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1 Opening and communications
Mr. Gery Heungens opened the meeting and have a special welcome to Mr. Martin Ward
of the European and Mediterranean Plant Protection Organisation (EPPO).

2 Minutes of the meeting held on 30 September in Antalya, Turkey
There were no remarks and the minutes have been approved.

3 Plant Health
Plant health / phytosanitary threats and controls have a big impact on global trade
in flowers and plants. Presentations from different regions addressed the following
questions:
 Are you satisfied with plant health controls in your country? If not, what are your

concerns?
 What is the industry (growers and trade associations) doing to reduce plant health

risks?
 What needs to improve?
 What role should AIPH play?

For different regions presentation were given by Augusto Solano (Colombia; South
America), Bill Stensson (Canada; North America), Haiyan Kong (China) and George
Franke (Netherlands; Europe).

In the discussion Mr. Edoardo Sciutti of the Italian Nursery Association ANVE said that
there is a page on the website of ANVE with a link to the PHYTOWEB portal, co-funded by
Ministry of Economic Development and Italian Trade Agency. It offers a search engine to
locate information of interest, whether related to the destination country, a plant to be
exported, or even plant pests. In addition, forms, customs and plant health authorizations,
quarantine pests on plants and packaging materials, plant material authorized and banned
for export, the regulatory references may be consulted. http://www.phytoweb.it/

Mr. Martin Ward, Secretary General of the European and Mediterranean Plant Protection
Organisation (EPPO) gave a presentation with the title “How we can work together to
minimise plant health risks”.
EPPO has now 51 member countries with active panels on Plant Protection Products,
Phytosanitary Regulations and Invasive alien plants. Ongoing activities are a Global
Database, EPPO Codes, Reporting Service and an Alert List. EPPO also makes
standards, e.g. for phytosanitary procedures, Pest Risk Analises, diagnostic protocols etc.
There are two activities hosted by EPPO with their own funding and governance:
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Euphresco, the plant health research co-ordination, and the EU Minor Uses co-ordination
facility.
EPPO is one of the nine Regional Plant Protection Organisations under de IPPC.
Global developments are:
 Shift from developing Standards to implementing them
 Shift from conceptual Standards to more specific practical Standards - toolboxes of

measures which countries may apply based on risk assessment
 Shift from dispute settlement to dispute avoidance (though many disputes never see

the light of day)
 Recognition that Standards are not always the answer

(e.g. to address risks from containers themselves)
 International Year of Plant Health 2020 - major opportunity for awareness raising and

collaboration!

Opportunities for collaboration are:
 Sharing of expertise in development or review of Standards (regional or international)
 Sharing of expertise in implementation of Standards
 Engagement in other forms of risk management

(e.g. EPPO / Council of Europe code of conduct on horticulture and invasive alien
plants)

 Sharing of intelligence on pests and pest movements
 Engagement in research and dissemination (Euphresco)
 Engagement in awareness raising

(International Year of Plant Health 2020)
 These may be best done at subnational, national, supranational or global level

In the discussion Sylvie Mamias of Union Fleurs noted there have been intensive
discussions about the new EU Plant Health regulations and that the aim of the industry
was to come to practical situations for the trade. The number of notifications increased the
last few years, but not for quarantine organisms, but for incomplete or missing documents.
Electronical certification can prevent this.

4 Other business
No other business

5 Closure
The chairman thanked everybody for his/her attention and participation and closed the
meeting.
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Activity report Committee for Environment & Plant Health January-August 2017

A. Plant Health

1. EU regulations
At the end of 2016 the European Commission published the final text of the new EU plant
health regulation. The new regulation will come into force three years after publication. This
means that from 14 December 2019 the new regulation applies for import into the EU and for
trade and production within the EU. The new Regulation focuses particularly on the prevention
of entry or spread of plant pests within the EU territory. Export from third countries into the EU
will be subject to more inspections and restrictions. All imports have to be accompanied by a
phytosanitary certificate. An import ban can be set if there are doubts about the phytosanitary
risks of certain products. All movements of plants within the EU have to be accompanied by a
plant passport.

2. Xylella fastidiosa in Europe
The bacterial disease Xylella fastidiosa, which has for many years been a very harmful
organism in North and Latin America (Pierce Disease in the Californian vineyards and the
Citrus Variegated Chlorosis in Brazil), spread to more regions in Europe. After the outbreak in
olive trees in South Italy and the findings on the island of Corsica and the south of France
near Nice, mainly in on the ornamental plant Polygala myrtifolia, the bacteria has also been
found on the Spanish islands of Mallorca, Ibiza and Menorca and recently also on the
mainland of Spain near Valencia on almond trees. For more information see EU website:
xylella-fastidiosa

In November last year the EU funded a project that establishes a multidisciplinary research
program to answer the urgent need to improve prevention for the control of Xylella fastidiosa.
The project will be developed over four years with the participation of a consortium of 29
partners, coming from 14 countries worldwide, coordinated by the CNR- ISPP “Institute for
Sustainable Plant Protection” of Bari, Italy. The participating countries in the project, called XF
ACTORS, are Belgium, Brazil, Costa Rica, Germany, Greece, Spain, France, Italy,
Netherlands, Portugal, Sweden, Chinese Taipei, United Kingdom and United States. The
overall objective is to develop a global strategy for the integrated management of Xylella
fastidiosa, with the intention of preventing the spread of bacteria and to mitigate the economic,
environmental and social aspects of epidemic conditions worldwide.
The involvement of the industry is of great value for the project and AIPH was asked to
become a stakeholder. George Franke is appointed as member of the stakeholder board.
For more information: http://www.xfactorsproject.eu/

3. New Phytosanitary regulations of the Eurasian Economic Union
The Russian Federation, Kazakhstan, Belarus, Kirghizia and Armenia form an economic union
and have notified in March this year to the WTO that “The Common Quarantine Phytosanitary
Requirements of the Eurasian Economic Union" will come into force July 1, 2017.
Trees and bushes of ornamental crops should originate from areas, places and/or sites of
production free from several pests like Phytophthora ramorum (sudden oak death),
Phytophthora kernoviae, Chalara fraxinea (ash dieback) and nematodes. Also, bulbs, bulb
tubers and rhizomes of ornamental crops should be free from western flower thrips
Frankliniella occidentalis and Thrips palmi, and should originate from zones, places and/or
production sites free of many pests.

