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Green City Committee Report:   

March – August 2018 

 
Report from Ms. Karen Tambayong 

 
1. AIPH – MELBOURNE GREEN CITY CONFERENCE (MARCH 2018)  

City decision makers, planners, landscape architects, engineers and the 
horticulture industry were invited to attend the International Green City 
Conference of the AIPH. Leading experts in green, blue, and health spoke at the 
conference which took place at the Melbourne International Flower & Garden 
Show (MIFGS) in Melbourne, Australia on 22 March 2018 in association with 
Nursery Garden Industry Australia (NGIA) and Principle R&D Partner, Hort 
Innovation. 

The conference, entitled ‘Towards a Healthy and Sustainable City’ aimed to 
demonstrate how Green Cities are places where people want to live, how it helps 
them and how ‘living green’ is used to achieve this. 

Presentations included how to make high density cities healthier through greening 
more and creating green spaces to prevent Heart Disease, Obesity, Diabetes and 
Alzheimers. Also, covered the role of green roofs with case study examples from 
Korea and Singapore, and the role of the Water Sensitive City. 

High level speakers outlined the strategy for future Green Cities, including Dr. 
Melanie Davern from RMIT University, Melbourne; Dr. Xiaoqi Feng and Dr. 
Thomas Astell-Burt from University of Wollongong; Neil McCarthy, CEO of World 
Urban Parks; Prof. Kim Sung-Kyun of Seoul National University, Andy Kwek from 
Gardens by the Bay, Singapore and Prof. Tony Wong from Monash University.  
Prof. Wong is founder of the ‘Water Sensitive City’ concept.  He covered the 
importannce of conserving water and 
showed us the great blue and green 
projects in Melbourne. He mentioned that 
“Our knowledge of the traditional ‘values’ 
of open spaces and landscape features 
needs to be bolstered with an 
understanding of the ‘ecological 
functioning’ of the urban landscapes that 
capture the essences of sustainable water 
management, micro-climate influences, 

facilitation of carbon sinks and use for 
food production.” 
 

(Photos: by Karen). Ben Peacock presented 
202020 Vision and Tony Wong presented 
Water Sensitive Cities concepts in 
Melbourne Green Cities Conference 
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(Photos: by AIPH) 

AIPH members at Melbourne International Flower and Garden Show 
 

Source: http://aiph.org/melbourne-green-city-conference/  

 

2. VISITED SEOULLO 7017 SKYGARDEN, SOUTH KOREA 

 Dutch firm MVRDV have transformed an elevated highway in central Seoul into a 
public garden, challenging the city’s existing hierarchies between car and 
pedestrian. Whilst simple in concept, Seoullo 7017 is typical of the city’s ongoing 
investment into open public space that prioritizes livability, walkability and 
communality over economic gain. 

 

  

Seoullo 7017 Skygarden 
 
 MVRDV won the competition bid in 2015, and in just two years have worked to 

transform the inner city highway into a botanical bridge, redirecting traffic and 
redefining it as a public space. More garden than park, the bridge’s primary 
function is providing a much needed pedestrian route, with a vast array of potted 
Korean plant species introduced to slow the movement of people along its 
kilometer length. “Located in the heart of Seoul, a true plant village has been 
realized on a former inner-city highway in an ever-changing urban area,” MVRDV. 
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 Seoullo 7017 connects Namdaemun Market with the city’s Malli-dong, Jungnim-
dong and Cheongpa-dong neighborhoods, sweeping over the top of Seoul’s main 
railway station as well as several multi-lane highways. By connecting these 
formerly fragmented areas, the project aims to have a regeneration impact 
beyond its elevated platform. Whilst the central part of the bridge is exposed 
above a sprawling expanse of railway tracks and lines of traffic, towards each 
end it becomes absorbed within high-rise towers, with new walkways, bridges, 
elevators and escalators connecting the route directly with neighboring hotels, 
shops and gardens. These connections maintain the bridge as a relatively 
uninterrupted and uncommercialized space, whilst supporting it with a sublayer 
of activity and attraction. 

