysis - https://cnla.ca/learn/life-cycle-cost-analysis-of-
stormwater-management-methods 


