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AIPH Green City initiative  
In his closing speech at the end of the World Ornamental Horticultural Summit, AIPH 
President, Mr Bernard Oosterom, stated that the first clear conclusion is that we must further 
spread the concept of the Green City. “Green development is the right choice to improve 
people’s lives and protect our planet’s homeland”. The Green City programme is not simply 
one of the things that AIPH does, it has become central to the AIPH vision.  

Consistent with the higher-level goals of the AIPH vision, the ultimate goal of AIPH is to 
increase global expenditure on and use of living ornamental plants. Two main pathways to 
achieve this are to increase demand, and to remove barriers to supply. 

The AIPH Plant Health and Novelty Protection focus of the Ornamentals Production 
Committee is effective in removing barriers in many ways, including facilitating ease of 
production and market access, supporting consumer interest and consequent growth of the 
industry through introduction of new varieties, and managing industry profile with respect to 
environmental and sustainability issues. 

Increasing demand requires both ‘push’ and ’pull’ approaches. Our strategy for the AIPH 
Green City initiative covers both of these themes. ‘Push’ endeavours focus around 
demonstrating the benefits of living green. ‘Pull’ campaigns aim to influence decision-
makers, practitioners and communities to increase the quality and quantity of ‘living green’ in 
urban environments. 

In practice, our task is to increase global awareness of the benefits of plants to all life, to 
lead on education and knowledge exchange initiatives, and to work within our industry to 
remove barriers that may inhibit confidence in the relevance of plants in our cities. To 
achieve change on a broad scale we aspire to share and celebrate policy and best practice 
guidelines that bring ‘living green’ into the conversation at any development or decision 
stage. 

AIPH Green City activities September 2019 to February 2020 

International Green City conference in Beijing. 

A one-day conference was held in Beijing on 11th September 2019 as part of the 71st AIPH 
Annual Congress, attracting over 150 delegates including many Expo participant countries.  

The title of the Green City conference was Urban Greening for Clean and Healthy Cities. 
The 8 speakers were all invited, and represented academics, decision-makers and 
practitioners from China, UK and the Netherlands. Simultaneous translation was provided for 
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English-Chinese and Chinese-English. AIPH evaluation of the conference – relating to the 
Green City component – revealed that there was general agreement that the Green City 
conference covered topics that were relevant to (their) horticultural activities. The Green City 
conference featured in comments of the most interesting presentation, with Prof Paul Monks 
of Leicester University, speaking on the Impact of Vegetation on Urban Air Quality, 
mentioned the most times. The Green City conference was mentioned as the most valuable 
part of the event to some attendees.  

 

A report on the AIPH International Green City conference was published in the 
November/December issue of FCI and AIPH press release can be viewed at 
http://aiph.org/aiph_new/aiph-international-green-city-conference-explains-the-role-of-urban-
greening-in-creating-clean-healthy-cities/ 

Green City Post articles in FloraCulture International. 

In May 2019, the Green City Post feature in FCI was relaunched. Since then, Green City 
Post articles have been published in all issues (except for Jan/Feb 2020 which featured the 
International Year of Plant Health). It is our intention to have a Green City Post in every FCI 
issue.  

May/June 2019:  
 From a city in a forest to a forest in a city. Interview with Ian Shears; City of 

Melbourne.  
 AIPH members report on growing number of Green City initiatives around the world.  
 Preview of TNOC summit in Paris. 

July/August 
 Urban greening worldwide inspired by TNOC summit in Paris 

Sep/Oct 
 Understanding a National Park City 
 Speaker line-up for International Green City conference, Beijing. 

Nov/Dec 
 City Landscapes: pay attention to detail 

Jan/Feb 2020 
 (IYPH focus) 

Mar/Apr 2020  
 A Green City Post article on Biophilic cities is in preparation for the March/ April issue  

Progress on funding for Green City activities 
Proposals were made to Qatar (in connection with Expo 2021 Doha), to COA, Chinese 
Taipei and to PERA, Turkey. All of these are making good progress and will be discussed 
individually. 
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Partnerships with high level global organisations 

AIPH has established direct communications with colleagues in the international 
organisations of ICLEI (International Council for Local Environmental Initiatives), C40, TNC 
(The Nature Conservancy), and WRI (World Resource Institute). We are progressing 
introductions to FAO, WHO, and UN Habitat, through these contacts. 

