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AIPH Secretary General Report
February - August 2017

Tim Briercliffe
Spring Meeting 2017 – Ratingen, Dusseldorf

 There was good support from
members in attending the
Spring Meeting in January and
it worked well for members to
join the IGOTY dinner too.

 The meeting included Expo
applications from Hatay,
Bologna and Qatar as well as
an afternoon session with
presentations and discussions
on plant health, including from
EPPO.

 Members appreciated the
opportunity to link the meeting
with attending IPM Essen and
IGOTY.

Annual Congress 2017 – Taichung, Chinese Taipei

 This congress will be the first run according to
strategy agreed in January.  There will be two
conferences; an Expo Conference and a conference
on Ornamental Horticulture in South East Asia.
Committee activity will be covered within the General
Meeting which will be extended to half a day to
accommodate the additional information and
discussions.
 Thanks to financial support from Taichung City
Government we have been able to offer each AIPH
member one free place to attend the congress.
 The conference on Ornamental Horticulture in
South East Asia will support the AIPH International
Vision Project and provide a fascinating insight into
the growth of this sector in this economically
developing region of the world.  Presentations are
expected from Indonesia, Malaysia, Vietnam,
Philippines, India and Singapore.

 The Expo conference to be held on 27 September will include a session aimed at the
organisers of short-term international shows with case study examples.  There will
also be talks on visitor management and a presentation from the former Director of
the RHS Chelsea Flower Show on how to make shows a commercial success.
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Future Meetings

 We are currently in discussion with NGIA with the expectation that the 2018 Spring
Meeting will be hosted alongside the Melbourne International Flower and Garden
Show in Australia.

 We are in discussion with Brazil and Italy regarding the potential host for the 70th

Annual Congress in September 2018.

Exhibitions (see also the AIPH Marketing Committee Report)

 Greentech 2018 – Visited by SG (Secretary General) in March.  This was
announced formally in June to coincide with the launch of the online Greentech
Community Platform.  This is the first D Class exhibition approved by AIPH.

 Taichung 2018/19 – Visited by SG, President and Kevin Chung in March.  Work
needs to be speeded up and this was communicated directly to the Mayor during a
meeting.

 Bologna 2019 – Visited by SG in June.  The organisers are still awaiting final
approval and funding commitment from central government and this has delayed the
starting. They may apply for a later date, i.e. 2020.

 Beijing 2019 – Visited by SG and President in March.  Construction is now well
underway on site.  They are pursuing their target of over 100 participating countries
and members need to support their aims.  SG hosted the organisers at RHS Chelsea
Flower Show in London in May for meetings regarding UK participation.

 Sydney 2020 – Stephen Haggart has identified a new site in the former Olympic park
in Sydney.  This site seems to be progressing well compared to previous ones.  We
expect an application for the new site to be presented to members at Congress. SG
and President met with Steven Haggart in London on 28 July to discuss progress. It
is planned that a site inspection will be carried out by SG, President and Kevin
Chung immediately following Congress.

 Yangzhou 2021 – Visited by SG, President and CFA in March.  Preparatory work is
progressing well.

 Hatay 2021 – Visited by SG, President, Kevin Chung and Osman Bagdatlioglu in
May for formal site inspection.  Sites were recommended and we are now awaiting
proposals for how the sites should be developed to be presented to the Board in
September.  The contract was signed between AIPH and the Mayor of Hatay.

 Qatar 2021/22 – Despite the support of the Ministry of Environment the Expo has not
been formally approved by the Emir of Qatar therefore work cannot commence until
this happens.  SG met with Qatar Environment Minister in UK in March.

 Almere 2022 - Visited by SG and President in March.  Work is progressing well and
they expect to make their application to BIE in November.

BIE

 SG attended the BIE General Assembly in Paris on 14 June. Applications were
presented for Specialised Expos in 2022/23 (Lodz – Poland, Minneapolis – USA,
Buenos Aires – Argentina) and World Expos in 2025 (Paris – France, Osaka –
Japan, Ekaterinburg – Russia, Baku – Azerbaijan).  Expo 2019 Beijing also
presented a progress report.

Green City (see also the Green City Committee Report)

 The workplan for Green City, including engaging with international organisations, has
been built into a proposal submitted to the Turkish Department of Agriculture for a
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Green City conference in Turkey in 2018. AIPH was invited to do this following the
failure of Expo 2016 Antalya to meet our expected gate fee income. It is hoped that
this will be a project to address the issues within the Strategic Plan.  The proposal
was submitted in March and we are still awaiting the formal response.

 SG prepared a bid to the Expo 2020 Dubai ‘Expo Live’ fund to fund work on Green
Cities in the Middle East in line with their theme.  This was not successful.
Apparently only 29 grants were awarded from over 1000 applications.

Novelty Protection (see also the Novelty Protection Committee Report)

 SG and President met with Mia Buma in June to discuss NP SPG activities.  The
lobbying work that was being funded has reached a stand still just now but further
lobbying will be considered as and when necessary (i.e. when a legal test case is
brought).

Plant Health (see also the Environment & Plant Health Committee Report)

 There remains significant interest in this topic with work on an assurance scheme
underway in UK and development of Phytoweb in Italy.  This will be demonstrated by
ANVE at the General Meeting.

Statistical Yearbook

 Some members have completed the online survey conducted by Hannover University
but not many, despite reminders.

 The next edition will be prepared ahead of the congress.
 A Facebook advertising campaign has helped increase sales.

