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1 Opening and communications
Tim Briercliffe opened the meeting and informed the members of the committee that the
chairman of the committee, Gery Heungens, wasn’t able to attend the congress of AIPH.

2 Minutes of the meeting held on 15 March 2016 in Vancouver, Canada
There were no remarks and the minutes have been approved.

3 Activity report Environment & Plant Health
A. Plant health

The secretary mentioned that in the opinion of the phytosanitary experts of the EU it
isn’t possible to eradicate the outbreak of the Xylella bacteria in Italy and France. The
focus will be the prevention of further spread to other regions in Europe.

B. Invasive alien species
An EU expert group is working on an additional list for the list that was published in last
July. The horticultural industry tries to prevent that species will be listed that are
important in horticulture, like Lupine or Pennisetum.

4 Genetic Resources Used in Ornamental Sector and Environmental Health in Turkey
by Yesmin-Süs Bitkileri Sunuş, Çukurova University.

Turkey is a critically important country owing to its ecological advantages including a
wealth of herbal flora. Despite this, ornamental plant production which began in 1940, has
not developed as expect. Ornamental plant production is increased as 41.55 % (2005-
2013), and reached to 4512 ha during the last 8 years in Turkey. Ornamental plant export
is also increased approximately as 50 %, and reached to $ 82 million.
Ornamental plant production area in Turkey consists of:
• outdoor ornamental plants at 71.85 %,
• cut flowers at 24.48 %,
• indoor ornamental plants at 2.45% and
• geophytes at 1.23%.
Ornamental plants in Turkey are mostly exported to Netherlands (17.88 %), England
(16.11 %), Turkmenistan (13.57 %), Germany (13.14%) and Iraq (%11.37).
Turkey is a country that is optimally situated for ornamental plant production. Turkey has
an exceptionally diverse topographical structure, resulting in differing climatic features.
From 12,476 wild plant species in Turkey, 3035 are endemic.
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Cyclamen, Crocus, Roses (Turkey is one of the gene centers of Roses and 45 rose
species (wild type (24), old garden roses (21)) are grown naturally in Turkey.), Hydrangea,
Fritillaria, Iris, Tulip, Gypsophila, Dianthus.

Drought is a big problem in Turkey; all of the water reserves started to dry. Measures to
tackle this are creating water ponds and more awareness how to use water resources.
During plant production stage, farmers lose around 35% of their crops because of pests.
There is no integrated pest management and little knowhow about pests and the way to
control them. Good agricultural practice system that doesn’t destroy environment, plant
and animal health and promote natural reserves is not enough in ornamental production
system. Environmental problems happen because of the lack of waste management plans.

5 IPPC and International Standards on Phytosanitary Measures
Every year IPPC publish new or revised standards Phytosanitary Measures.
The secretary gave a short presentation about the role of IPPC in the phytosanitary world
and the procedures with regard to the international standards.
IPPC is the International Plant Protection Convention established in 1951 by FAO and
counts 182 contracting parties. The purpose of the convention is to secure common and
effective action to prevent the spread and introduction of pests of plants and plant
products, and to promote appropriate measures for their control. One of the objectives to
realize the purpose is the harmonization of phytosanitary measures by International
Standards (ISPM’s). IPPC is legally binding and the convention is recognized by WTO.
However, the standards of IPPC are not legally binding. For dispute settlement the
Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (SPS) is the
notified body.

6 Other information
Trade of endangered species (CITES)
The meeting of the CITES Conference of the Parties (CoP17) takes place from 24
September until 5 October 2016 in Johannesburg, South Africa. Of all the proposals 13
refers to plants. One proposal can be of importance:  Beaucarnea spp. Include in
Appendix II, what means that plants need a permit when exported. For EU-countries only a
permit is necessary when plants are exported to third countries.

7 Agenda items next meeting
Next meeting will be held during IPM Essen

8 Other business
No other business

9 Closure
The chairman thanked everybody for his/her attention and participation and closed the
meeting.


