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Green City Report:  September 2018 to March 2019 

Summary  

Following a successful Green City Conference in Padova in September AIPH has focused 
on strengthening internal capability to deliver future Green City projects and to define the 
areas of focus.  This report highlights work on the conferences, AIPH Green City gardens, 
projects in development and resources put in place. 

Section 1 - Green City Conferences 

1.1 Padova 2018 

The AIPH International Green City Conference held in 
Padova, Italy in September 2018 was well received by 
delegates.  For the report on the conference see 
http://aiph.org/aiph_new/aiph-international-green-city-
conference-addresses-retro-fitting-old-cities-with-living-
green/.  The presentations from this and previous 
conferences can be viewed at http://aiph.org/green-
city/.   

The event was live streamed on Facebook and the 
videos of each speaker, as well as interviews with each speaker, can be viewed by visiting 
http://aiph.org/latest-news/media-center/ and clicking ‘video’.  This was made possible with 
the support provided by Flormart. 

1.2 Beijing 2019 

Preparations are underway for the next AIPH International Green City Conference to take 
place in Beijing.  The provisional date is 10th September 2019, alongside Expo 2019 Beijing. 

1.3 Other AIPH Green City Conferences 

Discussions are underway with Turkey and Qatar regarding potential hosting of AIPH Green 
City conferences in the next few years. 

Section 2 – AIPH Gardens 

2.1 AIPH Community Garden – 2018 Taichung World Flora 
Expo 

The AIPH/COA Garden, designed by Nilufer Danis, has been a 
great success and very popular with visitors.  An opening 
ceremony was held for the garden and the Mayor attended this.  
This event really started the main media interest in the opening of 
the Expo.  

Further information and a video showing the construction of the 
garden can be viewed at http://aiph.org/aiph_event/taichung-
chinese-tapei-201819-a2b1/.  The brochure explaining the garden 
can be viewed in the annex. 
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2.2 AIPH Re-Wilding Garden – Expo 2019 Beijing 

This garden, designed by Grant 
Associates, will highlight how cities can 
be improved through the intelligent use 
of the landscape and planting.  Further 
details are at 
http://aiph.org/aiph_new/aiph-garden-
promotes-green-city-principles-at-expo-
2019-beijing/.   

Entering the Garden - Visitors begin their 
journey through a display of the core 
values of sustainable and biophilic 
design. An edible wall will demonstrate how plants thrive in peat-free soil, with some plants 
growing without any soil at all in nutrient rich water (an example of hydroponics). 
 
Urban Healing Forest Garden - Visitors will be immersed in greenery as they continue along 
an elevated boardwalk through an ‘urban forest’. Information boards will explain how 
surrounding trees and plants not only clean the air, soil and water, but also promote well-
being by bringing people into closer contact with nature. A sequence of seating ‘snugs’ will 
further enhance visitors’ immersive experience, providing space to sit and relax, and learn 
more about the work of AIPH. 
 
Rain Garden - This area within the urban forest will showcase sustainable urban drainage 
systems (SuDS) that creatively manage and clean urban run-off, helping to sustain a 
biodiverse rich habitat. 
 
Pollination Meadow - Full of colour and contrasting textures, the meadow will demonstrate 
how cities can provide a biodiverse habitat for birds, bees and butterflies. The selected plant 
species are low management, suited to urban environments and adaptive to climate change. 
 
Flower Pavilion - Inspired by the shape of a chrysanthemum, the official flower of Beijing, the 
pavilion will juxtapose AIPH’s ‘intellectual’ messages with emotionally evocative artworks. 
This will include suspended flower displays, a horticulture-inspired floor graphic and a digital 
display providing information on AIPH’s Green City concept. The pavilion will measure 8m in 
diameter. 
 



AIPH General Meeting, Noordwijk, 1st April 2019 

Annex 4 – Green City Committee Report 

 

3 
 

After the Expo, the AIPH Garden will remain at the show site in Beijing and become a 
permanent showcase for the AIPH Green City concept in the 21st century. 

 
Section 3 - Projects 

2.1 Partner Organisations 

Green Cities Consultancy (Hanim Dur and Pinar Acar) were contracted to research 
international organisations that may have an interest in Green City topics.  See attached 
annex for full list.  From this list we will identify the best prospects for partnership, make 
contact and seek to form a relationship.  It is important that AIPH forges links with 
organisations that can enable us to more effectively reach city decision makers around the 
world. 

2.2 World Green City Organisation 

Currently there exist many international organisations to which cities can be members.  
Some of these have an interest in city greening and the use of the landscape but there are 
none for which this is the focus. 

There is a need for an international organisation to be formed, to which cities themselves 
can become members, to provide a platform for the sharing of best practice and promotion 
of Green City principles.   

We are investigating the opportunity to form a ‘World Green City Organisation’ (exact name 
to be agreed), focused on effective use of the landscape in helping cities face modern 
environmental, health, economic and social challenges.  Other organisations may consider 
the use of landscape as a tool but none take the landscape as the starting point. 

It is hoped that many cities would be interested in joining such an organisation, as more and 
more of them recognise the need to use their landscapes more intelligently, but they do not 
have the knowledge and network to enable them to achieve it.  Potentially, such an 
organisation could be aligned with the United Nations or something similar or could be 
independent.   

AIPH has made an initial proposal to Expo 2021 Doha to consider funding a feasibility study 
into the concept with the potential for such an organisation to be hosted in Doha as a legacy 
of their Expo.  Further discussion on this is expected. 

