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AIPH Meeting – Melbourne – 19-23 March 2018 

 The Spring Meeting went well with 
positive feedback from those that 
attended.   

 The meeting included a Green City 
conference and members enjoyed 
visiting Melbourne International Flower 
& Garden Show as well as professional 
visits to nurseries and gardens. 

 The AIPH Board met with the NGIA 
Board as well and NGIA provided good 
support throughout the event. 

 During the meetings members discussed different plant health initiatives as well as 
the international vision project. 

Annual Congress – Padova, Italy – 17-22 September 2018 

 A strong programme has been prepared for the 70th Annual Congress in Padova.  
Thanks to support from Flormart we have excellent support and speakers for both the 
Expo conference and Green City conference.  With help from ANVE we have 
planned visits to growers in Pistoia and the week will include an anniversary dinner 
on the Tuesday evening.  Full details are at http://aiph.org/events/padova/.   

 Representatives from partner organisations have been invited to attend the 
anniversary dinner, these include BIE, ENA, Fleuroselect, CIOPORA, Florint, Royal 
FloraHolland, EPPO, IFLA and UPOV.  We have also attempted to contact past 
presidents of AIPH and SGs. 

 The Board meeting will be 17 September. 

International Grower of the Year 2019 

 The awards gala dinner will take place at IPM Essen on 22 January.  
 Sponsorship has been secured from Royal FloraHolland and Poppelman have also 

re-confirmed.  Work is underway to identify more sponsors.   
 All details for the event can be viewed at www.aiph.org/groweroftheyear.  The 

booking site is live. 
 This year we are using an online system to help the jury complete their work. 

Expos (see also Exhibitions Committee Report) 

 Greentech 2018 – Took place in June 2018 as the first D Class expo approved by 
AIPH.  The event was a success by all accounts and much bigger than before.     

 Flormart 2018 – This will run alongside AIPH Annual Congress in September. 
 Taichung 2018/19 – Visited by T Briercliffe and B Oosterom in March.  The Expo 

appears to be on track with opening scheduled for 3 November.  TFDA Chinese 
Taipei is managing the international participants.  The AIPH garden, designed by 



Nilufer Danis, will be constructed by a reputable landscape company in 
August/September. 

 Bologna 2019 – The organisers have informed us that this event will no longer take 
place.   

 Beijing 2019 – Beijing have almost reached the target of 100 countries which they 
are likely to exceed by some margin.  T Briercliffe attended the first International 
Participants Meeting (IPM) on 25-26 June and gave a speech.  Around 80 countries 
were in attendance.  AIPH is working on design and construction of a garden at the 
Expo.   

 Sydney 2020 – Australis has confirmed that they will not proceed with 2020 and 
instead they are hoping to prepare an application for 2022/23.    

 Yangzhou 2021 – An inspection visit will take place later in 2018. 
 Hatay 2021 – Progress here is slow and elections in Turkey have slowed this down 

further.  T Briercliffe will visit in late 2018 to assess the situation. 
 Qatar 2021/22 – This Expo now has the full approval of AIPH and has submitted an 

application to BIE for recognition.  Qatar and Floriade 2022 have reached an 
agreement for working together.   

 Almere 2022 – T Briercliffe and B Oosterom visited Almere on 17 May.  It was good 
to see many trees had been planted and plans are firming up for international 
participation.  The election success of the mayor has given further strength to the 
organisation but there is much still to be done.     

 Lodz, Poland 2024 – Lodz were delighted with their success in gaining AIPH 
approval.  The Mayor is currently campaigning for re-election and is optimistic for 
success.  T Briercliffe met with the organisers in London on 25 May.  They were 
preparing a tender for full feasibility/implementation study. 

 Kahramanmaras, Turkey 2023 – A site inspection was conducted by T Briercliffe 
and K Chung on 1-4 May.  This followed an earlier site visit by O Bagdatlioglu.  A full 
application will be presented in Padova congress. 

 Yokohama, Japan – A team from Yokohama will attend the Congress in Padova.  
However, an application is not expected until 2019.  This depends on the success of 
the application of Osaka to host the World Expo (BIE) in 2025 which will be known in 
November. 