 ‘From the start, MVRDV engaged with this need to change the forgotten and 
existing infrastructure into a green symbol that will become a catalyst for a 
greener quarter for Seoul’ MVRDV. 

 The bridge hosts 50 families of plants, including trees, shrubs and flowers, 
growing in 645 cylindrical concrete pots. Some 24,000 plants create a veneer of 
controlled nature over the strictly urban condition below, subdivided into several 
smaller gardens which have individual identities and change with the seasons. 
Simple in concept, the project’s primary challenge was concerned with how to 
overlay and maintain this mass of Korean planting on an elevated steel and 
concrete structure. The result has drawn criticism for being dominated by a 
concrete grey rather an overtly ‘natural’ appearance, but perhaps the project and 
its young plants need some time to mature. 

  
(Photos: by 

Karen) 

 The walkway has transformed from being a traffic-area to a people-area filled with 
greens and provides a serene space for rest and community engagement in the 
downtown Seoul. 

 
 Furthermore, MVRDV argue that the bridge represents a typically Korean ‘sci-fi’ 

approach to urban vegetation – an aesthetic reinforced by the surreal blue glow 
radiating from the loops of lighting at the bases of the concrete planters – and is 
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honest of the fact that the project is a superimposition of a natural landscape over 
an overwhelmingly urban condition. But the desire for a little more nature is 
understood when crossing the bridge in the height of summer, when larger trees 
would provide some shelter from the oppressive heat. This is indeed the project’s 
ambition, and a vast team of local NGO’s, landscapers, city advisors and 
municipality officials has been amassed to ensure the maintenance and upkeep 
of Seoullo, understanding that its success is dependent on its continued growth. 

 
(Photo: by Karen) 

 
 Seoullo, translating to ‘Seoul Street’ in Korean, is not the city’s first project to 

attempt this, with the Cheonggyecheon Stream acting as an exceptional 
precedent for the successful transformation of vehicular infrastructure into public 
space – a sunken park running for many kilometers through the city. 

 Both projects are instrumental in Seoul’s continued efforts to shift from car to 
foot, with Seoullo’s ‘7017’ derived from the fusion of 1970, the year the overpass 
was constructed, and 2017, the year it was transformed into a public walkway. 
Moreover, the project is symbolic of a renewed interest in adapting and 
revitalizing existing infrastructure rather than reconstructing; a strategy which has 
provided exciting opportunities for many young architects in Seoul. 

 Seoul’s ongoing investment in public space priorities walkability, greenery and 
communality, with the current mayor and former activist, Park Won-soon, 
championing the democratization of public space through the design of a ‘sharing 
city’ – a theme which is central to the city’s inaugural Biennale of Architecture 
and Urbanism. Seoul’s rapid urbanization has long been defined by huge 
development conglomerates taking precedence over government, and this is 
reflected in the city’s lack of civic space or pedestrian movement. The mayor’s 
efforts to redefine this condition have resulted in projects such as Seoullo 7017, 
which is significant in its aspiration to be a genuinely open, public space, boldly 
proclaiming the city’s new agenda. 
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The project aims to be the catalyst for a network of connected green spaces 
across the city, acting as a nursery from which plants can be taken for elsewhere. 

Source: https://arcspace.com/feature/seoullo-7017-skygarden/ 

3. INTERNATIONAL GREEN CAPITAL CONGRESS, KONYA, TURKEY (MAY, 8th 
– 12th 2018) 

In Turkey on the 8th – 12th May 2018, the International Green Capital Congress 
was held with the support of the Municipality of Konya and The Government of 
Turkey where global environmental issues were discussed to leverage the quality 
of the city.  
 