A feasibility study would cover the following: 

 Terms of reference for such an organisation 
 Ways of working, based on a review of equivalent organisations in other 

sectors 
 Development of costings and business plan for the organisation, including 

membership fees 
 Draft strategic plan for the organisation; laying out potential goals, 

milestones and ambitions 
 Identify first tranche of cities that may be interested to join 
 Identify potential international partners; these could be organisations like UN, 

NGOs or commercial organisations 
 Requirements for ongoing management of such an organisation and lasting 

benefits to a host city. 



AIPH General Meeting, Noordwijk, 1st April 2019 

Annex 4 – Green City Committee Report 

 

4 
 

It is anticipated that the organisation will host annual meetings of its members as well as 
develop project groups and various initiatives that 
can be adopted worldwide.  It could become the 
global repository for Green City knowledge, which at 
the moment does not exist.  AIPH would remain 
involved in the organisation but arguably should 
remain independent from it to ensure the impartiality 
of the organisation. 

Inspiration for the concept came following a visit in 
October 2018 to the World Canal Cities 
Organisation, which is hosted in Yangzhou, China.  

2.3 Green City Awards and Guide 

Cities worldwide are keen to learn best practice in city greening and to promote their own 
greening achievements.  Cities strive to be ‘green cities’ and it is proposed to recognise this 
with an international award.  This concept was developed in 2015 and now AIPH is pushing 
forward to find resources and funding to make it happen.  AIPH is in discussion with Expo 
2021 Doha regarding this. 

Awards currently exist in related areas of environmental management but this would be the 
first city-focused, international award, based on the use of ‘living green’ (i.e. plants in the 
landscape).   

AIPH would develop criteria (much of this has been developed already) and launch the 
award to cities worldwide.  We would seek to partner with an existing city organisation to 
achieve this (e.g. UN Habitat, C40, ICLEI, etc).  Cities would be invited to enter and the 
winners would be announced at an AIPH-approved Expo.  Winners could also be invited to 
showcase their greening projects. 

The Green City Award is essentially an international competition that cities can enter to: 

 Gain recognition for the greening they have done and the benefits of this; 
 Promote their city at an international level; 
 Inspire other cities to become greener; 
 Stimulate economic development; 
 Improve the health of citizens; 
 Increase job opportunities; 
 Stimulate stronger regulation requiring greening 

 

Who can enter the Award? 
It is proposed that Green City Award be open to all city governments and relevant 
organisations around the world, or local consortiums where city government plays a key 
role. 

Award timescale, categories and incentives 
The proposed timescale is illustrated below: 
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The award will recognise winners across three categories in each of the main world regions 
(Africa, America, Asia/Pacific, Europe) as well as one overarching set of “world winners.”  

 Award category 1: Best comprehensive approach – recognise the best holistic 
approach to strategic planning and delivery of green infrastructure to meet the local 
aspirations and needs of city residents and businesses. The approach should offer an 
inspiring model for growing a Green City. 
 

 Award category 2: Best project – recognises the most creative, innovative and 
successful projects that are already being implemented and able to demonstrate 
meaningful impacts, i.e. that have a demonstrable benefit. The best proposals in this 
category will show a balance of innovative characteristics, proven impact to date, 
clear proof of continuing feasibility and good potential for replication. 

 
 Award category 3: Best idea – recognises concepts that are in an early stage of 

development and that are particularly remarkable for their innovative approach. In 
addition to their innovative characteristics, submissions will also be evaluated for 
projected impact, potential for replication and demonstrated feasibility of 
implementation. 
 

Proposed rewards for participating cities are outlined below. These rewards are designed to 
incentivise participation (attending to the needs of both elected officials and city government 
officers). 

Shortlisted entries (9 to 12 in each world region – i.e.: circa 40 in total) will be recognised 
through: 

 Promotion of their ‘shortlisted’ status via the Green City Award marketing 
channels and international media partners. 

 A case study in the Green City Guide online case study library. 
 

In addition to the above, each of the regional and world winners will be rewarded with: 

 An invitation to attend the Green City Award Ceremony. 
 An award certificate and trophy 
 A prize sum  
 Promotion of ‘Winner’ status via the Green City Award marketing channels and 

media partners. 
 

Award criteria and topics 
Award entries will be assessed on the basis of four evaluation criteria: 
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 Vision 
 Impact 
 Implementation 
 Transferability 

 

Website and Green City Guide 
The main source of information on the Award will be its dedicated website, which will also be 
home to the Green City Guide. 

It is proposed that the Green City Guide be turned into primarily a web-based resource, 
structured around the key topics covered by the Award. This could include a library of case 
studies, building upon case studies already found in the publication as well as winning entries 
to the award. 

A 20-page paper version of the guide providing an executive summary of the best-practice 
and principles advocated could offer a valuable and cost-effective addition to this online 
resource. 

The website would also provide:  

 A video promotion of the award 
 The Terms and Condition of the Award 
 Submission Guidelines 
 Submission Proforma 
 Judging Guidelines 
 Jury and technical committee profile 
 News/press releases on progress with each award cycle 

 

Section 3 – Resources 

1.1 Secretariat 

In order to deliver the Green City ambitions of AIPH the Secretariat has been strengthened 
to both find partner organisations, sponsors and to provide technical knowledge and support. 

AIPH Senior International Relations 
Manager, Mr. Treve Evans will lead on 
seeking commercial partnerships and Dr. 
Audrey Gerber has been recruited as 
Technical Advisor to provide technical 
expertise in support of the development 
of partnerships.   

The team will be supported by former 
Green City Committee Chair, Ms. Karen Tambayong as well as the current Chair, Mr. Bill 
Hardy. 

 

 


