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AIPH Regulations for Category A1 International Horticultural 
Exhibitions  
To be considered by AIPH General Meeting 09 September 2019, Beijing, China 
 
Summary Table reflecting all the changes that are suggested in the new version of regulations. 
 

Section Previous version (if any) Proposed version 

Section 3 

Definitions 
 

 1. An exhibition is international when 
more than one State takes part in it.  
2. Participants in an international 
exhibition comprise on the one hand 
exhibitors of States which are 
officially represented, on the other 
hand international organisations or 
exhibitors from countries which are 
not officially represented and lastly 
those who are authorised in 
accordance with the regulations of 
the exhibition to carry on some other 
activity, in particular those granted 
concessions. 

Section 4 

A1 Exhibition 
Category 
 

Fees 
Financial guarantee 
€150,000 (one hundred and fifty 
thousand euro) 
Licence Fee: 
€400,000 (four hundred 
thousand euro) 
Plus a gate fee charge equivalent 
to 1% 
of all gate income over 
€40,000,000 (forty million euro) 

Fees 
12-10 years before opening: 
€500,000 (five hundred 
thousand euro) 
10-8 years before opening: €550,000 
(five hundred and fifty  
thousand euro) 
8-6 years before opening: €600,000 
(six hundred 
thousand euro) 
 
6-4 years before opening: €650,000 
(six hundred and fifty  
thousand euro) 
Less than 4 years before opening: 
€750,000 (seven hundred and fifty  
thousand euro) 
 
See Annex VII for detail 

Section 5 

Application 
Process 
 

An application will consist of the 
following documents: 

 AIPH questionnaire 

 Feasibility study 

 AIPH Site inspection 
report 

 Formal letter of support 
from the AIPH member 
(if applicable) 

5.1 Application process 

An application will consist of the 
following documents: 

 AIPH questionnaire 

 Feasibility study (see Annex 
VIII for the list of items to be 
covered) 

 AIPH Site inspection report 
(provided by AIPH within 6 
weeks of inspection) 



Annex 14b – General Meeting – Beijing, China – 9 September 2019 

 Formal letter of support 
from the host city/region 
(for B) 

 Formal letter requesting 
approval from the 
organization or authority 
making the application. 
This should be signed by 
the most senior person in 
that organization 

 Confirmation that the 
necessary finance will be 
provided to deliver the 
proposed exhibition 

 Confirmation of support 
from national 
government (Class A1 
only) 

 Formal letter of support from 
the AIPH member (if 
applicable) 

 Formal letter requesting 
approval from the 
organization or authority 
making the application.  This 
should be signed by the most 
senior person in that 
organization 

 Confirmation that the 
necessary finance will be 
provided to deliver the 
proposed exhibition 

 Confirmation of support from 
national government.  Letter 
to be signed by at least 
ministerial level. 

5.2 Site inspection prior to approval 

The first site inspection should be 
organized at least 6 weeks prior to the 
next AIPH Exhibitions Committee and 
General Meeting. 

The number of inspectors within the 
AIPH inspection team will be 
determined by AIPH.  Following the 
first inspection a report will be 
produced by the AIPH inspection 
team.  This report will be made 
available to the organisers and to 
AIPH Members. 

 

Organisers are required to provide, at 
their cost, the following for up to five 
AIPH inspectors per visit: 

 Hotel accommodation 

 Food and drink 

 Transportation from point of 
arrival for the duration of the 
visit 

 

In addition organisers are required to 
cover the cost of: 

 Travel costs for the inspectors 
from their home destination.  
This includes flight costs 
(minimum of business class for 
flights over four hours), rail 
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travel and car mileage 
depending on the form of 
transport. 

 Visa-related expenses for 
inspectors, including transport 
to the closest visa centre, visa 
and consular fees 

 Vaccinations for the inspectors 
if recommended or mandatory 

 

 
Section 6 

Approval 
 

AIPH will consider the application 
in closed session and inform the 
applicant of the decision at the 
earliest opportunity. The General 
Meeting is entitled to grant 
approval subject to conditions. 
In the event that there is 
competition for a particular time 
period for hosting an exhibition 
AIPH will reach a judgement on 
the matter. 
For Class A1 World Horticultural 
Exhibitions it is also necessary to 
gain recognition from the BIE 
(www.bie-paris.org). AIPH 
approval is required prior to 
making an application to BIE. 