New global initiatives are starting up with ‘nature in the city’ as a core theme – for example, 
the ICLEI Cities with Nature programme, World Resource Institute Cities4Forests project, 
Earthwatch’s Climate-proof city research. These organisations see the benefit of partnering 
with AIPH which has a high level of understanding of Green City principles, and global 
contacts in the horticultural and landscaping industries.  

Reducing emissions is a first clear goal of climate change mitigation actions. However, 
responding to any crisis requires two approaches: firstly to address the cause of the problem 
– in this case, strategies to reduce the magnitude of climate change -; and secondly to 
reduce the effect, or impact of the crisis – in this case, reduced quality of life of city residents 
and natural systems. As measures are put into place to reach mitigation targets, attention 
naturally moves to adaptation, and the implementation of ways to improve quality of life and 
support biodiversity in and around a city. Nature and nature-based solutions deliver these 
recovery measures. We are seeing a shift in the dialogue, with the concept of sustainability 
being overtaken by the need for resilience. Sustainability is about using resources wisely 
and effectively. Resilience goes beyond this to provide elasticity and flexibility to enable city 
systems to adapt, repair and recover from disturbance. Natural systems are the solution. 

 

Green City Guidelines – a proposal for funding to update the guidelines was put to 
COA, Chinese Taipei. 

Following discussions with COA, facilitated by TFDA 
Chinese Taipei, some funding has been secured to 
enable an update of the Green City Guidelines.  Due to 
budget limitations it is not possible to undertake a 
complete update of the guidelines within this project.  
However, the project will refresh the guidelines and 
extend their relevance to other industry sectors active in 
climate change mitigation adaptability, and sustainability 
and resilience initiatives. The majority of the work will be 
done by AIPH staff with some external consultancy input.  

In summary the project will deliver:  

Outputs confirmed for delivery of AIPH 2020 Green City 
Guidelines 
1/   New case studies for each of the four scale sectors in the guidelines: Green City; Green 

Neighbourhood; Green Street; Green Building. This serves to reinforce the prevailing 
relevance of the content. 

2/   New interpretation of the AIPH 2020 Green City Guidelines to relate to five important 
global themes and development sectors. This serves to extend the influence and impact 
of the guidelines beyond the horticultural industry. 

 One-page summary and infographic, which outlines which of the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals are supported by the AIPH 2020 Green City Guidelines, and how 
the information in the guidelines can be used to deliver on these SDGs. This includes 
a case study. 
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 One-page summary and infographic which outlines the information in the AIPH 2020 
Green City Guidelines that can be used to deliver best practice advice to the 
construction industry to support Green Building/Zero Carbon development. This 
includes a case study. 

 One-page summary and infographic which presents the specific elements of the 
AIPH 2020 Green City Guidelines that protect and enhance biodiversity in urban 
environments. This includes a case study. 

 One-page summary and infographic which describes how the Green City principles 
can be adapted to include edible plants for both commercial and community 
purposes. This includes a case study. 

 One-page summary and infographic which provides details of evidence-based 
integration of the Green City principles into transport infrastructure. This includes a 
case study. 

3/   Compilation of content and images from the existing guidelines (2010 version) for 
inclusion in a basic website format for digital distribution of the guidelines. This includes 
a brief review and refresh of the content for inclusion in the digital version. This serves 
to extend the reach of the guidelines and will enable AIPH to analyse global readership. 

As consultant to AIPH, Anne Jaluzot will prepare the case studies. In addition to the four new 
case studies mentioned in point 1 above, Ms Jaluzot has also agreed, with AIPH input in 
providing contacts, to prepare case studies that illustrate greening in different climates – viz. 
a case study of an arid site, a tropical site (suggestion of Taichung Green Corridor, or Sky 
Green, Taichung), and a Mediterranean site. Case studies that address greening in different 
city typologies are also proposed: A high density city (suggestion of a C40 city in China – our 
contact in C40, Xie Pengfei, will help select the best example and assist with introductions 
and translation); a heritage city, and finally – a new design city. The AIPH Country Green 
City Reports will be used to identify some sites suitable for these case studies. 

Pending funding approval, the project is due to start in March 2020 and complete by 
December 2020. 

