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Green City Report 
 
Summary 
The appointment of a secretariat, including a Senior International Relations Manager, a 
Communications Manager, and a Technical Advisor, all tasked with furthering the Green City 
initiative, has enabled the programme to make some good progress.  This report outlines 
successful activities to date and offers some insights into future opportunities. 
 
 
Section 1 - Green City Conferences 
1.1 Beijing 2019 
Expo Beijing 2019 opened on April 29th 2019, and runs until 7th October 2019. The AIPH 
International Green City conference runs alongside Expo Beijing 2019, and will be held on 
11th September at the Club Med Joyview in Beijing. The theme of the conference was 
chosen to focus on the role of plants in reducing pollution and contributing to urban air 
quality. This is a topic very pertinent to China, and specifically Beijing, with 22 million 
residents and a history of air pollution. 
 
The speaker lineup for the conference was selected to present recent findings and opinions 
and the practical implementation of these in urban landscapes. China Flower Association 
selected key speakers from China, and AIPH selected practitioners and academics with 
global experience. CFA contributed funding to the cost of airfares and hotel accommodation 
for three AIPH invited speakers. CFA has organised translation for the duration of the full 
programme. 
 
The full programme is listed on the website http://aiph.org/aiph-events/71st-annual-
congress-beijing/.  It is hoped that the conference will be filmed.  
 
 
1.2 Other AIPH Green City Conferences 
Discussions continue with Qatar regarding potential hosting of an AIPH Green City 
conference in the next few years.  
 
Section 2 – AIPH Gardens 
2.1 AIPH Community Garden – 2018 Taichung World Flora Expo 
Taichung World Flora Expo closed on 24th April, 2019. At the closing ceremony, AIPH 
presented a special honorary award to the City of Almere for the application of Green City 
principles in its garden and pavilion, and for its inclusion of novel urban food production and 
greening. 
 
Taichung World Flora Expo attracted over 7 million visitors, showcasing the power of plants 
to present the theme of the inter-relationships between Green, Nature and People. 
 
Also delivering key Green City messages was the AIPH/COA Community Garden. Further 
information and a video showing the construction of the garden can be viewed at 
http://aiph.org/aiph_event/taichungchinese-tapei-201819-a2b1/. The brochure explaining the 
garden can be viewed in the annex. 
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2.2 AIPH Re-Wilding Garden – Expo 2019 Beijing 
The AIPH garden, designed by Grant Associates, has four main themes: An Urban Healing 
Forest Garden; a Rain Garden; a Pollination Meadow; and a Flower Pavilion. Through these 
themes, visitors to the garden are shown how intelligent use of plants can improve and 
enhance the lives of citizens and reintroduce and support urban nature.  
http://aiph.org/aiph_new/aiph-gardenpromotes-green-city-principles-at-expo-2019-beijing/. 
 
The garden has changed as the seasons have changed, with cleverly selected planting 
providing constant interest to visitors. Reports from volunteers helping in the garden strongly 
suggest that AIPH Re-wilding garden was used for a break from the intensity and crowds of 
the other numerous spaces within the expo. Compared to some of the other international 
gardens people tend to stay longer and sit in the garden, whereas the other gardens are 
more about passing through. 
The garden will remain on site in Beijing after the Expo, as a permanent display of Green 
City principles. 
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Section 3 – Projects 
 
3.1 Partner Organisations 
Green Cities Consultancy (Hanim Dur and Pinar Acar) delivered a document analysing the 
top world green city and sustainability organisations, presenting their alignment with AIPH 
vision and initiatives, and individual features and strengths. AIPH is following up on many of 
the recommendations to establish mutually beneficial partnerships.  
 
3.2 World Green City Organisation 
Currently there exist many international organisations to which cities can be members. 
Some of these have an interest in city greening and the use of the landscape but there are 
none for which this is the focus. 
There is a need for an international organisation to be formed, to which cities themselves 
can become members, to provide a platform for the sharing of best practice and promotion 
of Green City principles. 
AIPH continues to investigate the possibility of forming a ‘World Green City Organisation’ 
(exact name still under consideration), which focuses on effective use of plants in city 
landscapes to address modern challenges relating to environmental, health, economic, and 
social issues. 
 
The initial proposal that AIPH made to Expo 2021 Doha to consider funding a feasibility 
study into the concept is still under discussion. AIPH Technical Advisor, Audrey Gerber, is 
preparing a preliminary summary that expands on the outline of the feasibility study. This 
covers: 

 Terms of reference for such an organisation 
 Ways of working, based on a review of equivalent organisations in other sectors 
 Development of costings and business plan for the organisation, including 

membership fees 
 Draft strategic plan for the organisation; laying out potential goals, milestones and 

ambitions 
 Identify first tranche of cities that may be interested to join 
 Identify potential international partners; these could be organisations like UN, 

NGOs or commercial organisations 
 Requirements for ongoing management of such an organisation and lasting  

benefits to a host city. 
 