AIPH will consider the application in 
closed session and inform the 
applicant of the decision at the 
earliest opportunity.  The General 
Meeting is entitled to grant approval 
subject to conditions. 
In the event that there is competition 
for a particular time period for hosting 
an exhibition AIPH will reach a 
judgement on the matter, with the 
General Meeting deciding which 
applicant shall be granted approval.  
In arriving at its decision AIPH shall 
take into account the considerations 
put forward and, in particular, any 
special reasons of an historical or 
ethical nature, the period which has 
elapsed since the last exhibition, and 
the number of displays/gardens 
already organised by the competing 
countries. Except in exceptional 
circumstances AIPH shall give 
preference to an exhibition organised 
in the territory of AIPH members. 
For Class A1 World Horticultural 
Exhibitions it is necessary to gain 
recognition from the BIE (www.bie-
paris.org).  AIPH approval is required 
prior to making an application to BIE. 
The opening and closing dates of an 
exhibition and its general features 
shall be laid down at the time of 
approval and may be changed only 
with the agreement of AIPH. 
  An applicant which has been 
granted the approval of an exhibition 
shall lose all rights arising from the 
approval if it changes the date 
reserved for the exhibition, except if 
the General Meeting of AIPH 
provides the authorization for a 
change of opening or closing dates of 
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an exhibition. If an applicant wishes 
to organize the exhibition at another 
date, the applicant concerned shall 
make a fresh application. 

Section 7 

Gifts 

 No valuable (exceeding 100 euros or 
equivalent) gifts or gratuities may be 
given to or accepted/received by 
AIPH Members, staff or 
representatives from Exhibition 
applicants or organisers or from those 
representing them.  
 
Valuable gifts are goods or items of 
value, cash or cash equivalents, such 
as cheques, honorariums, money 
orders, stocks and savings bonds. 
Gift certificates and gift cards are not 
considered cash equivalents but are 
subject to the limitation on common 
business courtesies. 
 
Gratuities are favours or gifts, usually 
without any tangible form, which 
include any free or discounted items 
or services, such as meals, 
entertainment event tickets, 
accommodation or travel expenses, 
for which payment is normally 
required. 
 
No advantage or promise of an 
advantage may be made to or 
accepted by an AIPH Member, staff 
or representative. 
 
These restrictions shall be respected 
by the AIPH Members, staff, 
representatives, applicants, 
governments and by all those acting 
on behalf of or supporting the 
applicant. 
The same restrictions apply to the 
applicants’ relations with third parties, 
in particular the media. 
 
All gifts or gratuities (below the 100 
euro limit and excluding any Expo-
branded, city, country or local-
branded item, Expo mascots, 
souvenirs, food and drink) must be 
declared to AIPH Secretariat who will 
maintain a catalogue of gifts received.  
This catalogue can be made available 
for inspection on request. 
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Section 8 

Reporting to 
AIPH 
 

Following approval from AIPH, 
organisers are required to 
verbally report progress to AIPH 
meetings and field questions from 
members.  Reports must be 
presented in English. The 
frequency of reports required will 
be specified by the AIPH 
Secretariat General but will be at 
least once per year following 
approval. 
 
 
 
 
 
The number of inspectors within 
the AIPH inspection team will be 
determined by AIPH but will 
normally be two. Following each 
inspection a report will be 
produced by the AIPH inspector. 
This report will be made available 
to the organisers and to AIPH Full 
Members. 
 
Organisers are required to 
provide, at their cost, the 
following for up to two AIPH 
inspectors per visit: 

 Hotel accommodation 
 Food and drink 
 Transportation from point 

of arrival for the duration 
of the visit 

 
In addition organisers are 
required to cover the cost of: 

 Travel costs for the 
inspectors from their 
home destination.  This 
includes flight costs 
(minimum of ‘premium 
economy / economy plus’ 
for flights over six hours), 
rail travel and car mileage 
depending on the form of 
transport. 