New AIPH Flower Auction Group

 The first meeting of this group will take place in
Taichung on 30 September.

 Flower auction markets from around the world have
been invited to participate and auctions in China,
Japan, Australia, Netherlands, Brazil and Chinese
Taipei have already confirmed.

Science and Education

 Nothing to report.

International Vision Project

 The last Steering Group meeting took place in June.
Project manager, Joep Hendricks, has struggled to
get good information in progressing the project.
The new plan is based on getting more market information from target/indicator
cities.  The project relies on close collaboration with Royal FloraHolland.

 The Conference on Ornamental Horticulture in South East Asia (during Annual
Congress) is a part of this project and will provide many expert contacts.

 The aim is to complete the project in Spring 2018 and launch the results at a special
event during the Greentech trade fair in Amsterdam in June 2018.

 SG and President visited Rabobank in June and secured their in-kind support for the
project.
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International Grower of the Year 2018

 We have received sixteen entries
from ten different countries
including applications for the new
‘Inspiring businesses’ and
‘Sustainability’ categories.

 The awards dinner will take place
on 23 January 2018 within the IPM
Essen trade fair.

 Sponsors secured so far include:
Royal FloraHolland, FloraCulture
International, Dummen Orange,
Florensis, Bord na Mona,
Poppelman and MPS.  Further work is underway by SG, President, Oliver Mathys
and Worldspan to secure more.

 IGOTY 2017 was hailed a success and was followed by a survey of attendees who
confirmed that IPM Essen was still the right venue. A film from the evening can be
viewed at www.aiph.org/groweroftheyear.  The overall winner was Flores el Capiro, a
chrysanthemum grower from Colombia.

Membership

 Asocolflores (Colombia) and State of Qatar were approved as Full Members during
the General Meeting on 24 January.

 The following businesses were approved as Affiliate Members at the Board meeting
on 22nd January: HPP Exhibitions, Netherlands; Dummen Orange, Netherlands;
Alessandro Rosso Group, Italy; Mr. Mucahit Sengal, Turkey; Big Dome, Chinese
Taipei

 The following businesses have applied for Affiliate Membership: Kistel Kenya, Kenya;
Far East Oriental Trading Company, Pakistan; CIOPORA, Germany; Flormart, Italy;
Gardens by the Bay, Singapore; Australian Garden Council, Australia

Office

 AIPH Communications Manager, Amanda Wallace is now on maternity leave having
had a baby girl.  She has been replaced by Sara Sharp (sara.sharp@aiph.org) who
has the same skills.  Amanda ensured a good handover before she went.

 As previously notified to members to enable AIPH to deliver professional meetings
and events to the desired budget, with a flexible workforce and with appropriate costs
for AIPH we have appointed Worldspan (professional conference organiser) -
http://www.worldspangroup.com/ - to provide event management support to
AIPH. Worldspan is experienced working with international associations and has a
strong track record in helping to grow numbers and profitability of association
events. Worldspan were appointed following an extensive evaluation of options and
we believe they will provide the support and commitment we are looking for to help
AIPH implement its new strategic plan and move forwards successfully. Our
principal contact at Worldspan is Mr. Gareth Burke who can be contacted on
events@aiph.org or by phone on (office) +44 (0)1745 828400 (direct dial) +44 (0)
1925 550144. You will be able to meet Gareth at the Annual Congress in Taichung.
This change has removed the requirement for AIPH to maintain an in-house event
management capability so Ms. Maria Wallin will be leaving AIPH.
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 Bernard Oosterom visited the AIPH office on 27 July.

Miscellaneous

 AIPH is involved in the Steering Group for a World Flora Summit to be held in
Aalsmeer, Netherlands on 7 November.  This will bring together international
associations (CIOPORA, Fleuroselect, AIPH, Union Fleurs, Florint).  It will be chaired
by Jaap Kras and hosted by Royal FloraHolland.  It is designed to become a summit
of global industry leaders and to facilitate more dialogue between international
associations in the supply chain.

 AIPH is promoting the GreenUrbanSpace Asia conference taking place in
Singapore in November.  There is a special discount for AIPH members.

 AIPH is promoting the Flormart trade fair in Italy in September.  AIPH members had
the opportunity for a free pavilion at this event.  It is expected the event will apply for
D Class approval in 2018.

 AIPH facilitated information exchange between members on the GMO petunias
issue and we were able to provide members with information long before it became a
big issue.

 SG will visit Expo 2017 Astana in Kazakhstan on 28-31 August.  In association with
Mr. Mucahit Sengul will meet with country commissioners and politicians to promote
participation in AIPH approved Expos and promote the concept of hosting Hort Expos
as well as AIPH membership.

 SG and President visited FloraDecora Trade Fair in Frankfurt on 27 January.

Other Organisations

 ISHS – ISHS are organising a conference on ornamentals as part of their next
Congress taking place in Istanbul in 2018 http://www.ihc2018.org/en/.

 iVerde – No update.
 ELCA – No update.
 IFLA – no update.
 BIE – see above.
 Union Fleurs – Bernard Oosterom will attend the Union Fleurs meeting in Warsaw in

September 2017.
 ENA – no udate.
 CIOPORA – AIPH is working closely with CIOPORA as we support a couple of their

recent statements.
 Fleuroselect – no update

Media Activity

 AIPH has issued 19 press releases since the Spring Meeting.  These have been
widely covered by AIPH members and the international trade media. They can be
viewed in full at http://aiph.org/latest-news/.


