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Exhibitions Report:  March – August 2018 

Summary  

Since the Meeting in Melbourne a site inspection has been carried out in Kahramanmaras 
(Turkey) and inspection visits have taken place to Beijing, Taichung and Almere.  
Considerable work is underway in the design and construction of the AIPH gardens in 
Taichung and Beijing and it has been pleasing to secure an agreement between the Expos 
in Qatar (2021) and Almere (2022) for collaboration.  The approval of Łódź 2024 during the 
Melbourne meeting has also added an exciting new A1 Expo to the Exhibition Calendar in a 
new country.  

Section 1 – Exhibitions 

1.1 Taichung - Taichung World Flora Exposition 2018/19 (A2/B1) 

An inspection visit was carried out by Bernard Oosterom, Tim Briercliffe and Kevin Chung on 
26-27 March 2018.  Construction was well underway on all locations.  During the visit we 
met with the Mayor and senior officials.  This included discussions about management of 
international participants, including commercial activities, concerns about bureaucratic 
procedures and ticketing/promotion plans.  This was followed by a letter to Taichung 
Government.     
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The Expo is due to open on 3rd November 2018 and will be preceded by the work of an 
international honorary jury. 

AIPH is also preparing a garden at the Expo.  This has been designed by Nilufer Danis who 
also designed the AIPH garden in Antalya. 

   

 

1.2 International Horticultural Exposition Beijing China 2019 (A1)  

An inspection visit was carried out by Tim Briercliffe, Bernard Oosterom, Tim Edwards, 
Qixiang Zhang and CFA on 15-16 March 2018.  The Expo has made very strong progress in 
confirming international participation with many countries who may have never participated 
in a horticultural expo before. It is expected that there will be more than 100 countries 
participating.   
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Tim Briercliffe attended the first International Participants Meeting in Beijing on 25-26 June 
2018.  International participants had the opportunity to visit the Expo site and progress their 
plans. See http://aiph.org/aiph_new/over-100-countries-expected-to-participate-in-expo-
2019-beijing/.  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AIPH has been invited to have a garden at the Expo.  Grant Associates have been selected 
as the designer and they are currently liaising with the contractor to start construction.      
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1.3 International Horticultural Exhibition Yangzhou China 2021 (B)  

An inspection visit will take place later in 2018. 

1.4 Expo Bologna Emilia-Romagne 2019 - Italy (B) 

This Expo has been withdrawn and will now not take place.  

1.5 Australis 2020 – Sydney, Australia (B – Provisional) 

This Expo will now not take place in 2020.  Australis has gained the approval of the Board of 
the Sydney Olympic Park Authority (SOPA) to hold Australis there in 2022/23.  It is expected 
that a new application will be made for this period in due course. 

1.6 Expo Hatay 2021 – Turkey (B) 

An inspection visit will take place later in 2018. 

1.7 Expo 2021 Qatar (A1) 

Tim Briercliffe visited the Minister of Municipality & Environment in Qatar on 13th March to 
confirm the commitment of Qatar in fulfilling the requirements of their provisional approval 
and to discuss the relationship with Almere.  The visit included a meeting with the Dutch 
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embassy in Doha.  During the AIPH Board meeting in Melbourne the Board confirmed the 
full approval of Expo 2021 Qatar after it demonstrated it had fulfilled the conditions set down 
when provisional approval was granted in January 2017.  Following this the Government of 
Qatar made an agreement with Expo Floriade Almere 2022 regarding how they will work 
together. 

Since then Qatar have now formally applied to BIE for recognition and it is hoped that the 
necessary procedures for this will be completed in time for formal recognition by BIE in 
November 2018. 

1.8 Floriade Amsterdam Almere – Netherlands 2022 (A1) 

Bernard Oosterom and Tim Briercliffe visited the Expo site on 17th May to meet with 
Janneweistska de Vries and the Floriade team.  Discussions included progress with Floriade 
and the relationship with Expo 2021 Qatar. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.9 Expo Łódź 2024 (A1) – Poland 

During the AIPH Meeting in Melbourne the members approved the application.  See press 
release at http://aiph.org/aiph_new/lodz-poland-granted-aiph-approval-for-a1-world-
horticultural-exhibition-in-2024/.  The Expo team have been working on a tender to hire a 
company to further develop the Expo concept.  In the absence of a Polish pavilion at Expo 
2019 Beijing the city will also be providing sponsorship support for the AIPH garden and will 
utilise the garden to promote their Expo.   