 
 
 

8.1 Before the Expo 

Following approval from AIPH, 
organisers are required to verbally 
report progress to AIPH meetings and 
field questions from members.  
Reports must be presented in 
English. The frequency of reports 
required will be specified by the AIPH 
Secretariat General but will be at 
least once per year following 
approval. 

Following approval organisers will be 
subject to regular (at least annual) 
on-site inspections. 

The number of inspectors within the 
AIPH inspection team will be 
determined by AIPH. Following each 
inspection, a report will be produced 
by the AIPH inspection team. This 
report will be made available to the 
organisers and to AIPH Members. 
 
 
 
Organisers are required to provide, at 
their cost, the following for up to five 
AIPH inspectors per visit: 

 Hotel accommodation 
 Food and drink 
 Transportation from point of 

arrival for the duration of the 
visit 

 
In addition, organisers are required to 
cover the cost of: 

 Travel costs for the inspectors 
from their home destination.  
This includes flight costs 
(minimum of business class 
for flights over four hours), rail 
travel and car mileage 
depending on the form of 
transport. 

 Visa-related expenses for the 
inspectors, including transport 
to the closest visa centre, visa 
and consular fees 

 Vaccinations for the 
inspectors if recommended or 
mandatory 
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The organiser will make provision for 
an AIPH staff member to be present 
on site during the two months prior to 
opening to manage relations with 
international participants. All 
transport, food, and accommodation 
costs will be covered by the 
organiser.   

 
Section 9 

Sanctions 
 

In the event that approval is 
withdrawn there would be no 
reimbursement of any of the 
financial guarantee and the 
organisers would be liable to pay 
to AIPH the full gate fee payment 
as agreed at the original 
approval. 

When approval is withdrawn the 
exhibition must remove all 
reference to AIPH in any 
communication relating to the 
event. 

 

For Class A1 exhibitions then 
AIPH would inform BIE of its 
decision. 

 

In the event that approval is 
withdrawn there would be no 
reimbursement of any of the financial 
guarantee and the organisers would 
be liable to pay to AIPH the full 
licence fee payment as agreed at the 
original approval. 
 
When approval is withdrawn the 
exhibition must remove all reference 
to AIPH in any communication 
relating to the event. 
 
AIPH will inform BIE of its decision. 

Section 10 

Services 
Provided by 
AIPH 
 

AIPH will provide the following 
services to approved A1 
exhibitions: 

 AIPH assists in organizing 
3 International Honorary 
Jury rounds and pays for 
the flight tickets (economy 
class) and hotel rooms of 4 
foreign Honorary Jury 
Members; at least two of 
them are to be nominated 
by AIPH. 

 AIPH will maintain and 
make available a list of 
competent International 
Honorary Jury members. 

 AIPH donates a prize for 
the International 
competition. This prize 
consists of an AIPH 

AIPH will provide the following 
services to approved A1 exhibitions: 

10.1. International Honorary Jury 

 AIPH assists in organizing 3 
International Honorary Jury 
rounds and will nominate four 
foreign Honorary Jury 
Members. 

 AIPH will maintain and make 
available a list of competent 
International Honorary Jury 
members. 

 AIPH donates a prize for the 
International competition. This 
prize consists of an AIPH 
certificate, and an ‘AIPH award 
trophy’. 

Organisers are required to provide, at 
their cost, the following for the AIPH 
Jury members per Jury round: 
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certificate, and an ‘AIPH 
award trophy’. 

 AIPH will encourage its 
member organizations by 
all means to participate in 
the exhibition. 

 AIPH can provide support 
in the development and 
organization of 
competitions during the 
Expo.  This includes the 
following: 
 Assistance in 

preparing competition 
rules 
 

 Assistance in 
organization and 
management of the 
juries (national and 
international 
competitions) 

 Assistance in 
determining the results 
of jury deliberations 

 AIPH will promote the 
exhibition and seek to gain 
publicity for the exhibition 
and for prize winners 
through the AIPH website, 
media releases and 
newsletters.  AIPH will also 
seek to attract more 
international visitors to the 
exhibition. 