Part of the concept document in preparation will be to consider how the AIPH would best be 
positioned to support or guide the organisation. 
 
 
3.3 Green City Awards and Guide 
Awards 
AIPH continues to progress the idea of creating a World Green City award. This would be 
similar to other initiatives that recognise cities the lead global thinking and practice in 
sustainable and innovative solutions to current challenges, but would focus on the ability of 
plants to provide solutions. AIPH continues discussions with Expo 2021 Doha regarding this. 
 
The focus and intention of the awards is outlined below, as presented in a previous Green 
City report. 
 
AIPH would develop criteria (much of this has been developed already) and launch the 
award to cities worldwide. We would seek to partner with an existing city organisation to 
achieve this (e.g. UN Habitat, C40, ICLEI, etc). Cities would be invited to enter and the 
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winners would be announced at an AIPH-approved Expo. Winners could also be invited to 
showcase their greening projects. 
 
The Green City Award is essentially an international competition that cities can enter to: 

 Gain recognition for the greening they have done and the benefits of this; 
 Promote their city at an international level; 
 Inspire other cities to become greener; 
 Stimulate economic development; 
 Improve the health of citizens; 
 Increase job opportunities; 
 Stimulate stronger regulation requiring greening 

 
It is proposed that Green City Award be open to all city governments and relevant 
organisations around the world, or local consortiums where city government plays a key 
role. 
 
Website and Green City Guide 
The main source of information on the Award would be a dedicated website, which will also 
be home to the Green City Guide. 
It is proposed that the Green City Guide be turned into primarily a web-based resource, 
structured around the key topics covered by the Award. This would include a library of case 
studies, building upon case studies already found in the Green City Guide, as well as 
winning entries to the award. 
A 20-page paper version of the guide providing an executive summary of the best-practice 
and principles advocated could offer a valuable and cost-effective addition to this online 
resource. 
 
Section 4 – Resources 
4.1 Secretariat 
Technical Advisor, Audrey Gerber, and Senior International Relations Manager, Treve 
Evans, prepared an updated Green City strategy, which builds on ideas and aspirations for 
the AIPH Green City initiative. As discussions progress with partners and funding sources, 
the capacity of AIPH to deliver these initiatives in part or in entirety will become clearer. 
AIPH Green City programme continues to be supported by Bill Hardy and Karen 
Tambayong.  
 
Section 5 – Other events and activities 
5.1 The Nature of Cities (TNOC) conference, Paris, June 2019. 
 
Audrey Gerber attended the TNOC conference in Paris in June 2019. The Nature of Cities 
(TNOC) Summit, held in Paris from 4-7 June 2019, brought together a unique diversity of 
thought leaders and practitioners to catalyse a cross-disciplinary movement for collaborative 
green cities. The Summit convened diverse voices and actors, designing interactive 
sessions to build new connections and propel change—both on an individual and 
organizational level. Participants ranged from artists, writers, and activists to people working 
in academia, urban planning, policy, and practice. There were 371 attendees from 168 cities 
and 52 countries, and the metrics gathered about participants suggest great diversity. 
Audrey Gerber attended the conference to find out about current Green City thinking 
amongst practitioners, and to establish contacts with potentially influential colleagues. 
Although the theme of the conference was about nature, the horticultural industry was 
disappointingly under-represented. The summit programme involved many interactive 
sessions where debate and exchange of ideas across disciplines was nurtured. A press 
release was sent out, and Audrey Gerber wrote a report about the conference in 
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FloraCulture International magazine. https://www.floraculture.eu/minds/urban-greening-
worldwide-inspired-by-tnoc-summit-in-paris/ 
 
5.2 FloraCulture International magazine as a voice for AIPH Green City initiative. 
FCI magazine has relaunched the Green City Post which reports on global Green City 
activities and developments. Using the title and hashtag “Green City Post”, detailed reviews 
and a shorter column style feature will be prepared for most issues. Audrey Gerber liaises 
with FCI editor Ron van der Ploeg to decide on a topic and format for publication. 
To date the FCI Green City Post has featured Melbourne as a Green City case study, 
reported on TNOC summit, and reviewed the status of London as a National Park City. 
The hashtag #Greencitypost is also used on Instagram posts. 
 
 


