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1.Expo 2016 Tangshan
Expo 2016 Tangshan was held from 29 April to 16 October 2016 in Tangshan, Hebei
Province, China. The core exhibition area is 540 hectares located in the South Lake
Eco-park in downtown Tangshan city. A total area of 236,000 m2 were planted with
different varieties of plants in the expo park, including 417 varieties of annuals and
perennials, 2583 varieties of trees and shrubs, and 1033 varieties of tropical plants.
408,000 trees and shrubs were planted and 190,00 m2 were covered with ground
covers along the roads connecting with expo site to the Airport and the major spots in
the city. 16 large green sculptures were built at the major locations such as Earthquake
Memorial Square, Earthquake Relic Park and Square of Railway Station. The expo has
made the city become a green city.

首批国家生态园林城市——南宁市

National Eco-Garden City - Nanning City, capital of Guangxi autonomous region

National Garden City 2016- Hohhot, capital city of Inner Mongolia autonomous region

2. National Garden City Program
29 Jan 2016, the Ministry of Housing and Urban-Rural Development released a list of 7
National Eco-Garden Cities, which is the first lot of this kind after over 20 years of
National Garden City Program. Meanwhile, 46 cities were awarded as National Garden
City, 78 counties as National Garden County, and 11 Towns as National Garden Town.
Since this program started from 1992, so far more than half of the cities in China (310)
have been awarded with National Garden City and 1/10 of the counties (212) as



National Garden County and 47 towns as National Garden Town. In October 2016, the
criteria for National Garden City was revised and improved.

The award of Yangzhou in 2003

3. National Forest City
In September 2016, 22 cities were awarded as National Forestry City. Since the
program started from 2004, 118 cities of 23 provinces, autonomous regions and
municipalities have been awarded as National Forestry City and 130 cities are working
towards the award. In August 2016, the State Forestry Administration released the
Approval Rules and Procedure for National Forestry City to collect opinions from the
public. According to the document, the awarded cities will be inspected every 3 years
and required to improve if they don’t meet the criteria or even removed the award if
they couldn’t meet the criteria in due time.



National Forestry City - Changchun city, capital city of Jilin Province



Country Reports, Green City Activities
Country: UK
Organisations: Horticultural Trades Association and National Farmers’
Union

A number of Organisations in the UK carry out work that could be seen as ‘Green City’
activities. As reported previously, some Trade Bodies have funded research into the
advantage of a high quality Built Environment (and importantly of the truly ‘Green’
element of that environment) and have produced publications that promote the
advantage of a high quality Built Environment. However, these are generally not
coordinated in the way that such activities are when a recognisable ‘Green City Body’
has been exists within a State.
One of the UK’s leading Town Planning organisations, the highly respected ‘Town and
Country Planning Association’, now runs a subsidiary organisation called the ‘Green
Infrastructure Partnership’. This organisation is ‘free to join’ by any interested parties,
it includes more than 1,000 interested people and organisations and is very well placed
to take on the role of coordinating all Green City activities within the UK: it is hoped
that this will happen over time. A lack of funding holds back that process at present,
but it is hoped that such funding will be found in the near future.
A number of member organisations within the European Nurserystock Association
made a bid for Green City activities from the European Union in April 2016. Had that
been successful it would have allowed the Green Infrastructure to get underway with
a program of work in this area, but sadly the bid was unsuccessful. This funding would
have amounted to a leveraging of €35,000 per annum (scaling up to €150,000 per
annum) for three years, the €35,000 was to be provided by a number of trade bodies
within the UK.  A second application is likely to be made in April 2017 and, if it is
successful, this will fund a number of Green City activities.
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Country  : CANADA 

Association  : Canadian Nursery Landscape Association and Canadian Ornamental 
Horticulture Alliance 

Exploring the creation of a Green City 
Foundation 

CNLA’s standing committee for Climate Change 
Adaptation is recommending that a Green City 
Foundation is created to help mitigate the 
effects of climate change. During the Green 
Summit in March 2016 in Vancouver, the 
group had identified two key initiatives that 
they felt were important to undertake. The 
first was the creation of a cultural shift, while 

the second was to support and influence government policy. This meeting was the impetus for 
The Climate Change Task force to be set into motion. Since that point, The Climate Change 
Task force has worked toward the formation of a foundation: The Green Cities Foundation. 
Green Cities is a community connecting plants and people for a greener, healthier urban 
climate.  