 AIPH will endeavour to 
respond to questions 
relating to technological, 
infrastructural and 
horticultural aspects of 
exhibitions or to 
recommend appropriate 
consultancy support. 

 AIPH will give access to 
the ‘AIPH Guide for the 
Organisers of International 
Horticultural Exhibitions’ 
as well as to related 
Technical Guidance Notes 

 AIPH will provide access 

 Hotel accommodation 
 Food and drink 
 Transportation from point of 

arrival for the duration of the 
visit 

 
In addition organisers are required to 
cover the cost of: 

 Travel costs for the Jury 
members from their home 
destination.  This includes 
flight costs (minimum of 
business class for flights over 
four hours), rail travel and car 
mileage depending on the 
form of transport. 

 Visa-related expenses for the 
Jury members, including 
transport to the closest visa 
centre, visa and consular fees 

 Vaccinations for the Jury 
members if recommended or 
mandatory  

 
10.2 Promotional services, expert 
support and networking opportunities 
 

 AIPH will encourage its 
member organizations, by all 
means,  to participate in the 
exhibition. 

 AIPH will promote the 
exhibition and seek to gain 
publicity for the exhibition and 
for prize winners through the 
AIPH website, media releases 
and newsletters.  AIPH will 
also seek to attract more 
international visitors to the 
exhibition. 

 AIPH will endeavour to 
respond to questions relating 
to technological, 
infrastructural and horticultural 
aspects of exhibitions or to 
recommend appropriate 
consultancy support. 

 AIPH will give access to the 
‘AIPH Guide for the 
Organisers of International 
Horticultural Exhibitions’ as 
well as to related Technical 
Guidance Notes 
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to the Final Reports from 
previous Exhibitions 

 In exceptional situations 
the Executive Committee 
of AIPH can decide to 
adjust the financial 
obligations of AIPH. The 
organizing committee will 
be informed by AIPH if 
such a situation occurs. 

 

 AIPH will provide access to 
the Final Reports from 
previous Exhibitions 

 In exceptional situations the 
Executive Committee of AIPH 
can decide to adjust the 
financial obligations of AIPH. 
The organizing committee will 
be informed by AIPH if such a 
situation occurs. 
 

10.3 Additional services 
 

 If necessary, AIPH can 
provide support in the 
development and organization 
of competitions during the 
Expo, subject to additional 
fees to be defined with the 
Expo organizer according to 
the level of support and AIPH 
investment required.  This 
may include the following: 

 Assistance in preparing 
competition rules 

 
 Assistance in organization 

and management of the 
juries (national and 
international competitions) 

 
 Assistance in determining 

the results of jury 
deliberations 

 
Section 11 

AIPH Garden 
 

 In all A1-Class exhibitions the 
Organiser must provide space for 
AIPH to promote its activities.  

If the Organiser would like AIPH to 
participate with a garden, a minimum 
funding of 200, 000 euros (two 
hundred thousand euros) should be 
allocated by the Organiser, for the 
purposes of design, construction, 
maintenance and staffing.  

The allocated funding is payable to 
AIPH prior to design and construction 
costs being incurred. 
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In case the Organiser assists AIPH in 
elaborating the Garden, AIPH 
reserves the right to approve the 
proposed design and constructor. 

Section 12 

Use of AIPH 
Brand 
 

AIPH encourages the use of the 
AIPH brand in association with 
the promotion and endorsement 
of exhibitions.  Organisers are 
required to follow the AIPH Brand 
Use Rules as outlined in Annex 
VI. 

 

As a minimum the AIPH brand 
must be used as follows: 

 In all promotional material 
produced for the 
exhibition 

 On the exhibition website, 
including link to AIPH 
website 

 On information provided 
to exhibitors 

 On media releases 
 Visible at exhibition 

entrances 
 On exhibition entry tickets 
 On a flag displayed 

 

The AIPH brand can be used on 
merchandise sold from the 
exhibition.  In this case all uses 
must obtain prior approval from 
the AIPH Secretariat and may be 
subject to a royalty charge. 