  
(Photos: by 

Karen) 
The City of Konya 

 

The congress was opened by Konya Metropolitan Municipality Mayor, Uğur 
İbrahim Altay, The Chair of The Green City Committee, Karen Tambayong and 
also Prof. Dr. Lou Jie from Silk Road Association Hongkong and others. 
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(Photo: by Karen) 

Ms. Karen Tambayong and Prof. Lou Jie 
 

The congress covered the transformation of city problems that affect people’s life 
because of climate change and the growth in world population. Therefore, 
changes in lifestyle and policies are needed, such as creating more green spaces 
and regaining urban agriculture as a source of food, maintaining carefully the use 
of natural resources, avoiding the destruction of nature by using the present 
technology and decreasing the carbon use to improve the city’s air quality.  

To decrease the heat in the city, green roofs and vertical gardens (city green 
texture) should be created by using plants that are suitable for the ecology of the 
region. The congress also covered protection and preservation of cultural 
heritage sites with their natural beauty to stimulate the local economy through 
tourism. 
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The Turkish-born scholar Ibn Khaldun said, "Cities have a spirit as well. Cities 
are identified by the spirit of the people in the city they live in." 

 

4. SURABAYA WON LEE KUAN YEW WORLD CITY PRIZE 2018 IN SPECIAL 
MENTION CATEGORY (JULY, 9th 2018) 

Surabaya is an emerging city that is commended for its strong appreciation of 
culture and for taking a bold urban development strategy to preserve and develop 
its kampung neighbourhoods, instead of displacing them, while also experiencing 
rapid economic growth. The comprehensive ‘Kampung Improvement Programme’ 
successfully brought together strong community support and participation from 
the citizens to collaborate closely with the local government in transforming the 
kampungs into clean, conducive, and productive environments.  

The initiative is also an inspiring model for alleviating poverty through which the 
city provided professional training to improve the villagers’ in-house production 
of food and crafts for sale, made available cheap credit by the national 
government, and prepared the market to absorb the products. The ‘Kampung 
Unggulan’ (Prominent Kampung) and ‘Pahlawan Ekonomi’ (Economy Hero) 
programmes, and community-based waste management measures such as 
recycling, composting and waste bank helped to formalise and improve the 
economic status of the lower income settlements, transforming their subsistence 
economy into urban economy, while also promoting home-based 
entrepreneurship.  

Mayor Tri Rismaharini is instrumental in the city’s achievements and 
transformation. She is widely acknowledged for her inclusive and people-centric 
urban development approach to advance Surabaya from an unattractive city into 
a clean and green thriving metropolis with improved quality of life. Surabaya has 
successfully mustered many innovative ground-up initiatives by harnessing 
businesses and citizens to make modest attempts at improving the environment, 
creating jobs and managing urban waste. The city government has placed great 
importance on citizenry participation and building trust and worked closely with 
the local universities in seeking policy advice and implementation of its initiatives.  

 
Photo: https://www.leekuanyewworldcityprize.com.sg/ 

The Mayor recipients of the Lee Kuan Yew Awards 
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Surabaya’s strong drive to promote greening in the city deserves praise. The city 
constantly seeks innovative and creative ways despite limited resources to 
achieve its vision, exemplified by partnering with the private sector in the 
development and maintenance of green spaces and environmental improvement 
works. Today there are about 100 active parks in Surabaya, and the green open 
space has reached more than 20% of the city area.  

Surabaya efforts to promote inclusive learning and develop the young population 
are exemplary. With 35% of the city’s annual budget allocated for education, the 
city has improved the literacy level of the community through providing free 
education for the under- privileged, setting up reading corners and mobile 
libraries across the city and in the parks, and offering free computer classes and 
foreign language training to its residents.  