Cut flowers and buds applicable for floral arrangements or decorative purposes should be free
from pests like western flower thrips, the whitefly Bemisia tabaci, leafminers, Puccinia horiana
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(chrysanthemum white rust) and many other harmful organisms. Besides that, cut flowers
should originate from zones free from Puccinia horiana, Didymella ligulicola (ray blight of
chrysanthemum), Puccinia pelargonii-zonalis (geranium rust disease) and Ciborinia camelliae
(flower blight). The definition of a “free zone” is a group of countries, some regions of several
countries, a country or a part of the country, for which the absence of the harmful organism is
scientifically proven and in which, if necessary, it is supported under the direct control
(supervision) of the authorized body for plant quarantine. Even if the cut flower isn’t a host of
the above mentioned pests (e.g. roses), the zone has to be free for export of the cut flower to
the countries of the Eurasian Economic Union.

4. IPPC-International standards (ISPM’s)
Like former years also this year the secretariat of the International Plant Protection
Convention (IPPC) started a member consultation on draft ISPMs on 1st July that will close on
30th September 2017. The following drafts have been published for member consultation:

1. Amendments to ISPM 5: Glossary of phytosanitary terms
2. International movement of cut flowers and foliage
3. Requirements for the use of fumigation as a phytosanitary measure
4. Requirements for the use of temperature treatments as a phytosanitary measure
5. Draft revision of ISPM 6: Surveillance
6. Draft revision of Annex 1 (Approved treatments associated with wood packaging material)
and Annex 2 (The mark and its application) to ISPM 15 (Regulation of wood packaging
material in international trade): inclusion of the phytosanitary treatment Sulphuryl fluoride
fumigation and revision of the dielectric heating section

Website: ippc/member-consultation-draft-ispms/

B. Invasive alien plants

1. EU regulation on invasive alien species
In the former report was mentioned that the European Commission published a list of 37
invasive plants and animals for which it is prohibited to grow, trade, sell, store or hold them
from 25 July 2016. In June this year the EC decided to add 12 new species to the list. Among
this 12 species, 3 species are of economic importance to the ornamental sector: Pennisetum
setaceum (Crimson fountain grass), Gunnera tinctoria (Chilean rhubarb) and Asclepias
syriaca (Common milkweed). Several organisation have objected to the decision.
Website: http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/invasivealien/index_en.htm

C. CITES
The Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora
(CITES) held its 23rd meeting of the Plants Committee in Geneva (Switzerland) on 22-27 July
2017. During the 17th meeting of the Conference of the Parties in 2016 several decisions were
made related to the work of the Plants Committee:
1. The Plants Committee shall consider the current production systems of tree species,

including mixed and monospecific plantations, and assess the applicability of the current
definitions of ‘artificial propagation’ and report back at the 18th meeting of the Conference
of the Parties (2019 in Sri Lanka).

2. The Plants Committee shall review current production systems for artificial propagation
and cultivation of non-tree-plant taxa listed in the Appendices and assess the applicability
and utility of the current definitions of ‘artificial propagation’ and ‘under controlled
conditions’ in Resolution Conf. 11.11 (Rev. CoP17).

3. Simplified procedure for permits and certificates. The CITES secretariat shall issue a
Notification to the Parties requesting Parties to report on their implementation of, and
experiences with the simplified procedures to issue permits and certificates to facilitate
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and expedite trade that will have a negligible impact, or none, on the conservation of the
species concerned.

D. Genetically Modified Organisms
In April AIPH was informed by its Finnish member that the Finnish Food Safety Authority Evira
had decided to remove from sale seeds and planting stock of the ornamental plant Petunia
characterised by the orange colour of the flowers which has been produced by means of
genetic modification.

Genetically modified varieties of Petunia are not authorised for cultivation in the EU. Only
some blue carnation varieties are allowed on the EU market. Other European countries like
Germany and the Netherlands followed the decision of the Finnish authorities and removed
orange coloured Petunia varieties from the market and production facilities. Also, the
Australian authorities became aware that unauthorised genetically modified (GM) petunias
have entered the Australian market.

The genetics in the Petunia plant, responsible for the orange colour, had its origin in 1987. It
was the Max Planck Institute for Plant Breeding Research in Cologne, Germany, that showed
that inserting a maize gene into a Petunia enabled it to produce the pigment pelargonidin and
take on a salmon colour. S&G Seeds, an affiliate of the Dutch seed company Zaadunie
(nowadays part of Syngenta), licensed the technology, but never commercialized it.

Recently the National Biosafety Authority (NBA) of Kenya has received an application from
Imaginature Ltd (an Israeli company) for environmental release and placing on the market of
genetically modified Gypsophila cut flowers in Kenya.
In Japan researchers have created a genuinely blue chrysanthemum by adding two genes to
the normally pink or reddish flower.

George Franke
August 2017