 

AIPH encourages the use of the AIPH 
brand in association with the 
promotion and endorsement of 
exhibitions.  Organisers are required 
to follow the AIPH Brand Use Rules 
as outlined in Annex VI. 

 

As a minimum the AIPH brand must 
be used as follows: 

 In all promotional material 
produced for the exhibition 

 On the exhibition website 
(including the homepage), 
including link to AIPH website 

 In all communications to the 
international network, such as 
Expo presentations at the BIE, 
AIPH, at other exhibitions  

 On information provided to 
exhibitors 

 On media releases 
 Visible at exhibition entrances 
 On exhibition entry tickets 
 On a flag displayed 

 

The AIPH brand can be used on 
merchandise sold from the exhibition.  
In this case all uses must obtain prior 
approval from the AIPH Secretariat 
and may be subject to a royalty 
charge. 

 

Section 13 

Exhibition 
Requirements 
 

11.1 – Opening and Closing 
Ceremonies 

All exhibitions are required to 
have an opening ceremony.  
Class A1 and B exhibitions are 
also required to have a closing 
ceremony.  Organisers must 
allow for a speech from an AIPH 
representative during these 
ceremonies.  AIPH undertakes to 

13.1 Opening and Closing 
Ceremonies 

Class A1 exhibitions are required to 
have an opening and a closing 
ceremony.  Organisers must allow for 
a speech from an AIPH 
representative during these 
ceremonies. AIPH undertakes to 
provide a representative to make a 
speech in English. The speech will be 
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provide a representative to make 
a speech in English.  The speech 
will be delivered by the AIPH 
Secretary General, the AIPH 
President or an alternative senior 
AIPH office holder.  AIPH Prizes 
can also be presented during 
these ceremonies. 

 

Organisers are required to 
provide, at their cost, the 
following for the AIPH officer 
delivering the speech: 

 Hotel accommodation 
 Food and drink 
 Transportation from point 

of arrival for the duration 
of the visit 

 

In addition organisers are 
required to cover the cost of: 

 Travel costs from their 
home destination.  This 
includes flight costs 
(minimum of ‘premium 
economy / economy plus’ 
for flights over six hours), 
rail travel and car mileage 
depending on the form of 
transport. 

 

delivered by the AIPH Secretary 
General, the AIPH President or an 
alternative senior AIPH office holder.  
AIPH Prizes can also be presented 
during these ceremonies. 

Organisers are required to provide, at 
their cost, the following for the AIPH 
officer delivering the speech and one 
accompanying person: 

 Hotel accommodation 
 Food and drink 
 Transportation from point of 

arrival for the duration of the 
visit 
 

In addition organisers are required to 
cover the cost of: 

 Travel costs for the speaker 
and accompanying person 
from their home destination.  
This includes flight costs 
(minimum of business class 
for flights over four hours), rail 
travel and car mileage 
depending on the form of 
transport. 

 Visa-related expenses for the 
speaker and accompanying 
person, including transport to 
the closest visa centre, visa 
and consular fees 

 Vaccinations for the speaker 
and accompanying person if 
recommended or mandatory  

 

The organiser shall invite AIPH 
members to the Opening Ceremony 
(at least five places per member) at 
no charge and provide free entry to 
the site. 

The organiser shall invite the 
organisers of upcoming AIPH 
approved International Horticultural 
Exhibitions to the Opening Ceremony 
(at least five places per Exhibition) at 
no charge and provide free entry to 
the site. 
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13.2 
International 
participation 
 
 

11.2 – International Participation 

 

Participants from all countries 
should be allowed to participate 
in an international horticultural 
exhibition under the same 
conditions in order to permit an 
unprejudiced comparison 
between the products of the 
different countries. 

To that end it is necessary that 
the products of foreign 
participants can be exhibited as 
unhindered by measures and 
restrictions of customs and 
phytosanitary rules as products 
from the organizing country. 

Products to be displayed should 
be allowed at the exhibition in their 
original state (e.g. kind and form of 
the products, substrates, 
container growth, varieties and 
species) and there must be no 
discrimination between 
participants from the host country 
and foreign participants in the 
international section of an 
exhibition. 