The key will be to align political and global relevance. The foundation will function as a method 
of mobilization to connect grassroots with industry and government to the climate change issue. 
It will tell the public and government that as an industry we have the ability to positively impact 
climate change mitigation and adaptation. From a business point of view, it will connect 
members and business to the horticulture value chain. Plants are the common denominator 
across all of the CNLA commodity groups. The foundation, if successful, will result in increased 
plant sales – meaning more growing, retailing, installing and and maintaining. Ultimately, The 
Green Cities Foundation would not only impact industry growth, but it would also serve public 
relations, conservation, philanthropic and humanitarian functions.  

Case Studies on Environmental Impact of Landscape Projects 

CNLA is working with a public relations firm to help increase the public image of our 
industry.  There are a variety of projects going on behind the scenes that we hope will increase 
the public’s perception of our industry and their need for our goods and services; as well as our 
positive affect on the planet. One of the projects is gathering case studies that inspire the public 
to think, “Hey! that’s something I could do. And wow, I can make a real contribution to the 



environment.”  The focus will be on ‘average’ homes, smaller-scale green infrastructure 
projects, condos, and volunteer-led activities; in order to connect with the average Canadian.  

Ministry of Environment and Climate Change Meetings 

CNLA met with the Ministry of Environment and Climate Change Meeting with Policy Advisors in 
addition the Ministry of Infrastructure and Communities.  Four working groups have been 
established in the “let’s talk climate change’ program: how and where to reduce emissions; 
clean technology, innovation and job creation; how to prepare for the impacts of a changing 
climate; putting a price on carbon. CNLA will provide comments and suggestions where 
appropriate. 
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Country : Netherlands……………………………………

Association : VBN / Royal FloraHolland……………………………

Green Agenda: From knowledge and skills
to cash register

8 projects theme wellbeing and green

Board business owners

Business network

Factsheets / desk research

Communication plan with the Green City
organization

Green Agenda business network

Evidence based results on the positive effects of
green space on health and well-being that are
sufficiently translated into concrete products,
concepts / new markets for our members.

A strong and diverse network in which, among
others, members of Royal FloraHolland are
involved.

The network is highly involved in the
development of innovative green concepts which
will be successfully implemented in practice and
of which knowledge is the foundation.

2016: External active participants: 50



case study Guaranteed measurably air
cleaner (Air Purifying climate system)

With all parties in the supply chain we develop
a green wall with innovative air pollutants
measurement.

The product consists of a green wall in
combination with a sensor , air quality display
and a ventilation system.

Pilot Green Healthy students

The preliminary results raise the question of how
a green and healthy study environment should
look exactly like and what effect it greener and
healthier to make the learning environment can
have on students.

VU researcher Jolanda Maas: "To answer these
questions we have co-written a new research
proposal we submit it to the top sector
Horticulture and Propagation Materials

The goal of this project is to investigate the
effect of the greener and healthier organization
of the learning environment of MBO, HBO and
university institutions lifestyle ,



Green Health Check

This tool , designed for urban professionals ,
makes clear what the contribution of green
elements into city design is for the health and
welfare of urban green - users and local
residents.

The contribution is calculated on the basis of
scientific knowledge.

Maps at the GHC tool give each target group and
a health aspect to which the effect is achieved .

Let it Grow

Let it Grow accelerates greener cities

Improves urban living by facilitating green
innovations and communicating about the value
of flower and plants.

Let it Grow Lab

We stimulate entrepreneurship by offering an
five month incubation programme, artist grant,
desks, events and broker service.

In this way, we help entrepreneurs developing
their new business according to their needs.



Organisation

We develop the lab Let it Grow by collaborating
with partners within and outside the floricultural
sector.

Let it Grow Communication

We give meaning to the value of flowers and
plants by communicating about this value by
storytelling via our online platforms and events.

In our green directory (at letitgrow.org) we have
a network of innovators around the world.


