
1

AIPH Secretary General Report
September 2016 – January 2017

Tim Briercliffe
Annual Congress 2016 – Antalya

 Despite concerns by some over travel to Turkey, AIPH
members supported the congress well which was
delivered to a high standard, with the support of OAiB
and Expo 2016 Antalya.  The congress consisted of the
following events:

o Monday 26 September – AIPH Board Meeting
o Tuesday 27 September – AIPH International

Green City Conference
o Wednesday 28 September – AIPH Expo

Conference
o Thursday 29 September – Tour of Expo and local

area
o Friday 30 September – Congress, Committee

meetings and General Meeting
o Saturday 1 October – Professional visits

 The International Green City Conference attracted over
200 delegates from 33 different countries.  For the full report see
http://aiph.org/green-city-conference/.

 The International Horticultural Expos Conference included a popular presentation
from the former General Manager of
Expo 2015 Milano.  For the full
report see http://aiph.org/expo-
conference/.
 The congress included a tour of
the expo site and local nurseries as
well as a reception in the AIPH
Garden at the Expo.  For a full
report see
http://aiph.org/aiph_new/68th-aiph-
annual-congress-broadens-
industry-knowledge-for-members/.
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During the Congress gala dinner Mr. Osman Bagdatlioglu was
presented with the AIPH Gold Medal for his work in bringing about a
successful Expo in Antalya.

Spring Meeting 2017 – Ratingen, Dusseldorf

 The Spring Meeting will take place
on 23 January 2017.  It has been
arranged earlier in the year than
normal in order to link with IPM
Essen and the International
Grower of the Year Awards gala
dinner.

 The afternoon session will be
open to non-members and will
focus on Green City and Plant
Health with presentations from
members and the Director
General of EPPO, Martin Ward.

 Members will be taken to IPM
Essen on 24 January and the
International Grower of the Year Awards has been organised to take place in Essen
on that evening.

Exhibitions (see also the AIPH Marketing Committee Report)

 Antalya 2016 – I visited Antalya to chair the International Honorary Jury on 27-28
October along with other AIPH jury members, Bernard Oosterom, Kevin Chung,
Qixiang Zhang and Osman Bagdatlioglu.  As an A1 Expo it is necessary to have
three jury rounds. I gave a speech at the awards ceremony that took place on 29
October.

 Ozan Cansever successfully completed his employment with AIPH as Garden
Manager for the AIPH Green Oasis Garden.  The garden, which was excluded from
the jury work, was given a special award by the Expo and many people commented
that it was one of the most popular gardens at the Expo.

 The Closing Ceremony took place on 30 October where Bernard Oosterom gave a
speech.
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 I participated in the National Day celebrations
for the Qatar Pavilion on 2 October where I
met the Qatar Minister for Municipality &
Environment and agreed to discuss further
with him plans for a possible Expo in Qatar.

 Tangshan 2016 – I visited Tangshan to chair the second and final International
Honorary Jury round on 13-14 October along with other AIPH jury members, Kevin
Chung, Qixiang Zhang and Mike Mehigan.  I also gave a speech during the Closing
Ceremony held on 16 October.

 Taichung 2018 – We have promoted participation in this Expo to members and I
expect to next visit in March 2017.

 Beijing 2019 – I met with the organisers during the return home from Tangshan in
October and at the BIE General Assembly in Paris in November.

 Almere 2022 – I have advised regarding BIE recognition.
 Gold Coast 2020 – See Marketing Committee Report.
 Yangzhou, China – See Marketing Committee Report.
 Bologna, Italy – I visited Milan and Bologna with Bernard Oosterom, Kevin Chung

and Osman Bagdatlioglu for a site inspection.  See Marketing Committee Report.  I
have provided subsequent advice and assistance.

 Hatay, Turkey – I reviewed the application from Hatay for a B Expo in 2021
 Qatar – I visited Qatar on 5-8 December to meet Government Minister and assess

the potential for an A1 Expo there.  See Marketing Committee Report.

BIE

 I attended the BIE General Assembly in Paris on 23 November.  Updates were given
from Antalya and Beijing.

Green City

 I arranged the programme for the International Green City Conference held in
Antalya on 27 September.

 I continue to promote Green City messages via Twitter, Facebook and LinkedIn.
 Work will commence soon on planning a potential Green City Conference in Beijing

in September 2017.
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 A draft Green City strategy, including how we co-operate with ELCA, has been
developed for consideration as part of the AIPH Strategic Plan to be considered  by
members on 23 January.