The AIPH member associations 
should support only those 
horticultural exhibitions or shows 
of a specialized horticultural 
nature which have been 
recognized by the General 
Meeting of AIPH after consultation 
with the AIPH Marketing 
Committee. In the event of a 
conflict between exhibitions, AIPH 
members are obliged to give 
preference to participation in the 
exhibition recognized by AIPH. 

In each country/region where an 
exhibition is planned, there must 
be one organization or committee 
responsible for the participation in 
an international horticultural 
exhibition. 

This should be the function of an 
AIPH member organization. If the 

13.2 International participation 
13.2.1 Invitations 

All invitations to participate in an 
exhibition shall be sent through 
diplomatic channels by the 
Government of the organising country 
to the Government of the country 
invited for that country and for the 
other parties in that country to be 
invited. AIPH members of the invited 
countries should be notified about the 
invitation at the same time. The replies 
shall be forwarded to the inviting 
Government by the same channel, as 
well as any requests by non-invited 
parties to participate.  

Invitations to organisations of 
international character shall be sent to 
them directly.  

13.2.2 Obligations to international 
participants 

Participants from all countries should 
be allowed to participate in an 
international horticultural exhibition 
under the same conditions in order to 
permit an unprejudiced comparison 
between the products of the different 
countries. 

To that end it is necessary that the 
products of foreign participants can be 
exhibited as unhindered by measures 
and restrictions of customs and 
phytosanitary rules as products from 
the organizing country. Products to be 
displayed should be allowed at the 
exhibition in their original state (e.g. 
kind and form of the products, 
substrates, container growth, varieties 
and species) and there must be no 
discrimination between participants 
from the host country and foreign 
participants in the international section 
of an exhibition. 

Participants must be informed of time 
available for construction of their 
garden/pavilion, including the final 
point of time they can be on site 
before opening.  The organiser will 
facilitate full and unimpeded access 
to participants during this time.  No 
change can be made to this time 
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member organization adopts other 
arrangements, AIPH must be 
informed.  

All exhibitors must be approved by 
a Committee established by the 
organizer. This can include the 
AIPH member (where there is 
one) from the country which 
wishes to participate in an 
international horticultural 
exhibition. It will be possible in this 
manner to prevent particular 
undesirable exhibitors from 
participating in an international 
horticultural exhibition. 

Exhibitions which have been 
registered with the BIE should 
only admit or reject foreign 
exhibitors with the approval of the 
Commissioner of the Government 
of the country concerned. 

International horticultural 
exhibitions which have been 
recognized by AIPH must set up a 
committee consisting of one 
delegate from each of the 
participating countries. The 
function of committee is to ensure 
the equal observance of the rights 
and duties of exhibitors and they 
should be enabled, in an advisory 
capacity, to assist the organizers 
of exhibitions in laying down the 
conditions for exhibiting and for 
the regulation of the award of the 
prizes. 

Reimbursement of travel and 
lodging costs of delegates (travel 
tickets, hotel costs, subsistence 
etc.) is the responsibility of 
member organizations or the 
organizing committees in the 
various countries. 

 

within four weeks of the opening of 
the Expo. 

The Commissioner General for each 
participant shall be granted VIP 
access to the Expo site at all times. 

The organizers must notify the 
conditions for participation, and 
submit them in the English language 
to AIPH for approval: 

 
 at least three years before the 

opening date of an A1 
exhibition for outdoor 
exhibitions; 

 at least two years before the 
opening date of an A1 
exhibition for indoor 
exhibitions; 

 

The organizer of an international 
exhibition must inform the 
international exhibitors about the 
rules and regulations of working 
permits. 

13.2.3 Organiser’s status and 
relationship with AIPH members  

AIPH member associations should 
support only those horticultural 
exhibitions or shows of a specialized 
horticultural nature which have been 
recognized by the General Meeting of 
AIPH after consultation with the AIPH 
Exhibitions Committee. In the event of 
a conflict between exhibitions, AIPH 
members are obliged to give 
preference to participation in the 
exhibition recognized by AIPH. 

13.2.4 Conditions for accepting 
international participants 

All exhibitors must be approved by a 
Committee established by the 
organizer. This can include the AIPH 
member (where there is one) from the 
country which wishes to participate in 
an international horticultural 
exhibition.  