1.10 Kahramanmaras 2023 (B) - Turkey - Application 

The city of Kahramanmaras made an application for an Expo during the AIPH Meeting in 
Melbourne.  Due to the late application members requested that this be re-submitted during 
the Annual Congress in Padova.  In the meantime Tim Briercliffe, Kevin Chung and Hanim 
Dur visited the city to carry out a site inspection.  Osman Bagdatlioglu had also visited the 
city.  A full application is expected in advance of the Annual Congress. 
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1.11 Jūrmala (Riga) 2020 (B) - Latvia - Application 

Mr. Luo Jie from Silk Road Association (AIPH Affiliate Member) has been in discussion with 
the city of Jūrmala (outskirts of Riga).  They have expressed interest in hosting a B Expo.  
There is no further news on this. 

1.12 Shymkent 2020 (B) – Kazakhstan – Application 

Following meetings between Tim Briercliffe and the Governor of South Kazakhstan during 
Expo 2017 Astana Mr. Luo Jie has kept in contact to try to progress an Expo application for 
2020.  Bernard Oosterom visited on 15-17 November 2017 and participated in a conference 
and met with the Governor.  We are still awaiting formal contact and an application. 

1.13 Yokohama 2026/27 (A1) – Japan – Application 

Following a presentation by Tetsu Nomura during the Annual Congress in Taichung AIPH is 
now waiting for formal confirmation of an application. 

1.14 Floralies Internationales Nantes 2019 (C) – France 

The exhibition gained formal recognition from AIPH members during the General Meeting in 
Melbourne.  They are currently seeking participants for their 2019 exhibition.  See news item 
at http://aiph.org/aiph_new/the-floralies-international-flower-show-nantes-2019-gains-aiph-
approval/. 

1.15  Greentech 2018 (D) – Netherlands  

Greentech took place on 12-14 June 2018 at the 
RAI in Amsterdam.  Leonardo Capitanio (Italy) 
represented AIPH on the jury.  The event saw an 
increase in exhibitors and this will now become an 
annual trade fair.  Tim Briercliffe attended their 
‘Horticultures Forefront’ Summit on 11 June and 
this was reported in FloraCulture International.  
See 
https://www.floraculture.eu/meetings/greentech-
summit/.   
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1.16 Flormart 2018 (D) – Italy 

Flormart will take place on 19-21 September 2018 in Padova.  AIPH will hold its Annual 
Congress alongside the show.  See http://aiph.org/aiph_event/flormart-2018-d/.   

 

Section 2 – Strengthening the value in AIPH exhibition approval 

2.1 AIPH Expo Conferences 

The next AIPH Expo Conference will be held in Padova on 18 September 2018.  This will 
include presentations on the value of an Expo to a city, making your Expo commercially 
successful, running events in Expos and ensuring high quality planted landscapes.  It will 
also include progress reports and applications.  See http://aiph.org/events/padova/expo/.    

2.2 Contract with Sven Stimac 

During 2018 AIPH employed the services of Mr. Sven Stimac as AIPH Senior Expo 
Consultant.  It was agreed that he should complete the following tasks during 2018: 

 Update of the AIPH Guide for Organisers of International Horticultural Exhibitions. 
 Preparation of an example of a business case for horticultural expos. 
 Preparation of a paper on the ‘benefits of horticultural expos’. 

So far in 2018 Sven Stimac has completed the following: 

 Draft update of Expo Guide 
 Assistance in sourcing speakers for AIPH Annual Congress (Kees van Roij and John 

Boon). 
 Assisted in co-ordinating collaboration between Expo 2022 Floriade Almere and 

Expo 2021 Qatar. 
 Meetings with Expo 2024 Lodz. 

 
2.3 Contract with Green Cities 

During February 2018 AIPH contracted Green Cities (Hanim Dur and Pinar Acar) to carry out 
two projects relevant to Exhibitions: 

 Participant contact database – develop a list of contacts in each country to 
assist Expo organisers in making the right contacts for securing participation. 

 AIPH Expo archive – AIPH is aiming to develop an online archive for past 
Expos using some of the information collated for the World Expo Museum.  
This will be collated to enhance the AIPH website and historical resource for 
Expo organisers. 
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Section 3 – Other organisations and partners 

3.1 BIE 

Tim Briercliffe attended the BIE 
General Assembly in Paris on 13 
June.  An update was given by 
Beijing and Floriade Almere.  A 
meeting was also held with Lodz.   

   

 