 
City of Surabaya 

The involvement and commitment of both the people and the Mayor working 
closely together for a better quality of life, is clearly felt through the palpable 
vibrancy of the kampungs. Surabaya has distinguished itself as a forward-looking 
emerging city and is an inspiration to other cities in developing economies who 
are looking to learn from a well-managed city now characterised by economic 
growth, social harmony, and environmental sustainability. 
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The Green Space of Surabaya City 

 

5. IFLA WORLD CONGRESS SINGAPORE 2018 (JULY, 18th – 20th 2018) 

The 55th IFLA World Congress 2018 was held from 18-20 July 2018 at Marina Bay Sands, 
the congress concluded successfully with 1,552 attendees from Americas, Europe, Africa, 
Middle East and Asia Pacific, once again underpinning Singapore’s thought-leadership and 
commitment in creating liveable urban ecosystems anchored in biophilia. The sponsor and 
exhibition showcase, with at least 50 products/solutions and more than 200 
academic/technical posters displayed, bolstered the conversations on the important 
contributions landscape architects are increasingly making on how cities are made more 
liveable. 
 

 
 (Photo: by Karen) 

The congress culminated in one of the biggest technical tours organized in Singapore for 
landscape architects. A total of 252 visitors went through a learning journey across 
Singapore’s heartlands, mix-residential projects, public parks and other architectural marvels 
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visiting at least 50 award-winning sites. The tours were specially curated and hosted by the 
congress’s partners allowing participants to bring home unparalleled knowledge about the 
convergence of biophilia, technology and future resilience in building and landscaping 
projects. 

 

  
(Photos: by Karen) 

The Green Hospital - Khoo Teck Puat Hospital 

 

6. SINGAPORE GARDEN FESTIVAL (JULY, 21st – AUGUST, 3rd 2018) 

Singapore Garden Festival (SGF), the first garden showed the showcase 
creations from the world’s top award-winning garden and floral designers under 
one roof, from 21 July to 3 August 2018. This is the seventh time the biennial 
event attracted local and international visitors. 

Organised by the National Parks Board (NParks) and Gardens by the Bay, the 
main Festival returned with 73 tastefully-curated displays by local and 
international professional and amateur talents, spread across 10.1 hectares, 
including new horticultural displays with interesting plants and unique blooms. 
SGF 2018 was conceptualised as a tropical rainforest garden with pockets of 
gardens and displays filled with plants and flowers of varied colours in line with 
the Festival’s overall theme, “World of Colours!”.  
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(Photo: by Karen) 

A Tropical Rainforest Garden Exposition with New Horticultural displays.  

A tropical rainforest garden was sculpted out of The Meadow, bringing the visitor 
through rainforest clad mountains, valleys and open plains all the way to the 
Supertree Grove. Within this rainforest matrix featuring over 6,500 trees and 
100,000 plants of 1,200 species, SGF 2018 promised visual surprises with garden 
displays carefully curated by NParks staff that feature plants and flowers of a 
multitude of colours and hues. The design of the displays leveraged on the 
existing plants, features and terrain in Gardens by the Bay, created an interesting 
contrast between natural elements and man-made features like the Supertrees. 
Visitors experienced walking through a tropical rainforest garden punctuated with 
open spaces and explore gardens that showcased various habitats such as 
freshwater swamps and sub-tropical meadows.  

 
(Photo: by Karen) 

Rainforest Garden 
 

At The Meadow, The Mountains provide a stunning entrance to the Festival with 
lush greenery with autumn colours. Here, people enjoyed exploring the Vanda 
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Valley, a plethora of unique vandaceous orchids, and the Flower Field, which 
recreates a sub-tropical meadow with colorful flowering plants.  

 
(Photo: by NParks) 

Vanda Valey, where some 70 varieties of vandaceous orchid are planted here 
Entered from the Supertree Grove would experience meandering through a Lost 
Forest with towering trees and discover rare plants native to Singapore. As they 
continued along the path, they would pass through the Floral Canopy, a hanging 
exhibit featuring Bromeliads and other epiphytes, which leads to the Therapeutic 
Garden, a sanctuary for rest and relaxation. Plants in this display were chosen 
for their visually cool colours and pleasant fragrance. Amongst these was Mount 
Lemmon Marigold (Tagetes lemmonii), whose leaves that had a delightful fruity 
scent and could be harvested and steeped in hot water to make tea; and the 
Green Pepper Basil (Ocimum carnosum), a rare edible basil with a scent and 
flavour reminiscent of green bell peppers. Next to the Therapeutic Garden, 
visitors learned about the journey of how a flower transforms into a fruit at the 
Learning Garden. 