A1 class exhibitions should only admit 
or reject foreign exhibitors with the 
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approval of the Commissioner of the 
Government of the country concerned. 

13.2.5 Monitoring 

International horticultural exhibitions 
which have been recognized by AIPH 
must set up a committee consisting of 
one delegate from each of the 
participating countries. The function of 
committee is to ensure the equal 
observance of the rights and duties of 
exhibitors and they should be enabled, 
in an advisory capacity, to assist the 
organizers of exhibitions in laying 
down the conditions for exhibiting and 
for the regulation of the award of the 
prizes. 

Reimbursement of travel and lodging 
costs of delegates (travel tickets, hotel 
costs, subsistence etc.) is the 
responsibility of member 
organizations or the organizing 
committees in the various countries. 

The organiser shall provide AIPH with 
contact details, following signing of 
participation contracts, for all 
international participants so 
satisfaction can be monitored. 

The Commissioner General will 
provide a weekly report to AIPH 
regarding any issues associated with 
international participants in the final 
month prior to opening.  Prior to this 
the report will be monthly during the 
six months prior to opening. 

  

An international jury is to be 
organized as outlined in Section 8 
and procedures for dealing with 
jury members are outlined in 
Annex VII.  Organizers are 
required to make practical and 
travel arrangements for the 
international jury.   
 

Organisers are required to 
provide, at their cost (with 
exception of costs covered by 
AIPH as outlined in Section 8), 

13.3 Competitions 

An international jury is to be 
organized as outlined in Section 8 
and procedures for dealing with jury 
members are outlined in Annex VII.   
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the following for international jury 
members: 

 Hotel accommodation 
 Food and drink 
 Transportation from point 

of arrival for the duration 
of the visit 

In addition organisers are 
required to cover the cost of: 

Travel costs from their home 
destination.  This includes flight 
costs (minimum of ‘premium 
economy / economy plus’ for 
flights over six hours), rail travel 
and car mileage depending on 
the form of transport. 

Section 14 

Rules for 
Participation 
 

16.1 Sponsorship 

All participants in AIPH 
recognized exhibitions shall be 
free to negotiate financial and 
other support from third parties, 
provided that support is 
permissible under the legislation 
of the host country and, in the 
case of BIE recognized events, 
complies with that organization’s 
requirements. 

16.2 Commercial activities 

With a view to distribution of 
commercial information, an 
information area can be made 
available ONLY FOR THE 
TRADE in the NATIONAL stands 
(stands representing countries, or 
regions if the country itself is not 
taking part, or of communities 
which are representing a 
country).  

An information area is only 
allowed on national stands with a 
minimum area of 500 m2 (or 
when 500 m2 was requested but 
not granted). 

The maximum area of this 
information area: 100 m2 to be 
set up and incorporated in the 

14.1 Sponsorship 

All participants in AIPH recognized 
exhibitions shall be free to negotiate 
financial and other support from third 
parties, provided that support is 
permissible under the legislation of 
the host country and BIE 
requirements. 

 

 

14.2 Commercial activities 

With a view to distribution of 
commercial information, an 
information area can be made 
available ONLY FOR THE TRADE in 
the NATIONAL stands (stands 
representing countries, or regions if 
the country itself is not taking part, or 
of communities which are 
representing a country).  

An information area is only allowed 
on national stands with a minimum 
area of 500 m2 (or when 500 m2 was 
requested but not granted). 
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stand in such a way that it is not 
“visible” to the general public. 

Section 16 

Exhibition 
Regulations 
 

 16.2 Organizers should produce 
policies which they will follow, 
covering the following: 

 Environment and 
sustainability 

 Ethical practices 
 Human rights policy, 

according to the United 
Nations Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights and The Ten 
Principles of the United 
Nations Global Compact  

 Health and safety 
 Emergency Procedures 

Plant health policy in compliance with 
national legislation 

Section 17 

Relations with 
consultants 
 

 A consultant is any individual or 
company who is not linked by an 
employment contract to the applicant, 
the government, the city, or the Expo 
project and who participates in or 
supports an applicant by providing 
consultancy or similar services in any 
way and at any time. 

