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Exhibitions Report:  September 2018 to March 2019 

Summary  

Since the Meeting in Padova inspection visits have been carried out in Beijing, Yangzhou, 
Doha, Almere and Hatay and a seminar attended in Łódź.  The Opening Ceremony of the 
2018 Taichung World Flora Expo took place on 3 November in front of huge audience and 
since then many millions of visitors have enjoyed the Expo.  Following approval of Expo 
2023 Kahramanmaras (Turkey) during the Congress work has been underway there to 
progress construction and promotion. 

Section 1 – Exhibitions 

1.1 Taichung - Taichung World Flora Exposition 2018/19 (A2/B1) 

This expo has been very successful in terms of visitor numbers and is likely to reach at least 
6 million visitors.  The AIPH garden has been well received and AIPH received a very high 

profile during the opening.  See http://aiph.org/aiph_new/aiph-president-addresses-
thousands-at-2018-taichung-world-flora-expo-opening-spectacular/.  During December 2018 
the mayor of the city changed.  The new mayor extended the policy of free entry to the Expo.  
On 4 March Kevin Chung and T Briercliffe met with the Vice Mayor and secured their 
agreement that they will pay the full gate fee as if every visitor had paid the correct entry fee.  

International jury members, B Oosterom, T Briercliffe, K Chung and S Wada will carry out 
the final jury round on 23 April and the Closing Ceremony will take place on 24 April. 

The AIPH/COA Garden, designed by Nilufer Danis, has been a great success and very 
popular with visitors.  An opening ceremony was held for the garden and the Mayor attended 
this.  This event really started the main media interest in the opening of the Expo. 

AIPH supported the announcement of the Taichung Declaration to which cities from all over 
the world committed to implementing the Re-
discover GNP moto of the Expo. 
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1.2 International Horticultural Exposition Beijing China 2019 (A1)  

Snow came late to Yanqing so this helped the construction 
process.  Some countries are behind in their construction but 
overall progress is good.  The expo has been raised to a higher 
level of importance within the Chinese Government.  Despite 
earlier difficulty in finding a cost-effective way to construct the 
AIPH garden, this has been overcome and construction is 
progressing well and to time.  Designers Grant Associates are 
visiting again in mid-March to review progress.  They will be 
accompanied by representatives of Expo 2024 Lodz who will also 
make use of the pavilion. 

An inspection visit was carried out in October 2018 and 
report issued.   
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 AIPH Garden design: 

 

 

 

1.3 International Horticultural Exhibition Yangzhou China 2021 (B)  

An inspection visit was carried out in October 2018.  Half of the site was well developed and 
was being used for a regional (Jiangsu) horticultural show.  The area for international 
participants was yet to be constructed.  Overall, work was progressing well and staging this 
smaller exhibition provided a good opportunity to rehearse many of the operations for the 
real Expo in 2021. 
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1.6 Expo Hatay 2021 – Turkey (B) 

An inspection visit took place on 11-14 December 2018 with B Oosterom, T Briercliffe, O 
Bagdatlioglu and T Evans.  Construction has not yet started on either site.  There is now a 
clear masterplan for each of the two locations and work is due to commence in May, after 
regional elections.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.7 Expo 2021 Doha Qatar (A1) 

This Expo gained BIE recognition on 22 November 2018.  This was followed by media 
announcement of the approval - http://aiph.org/aiph_new/aiph-approves-expo-2021-doha-
qatar/.  An inspection visit was carried out in February 2019.  Work with the masterplan is 
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progressing well but further work is required in establishing an Organising Committee and 
progressing international participation.   

Qatar will provide AIPH with a booth at their upcoming Agriteq show in Doha on 18-20 
March.   

 

1.8 Floriade Amsterdam Almere – Netherlands 2022 (A1) 

B Oosterom and T Briercliffe visited the Expo site on 17th December to meet with the 
Floriade team and newly appointed Commissioner General, Annemarie Jorritsma (former 
Mayor of Almere).  Following recent discussions within the City of Almere the Expo have 
reached a clear agreement with the city on development of the site.  The process of 
international invitations is well underway.   