Additionally, this year’s Orchid Extravaganza in the Flower Dome was set to 
inspire festival-goers, especially since homegrown award-winning filmmaker 
Royston Tan headlines as its creative director. The orchid, which had always 
been closely entwined with Singapore’s heritage, will be showcased in a stunning 
arrangement conceptualized by the renowned Singaporean film director. More 
than 14,000 orchids of over 120 varieties will be featured in the floral display, 
alongside an exquisite showcase of prized orchids competing in the SOGA 
(Singapore Orchid Growers' Association) Orchid Show. 

 
Best of Show Designer Gardens at The Meadow 

As a world-class premier international horticultural show, SGF continued to 
attract strong interest and participation from award-winning garden and 
landscape designers worldwide. This year, SGF hosted 40 of the best designers 
from across the globe competing in the Landscape Gardens, Fantasy Gardens, 
Floral Windows to the World and Balcony Gardens categories at The Meadow. 

Among designers for the five fantasy and eight landscape show gardens was 
2016 Best of Show (Landscape Garden category) winner, Inch Lim from Malaysia, 
as well as 2016 gold winners Koga Katsuhiko and Kagae Kazuhiro (Japan; 
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Landscape Garden), and Leon Kluge (South Africa; Fantasy Garden). Singapore 
designers include Landscape Garden competitors John Tan, and Chang Huai-yan 
& Ng Sze Oun. 

Leon Kluge was another repeat winner – this time in the Fantasy Garden 
category. His garden titled “African Thunder” scored the highest amongst the Gold 
recipients to secure Best of Show. The display, which depicts rain bringing life to 
the dry landscape of Africa, also received the Horticulture Excellence award. 

 
(Photo: by NParks) 

The Best of Show This Year is African Beats by Leon Kluge  
This year, Inch Lim clinched the Gold award and Best of Show title once again, 
as well as the Horticulture Excellence award, in the Landscape Garden category. 
His garden is titled “The Wild and the Restless”, with reference to native and 
naturalized plants that have either existed in the Southeast Asian wild, or that 
have travelled vast distances – such as from the Americas – to get to the region.  

 
(Photo: by Karen) 

The wild and The Restless by Inch Lim (Malaysia), The Best of Show 'Winners 
in the Landscape, Fantasy, Floral Windows to the World, and Balcony Garden 

Categories 
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A special non-competitive Floral Windows to the World Installation will feature 
returning Best of Show (Floral Windows to the World) designers from SGF 2016—
Natasha Lisitsa and Daniel Schultz from the United States. Titled “Cascade”, the 
display is a celebration of water. Like the grand fountain in a civic plaza, this six-
metre tall sculptural centrepiece is a cascade of flowers that draws focus and 
commands immediate attention from all entrances of the tent. 

 
(Photo: by @sggardenfest) 

Floral Windows to the World ‘Best of Show’ designers Natasha Lisitsa and 
Daniel Schultz. 

People were also treated to Balcony Garden displays at The Meadow, where eight 
local designers contended to transform 3m-by-3m standard balcony-sized spaces 
into the most delightful and soothing retreats. This category was designed to 
inspire local home owners in the beautification of their own apartment spaces. 
Professional and amateur designers showcased their skill at the 11th International 
FDSS Cup Floral Designing Competition, while students competed at primary, 
secondary and tertiary 
levels at the Floral 
Harmony @Nanyang 
and Landscape Design 
Challenge.  

(Photo: by 
@sggardenfest) 

The Balcony Garden 
Display 
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