Green City Awards – a proposal for funding to establish a World Green City Awards 
programme was put to Qatar as part of the legacy of Expo 2021 Doha. 

It is hoped that soon AIPH will have the funding for this initiative.  This project will set up the 
World Green City Awards (the exact name will develop as part of the branding and 
marketing component of the project) and run the first round of the awards with an award 
ceremony held during Expo 2021 Doha.  

The project plan and strategy remains unchanged from previous reports to members. Cities 
and local authorities will be invited to make a submission for the awards. Three categories of 
awards will be given: Best comprehensive approach; Best project; and Best idea. A technical 
panel composed of horticultural and landscape practitioners with an advanced knowledge of 
Green City principles will judge the entries and select a shortlist. A Jury panel drawn from 
internationally recognised City, Nature, and Sustainability focused organisations will select 
final winners from the shortlist. Awards will be made at a high profile ceremony. Case 
studies of the winning entries will be showcased on the AIPH Green City website. The award 
will recognise winners across three categories in each of the main world regions (Africa, 
America, Asia/Pacific, Europe) as well as one overarching set of “world winners.” 

In summary: the World Green City Awards programme will recognise the role of city 
governments in promoting and supporting greater inclusion of nature and plants in city 
environments. The awards will celebrate innovation, achievement, and commitment to the 
globally recognised imperative to embrace a nature-orientated approach to city design and 
operation. The awards will bring broad recognition to the value of plants in providing 
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solutions for common city problems and create an enabling environment to shape and 
nurture a strategic shift in what is considered normal practice. 

This project is anticipated to start in April 2020 to enable timely completion of the awards 
process for the inaugural awards ceremony to be held during Expo 2021 Doha. 

Green City Awards and Certification scheme – a business plan was prepared for 
PERA to support development and implementation of these longer term Green City 
activities. 

AIPH is in discussion with Preferred Partner, PERA Event (Turkey) with a view to 
establishing a joint venture that could develop the Green City awards programme into the 
future.  

The JV company would run activities that serve to bring more living green into cities. These 
are: 

 To establish a global Green City Awards programme that celebrates successful 
implementation of the AIPH Green City principles.  

 To establish an accreditation platform that recognises achievements in 
implementation of Green City principles and provides certificates of attainment at 
various levels.  

These two activities position AIPH as the global leader in promoting city greening and the 
place to be for promoting best practice and new ideas.      

Green City Conferences 

Qatar has agreed to host a Green City Conference in March 2022 alongside the AIPH Spring 
Meeting in Doha.  

Green City Research Symposium 

Qatar is also interested in funding a Green City Research Symposium. This will be a 
scientific symposium delivering the latest findings in a particular section of the Green City 
theme. The exact theme will be decided by the editorial committee once the project has 
funding and work can begin.  AIPH is proposing that the journal Cities and Health is a 
suitable journal, and preliminary discussions have been undertaken with the Bristol-based 
editor. This is a Taylor and Francis Online journal which publishes high quality, rigorously 
peer-reviewed open access (OA) research in a range of academic disciplines. Cities and 
Health provides the opportunity for a dedicated journal issue publishing the content 
presented at the research symposium. The journal will also be available online. 

Green City Garden at Expo 2021 Doha 

Tim Briercliffe has, with the approval of Expo 2021 Doha, selected Plot #5 to be the AIPH 
Garden. The plot is adjacent to the Qatar Pavilion within the International Exhibition Gardens 
area, with a total area of 995 sqm. 

Main principles of the garden: 

 AIPH has asked for the design of a single storey, temporary pavilion for the Doha 
Expo 2021. The pavilion should be integrated with surrounding landscape elements 
as part of the garden design, be sustainable and environmentally conscious. 

 The design has to promote the Green Cities principles; enhance health, social 
wellbeing and the natural environment through functional use of plants. 

 The internal space programming has to be flexible to incorporate a space for small 
exhibitions, talks and presentations. A small VIP refreshment area/café should be 
included in the design. 
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 Native and adaptive species that can survive in Qatar’s climate should be prioritised 
in the garden design in order to minimise irrigation (or use innovative irrigation 
solutions) and promote sustainable landscaping.  

 Beautiful and inspirational design that stimulates people to use plants more and 
shows them new ways of improving their lives with plants. 

 