1.5 Australis 2020 – Sydney, Australia (B – Provisional) 

During the Annual Congress in Padova Australis made an application to host the Expo in 
Sydney in October 2022-March 2023.  This was agreed subject to payment of the Financial 
Guarantee and other conditions.  Although Australis has secured the verbal support of the 
NSW Government and the use of the former Olympic site has been agreed, the process of 
applying for funding from Government and other sources is ongoing so AIPH has not yet 
been able to confirm approval of this Expo. 

1.9 Expo Łódź 2024 (A1) – Poland 

The organisers have been working in hard 
in seeking approval from the Polish 
government and in raising awareness with 
the citizens of the city.  Tim Briercliffe 
spoke at a European Economic Forum 
event in Lodz on 15-16 October on the 
role and benefit of Expo.  PwC have been 
appointed to conduct a feasibility analysis 
for the city as the next steps are 
prepared.  
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1.10 Kahramanmaras 2023 (B) - Turkey - Application 

The application from Kahramanmaras was approved by AIPH 
during the 70th Annual Congress in Padova.  Work is 
underway to raise awareness of the Expo and construction is 
already underway.  As with other Turkish cities the current 
focus is on the elections at the end of March.  AIPH supported 
the promotion of the Expo by hosting a lunch in Taichung in 
November 2018.  

 

1.13 Yokohama 2026/27 (A1) – Japan – Application 

The City of Yokohama will attend the Spring Meeting and give a presentation on their ideas 
for an A1 Expo in Yokohama.  It is not yet clear which year they will be applying for but we 
expect to receive an application during the Annual Congress.  Osaka was successful in 
winning the BIE rights to host 2025 World Expo so Yokohama has to keep the proximity of 
this event in mind. 

1.14 Floralies Internationales Nantes 2019 (C) – France 

The exhibition gained formal recognition from AIPH members during the General Meeting in 
Melbourne and they presented their plans at the 2018 congress in Padova.  The show will 
run from 8-19 May 2019.  B Oosterom and T Briercliffe will participate in the international jury 
on 7 May and Bernard will be chair of the jury.    

1.15  Other potential C category Expos 

AIPH is in discussion with the International Orchid Show in Tainan (Chinese Taipei) and an 
application is expected for TIOS 2020.  T Briercliffe will also attend Goyang show in Korea in 
May 2019 and join a meeting of CAFE (Council of Asian Flower Exhibitions) to seek further 
applications. 

1.15  Greentech 2019 (D) – Netherlands  

Greentech will take place on 11-13 June 2019 at the RAI in Amsterdam.  This year AIPH is 
providing additional support with advertising in FloraCulture International.  AIPH is also 
organising a tour programme for international visitors with the additional aim of stimulating 
international visitors to attend Greentech. See http://aiph.org/aiph-events/fci-tours/.    

1.16 Flormart 2019 (D) – Italy 

Flormart will take place on 26-28 September 2019 in Padova with continued AIPH approval. 

1.16 Other potential D Category trade shows 

IPM Essen (Germany) will be making an application for D category approval.  An application 
is also expected from MyPlant and Garden (Milan, Italy).  AIPH and FCI teams are in contact 
with a number of other international trade shows and there is increased interest now that the 
package comes with FCI advertising to the value of €8,000. 
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Section 2 – Strengthening the value in AIPH exhibition approval 

2.1 AIPH Expo Conferences 

The next AIPH Expo Conference will be held in Noordwijk on 1 April 2019.  Due to time 
constraints this will only include presentations from expos in preparation.       

2.2 Contract with Sven Stimac 

AIPH has not used the services of Sven Stimac so much during 2018/19 due to his other 
commitments with Expo 2022 Floriade Almere in the Netherlands. 

2.3 Contract with Green Cities 

During 2019 AIPH will continue to strengthen its list of Expo contacts in each country.  More 
work will also be done to develop an online Expo archive as well as other projects.  

 

Section 3 – Other organisations and partners 

3.1 BIE 

Bernard Oosterom, Tim Briercliffe and Treve Evans attended the BIE General Assembly in 
Paris on 22-23 November.  An update was given by by Beijing and Floriade Almere and 
Expo 2021 Doha Qatar gained formal BIE recognition.   

   

 