The consultant binds him/herself 
personally for his/her activities, as 
well as for the activities of any person 
acting on his/her behalf or on behalf 
of his/her company. 

Any consultant shall agree, 
personally and on behalf of the 
company, not to support more than 

one applicant at the same time (when 
in competition for the same time 
period), keep and store the 
applicant’s data confidentially and 
securely.  
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New Annexes suggested for the new version of regulations. 
 
Annex VIII. Fees and guarantees 

Financial Guarantee: 
Applicants for recognition of an exhibition by AIPH are obliged to provide a financial bank 
guarantee to AIPH directly as the application is submitted or before the site inspection, 
whichever is soonest, in the amount of €150,000 (one hundred and fifty thousand euro). 
AIPH reserves the right not to consider any application submitted without this guarantee.  
 
Provided that the organizers have fulfilled all their obligations, including the submission of a 
final report (format as in Appendix V) not later than ninety days after the closing date, AIPH 
will refund the following proportion of the financial guarantee to the organiser: € 50,000 (fifty 
thousand euros) 
Provided that the AIPH Member (that supported the original application) completes a report 
to review the Expo (in accordance with AIPH guidelines) within one year of the Closing of the 
Expo the the following proportion of the financial guarantee will be paid to the AIPH Member 
one year after the Closing of the Expo:  €50,000. 
If an application is not accepted by AIPH, 100% of the financial bank guarantee will be 
refunded by AIPH. If the application is withdrawn within one year of definitive recognition, 
20% of the financial bank guarantee will be refunded by AIPH. If an application is withdrawn 
more than one year after definitive approval, AIPH will retain the whole financial guarantee.  
 
License Fee: 
For all exhibitions, the organizers are bound to pay to AIPH the specified license fee (See 
section 3). 
The fee structure incentives early bid submission and reflects the increased risk and 
monitoring required for later approved Expos: 
 
12-10 years before opening: €500,000 
10-8 years before opening: €550,000 
8-6 years before opening: €600,000 
6-4 years before opening: €650,000 
Less than 4 years before opening: €750,000  
 
 
Payment of the license fee starts from 3 years ahead of the opening of the exhibition for A1 
Class exhibitions and is due for payment by the following times: 

 3 years before opening: 25% of total fee 
 1 year before opening: 25% of total fee  
 1 month before closing: remaining outstanding fee 

 
Gate Fee: 
In the event that an A1 Exhibition collects a gate income that exceeds €40,000,000 (forty 
million euro) then any income above this will be subject to a 1% gate fee charge payable to 
AIPH within ninety days of the closing ceremony. 
 
AIPH requires a declaration by an independent financial auditor, approved by a professional 
body, regarding the gate income collected by the Expo and the relevant payment to AIPH. 
 
AIPH is registered for Value Added Tax (VAT) in the United Kingdom.  Payment should be 
made following receipt of invoice which will include the addition of UK VAT for exhibitions 
organised in the European Union. 
 
Penalties: 
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In the event that any payment is not made by the due date then interest will be charged on 
outstanding debts.  As AIPH finances operate from the United Kingdom the interest rate 
applied will be in accordance with the 2002 amendment to the UK Late Payment of 
Commercial Debts (Interest) Act 1998.  This entitles AIPH to charge an 8% interest rate plus 
the Bank of England Base Rate.  The interest charged will be the sum of these two interest 
rates. 
 
 
Annex IX. Feasibility study  

The feasibility study shall cover at least the following, in any order: 

 

1. Name 
2. Category 
3. Duration 
4. Opening and Closing Dates 
5. Host City 
6. Organisation and previous experience 
7. Idea and vision 
8. Timeline 
9. Theme  
10. Masterplan 
11. Land development concept of the area covered 
12. Accommodation & Gastronomy 
13. Participants 
14. International competitions 
15. Events program 
16. Visitors 
17. Transportation 
18. Operations 
19. Business plan and financing 
20. Promotion and marketing Strategy 
21. Partnerships and sponsorships 
22. Post Expo Concept 

 