 C Class Expos  - Floralies Internationales Nantes was pleased to be approved by 
AIPH in March.   

Green City (See also Green City Committee Report) 

 The programme and speakers for the Green City conference in Padova can be 
viewed at http://aiph.org/events/padova/greencity/. 

 Plans are in development to expand AIPH work on Green City with the appointment 
of a International Relations Manager and a contract with ‘Green Cities’ (Hanim Dur 
and Pinar Acar). 

Novelty Protection (See also Ornamentals Production Committee Report) 

 Novelty Protection SPG meeting will take place in Padova on 20 September.  This 
will include a presentation from Edgar Krieger (CIOPORA).  AIPH and CIOPORA are 
working together to prepare a presentation to be given at the next meeting of UPOV. 

 Mia Buma will meet with T Briercliffe, T Edwards and B Oosterom in UK on 30 
August. 

Plant Health 



 During the members meeting in Melbourne there was not much enthusiasm for AIPH 
to take a leading role in a certification scheme in this area so this will not be pursued. 

International Vision Project 

 Project Manager, Joep Hendricks produced a large final report.  We have had 
discussions on how best to communicate the outputs of this project and are looking 
into creating a film or presentation that can be used by members and also to offering 
Joep to speak at events in target countries within the project.   

 AIPH funded some additional research (by Metrixlab) into the Chinese consumer by 
monitoring their mentions of plants on the Weibo social media platform.  This has 
created some interesting insights which we hope to share within the project and 
during the Flower summit to take place in Beijing in 2019. 

Statistical Yearbook 

 Work is underway for the 2018 edition which is due for launch in September 2018. 

AIPH Flower Auction Group 

 This group will next meet in Padova on 23 September.  The meeting will include 
presentations from AUCXIS and an auction market in the fruit/veg sector. 

FloraCulture International 

 AIPH became the owner of FCI in early May.  
Angie Duffree became an AIPH employee at that 
time in her role as FCI Media Account Manager.  
Ron van der Ploeg has resumed his role as Editor.  

 AIPH has appointed Roger Bottomley as an 
Account Manager to support Angie with 
advertising sales.  He will be based from UK 
office. 

 AIPH has appointed Penelope Tomkins as 
Communications Executive (based in UK office).  
Penelope will spend 50% of her time as an 
editorial assistant for FCI and 50% of her time 
developing AIPH communications and marketing. 

 Ron and Angie are developing a plan for the 
magazine for the year ahead. This will involve 
some re-branding, increasing circulation and a 
focus on getting advertisers back to the publication. 

 AIPH are making a new agreement for distribution with a contact in India and we 
hope to re-start the Chinese edition of FCI. 

 The magazine can be viewed at https://www.floraculture.eu/ where you can also sign 
up to receive the newsletter. 

Office 

 AIPH is midway through the process of trying to recruit an ‘International Relations 
Manager’. This role has been identified as the best fit following discussions about a 
Green City Manager and Expo Manager.  It was felt that the best candidates will be 
attracted by a role that covers both of these activities which would then be supported 
by specialist consultants as required.   



 Overall, this means we are recruiting three positions: 
1. International Relations Manager – to be confirmed 
2. Communications Executive – Penelope Tomkins 
3. Account Manager – Roger Bottomley 

Miscellaneous 

 T Briercliffe joined representatives 
from China Flower Association for a 
visit of Chelsea Flower Show, London 
on 23 May. 

 T Briercliffe attended the BIE General 
Assembly on 13 June 

 T Briercliffe met with PERA Events in 
Istanbul on 4 June so discuss potential 
partnership and sponsorship 
agreement. 

 B Oosterom and T Edwards met with T 
Briercliffe in UK on 11-12 July to 
prepare for September Board and review progress. 

 M Rimland is actively promoting AIPH membership in India and making new contacts 
for us in SE Asia and USA. 

 B Oosterom attended the Union Fleurs meeting in Italy on 13 April.  This was the final 
meeting of Herman de Boon as president. 

 K Tambayong represented AIPH at the IFLA Congress in Singapore in July. 
 AIPH has issued 11 media releases since the last AIPH meeting.  These can be 

viewed at http://aiph.org/latest-news/.   

 

 

 

 