Novelty Protection

 AIPH has continued to support a project, run by Philippe de Jong, that aims to jointly
defend the interests of the “CIOPORA/AIPH Group” during stakeholder meetings with
the Commission (on the preparation of horizontal and vertical guidance documents)
and to get engaged even more closely by serving as an expert in the Commission’s
expert working group on the development of a vertical guidance document for the
plant breeding sector. Amongst various other topics of interest, the main purpose
was to highlight the importance of having material of commercially available varieties
excluded from the scope of Regulation 511/2014 because of the administrative
nightmare it would create.
The current situation is that the Commission has removed the case studies relating to
the use of commercial varieties from the case study chapter and moved it to the
unresolved issues chapter. This is still not the position that CIOPORA/AIPH had
envisaged (and neither have other organisations such as ESA and Plantum), but in
the context of the discussions held so far with the Commission, this is quite an
achievement under the circumstances (because the document now does not
blatantly say anymore that this activity amounts to utilisation, but that it is an issue to
be resolved, thus leaving it up in the air).

Environment

 A session has been planned for the Spring Meeting to enable a discussion on plant
health issues between countries and a potential future role for AIPH.

Statistics

 The 2016 edition of the Statistical Yearbook was launched at the annual congress.
This is published as a PDF but only available for purchase online from the AIPH
website.

Science and Education

 Nothing to report.

International Grower of the Year

 The awards ceremony and gala dinner will take place at the Colosseum Theatre in
Essen on 24 January.  Maria Wallin has been focused on organising this event which
is set to be a great international celebration of the best in ornamental horticulture
production.
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 Sponsorship has been gained from Royal FloraHolland, Expo 2019 Beijing, Dummen
Orange, Rosso Group, FloraCulture International, Greentech, Royal Brinkman and
Dutch Flower Group.

 Presenters will be Chris Beytes (Editor of Grower Talks) and Alexandra Schroeder
(German singer, presenter and performer) with entertainment from Italian singer

Gisella Cozzo who will perform with the Zurawski Band.
 Options will be considered by the Board for whether the 2018 awards should stay

alongside IPM Essen or move elsewhere.

International Vision Project

 Joep Hendricks (GYGGA Innoventures BV) has continued to manage this project.
Background research has been completed and target countries identified.  The visit
visit, to Japan, was completed in November.  The next Steering Group meeting will
take place in Ratingen on 25 January.

 I met with Joep on 4 November at IFTF, Netherlands, to review progress.
 A second year report will be prepared soon and the project is due to be completed by

the end of 2017.

Membership

 Greentech was approved as an Affiliate Member at the Board meeting on 26
September.

 Asocolflores (Colombia) is applying for membership and the application is to be
considered by members on 23 January.

 The following businesses have applied for Affiliate Membership: Big Dome (Chinese
Taipei), HPP Exhibitions (Netherlands), Mucahit Sengal (Turkey), Dummen Orange
(Netherlands), Rosso Group (Italy).

Office

 Maria Wallin (AIPH Business & Events Manager) has been very busy in preparation
for the IGOTY awards and the Spring Meeting.

 Amanda Wallace (AIPH Communications Manager) is continuing to provide PR
support for AIPH on a one day/week basis.

 The AIPH accountants, Kirkpatrick & Hopes, continue to provide bookkeeping
services for AIPH.

Misc

 I visited the IFTF and FloraHolland Trade Fairs in The Netherlands on 2-4 November.
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 Along with Bernard Oosterom and Gijs Kok I met with the Chief Executive of Royal
FloraHolland, Lucas Vos to discuss AIPH strategic plans and the value of an ongoing
relationship between AIPH and Royal FloraHolland.

 Along with Bernard Oosterom and Gijs Kok I attended a meeting, chaired by Jaap
Kras, which brought around one table AIPH with CIOPORA, Union Fleurs and Florint.
The group represented the flower supply chain and there are follow up actions from
the meeting to potentially develop a joint event together.

 Working with Spanish Consultant, Juan Carlos Diaz in preparing material on A1
Expos for the World Expo Museum to open in Shanghai in May 2017.

 I visited IGOTY 2016 Finalist grower Dashine Nursery in Tianjin, China along with
Tangshan jury members and CFA on 15 October.

 I met with Mariska Deschler of Greentech at IFTF on 4 November to discuss the
potential for Greentech to become the first D Class AIPH-approved Exhibition

 I met with Garden Designer Nilufer Danis on 12 December to discuss the potential for
an AIPH garden at Taichung Expo

 I have continued work on developing a new Strategic Plan 2017-2020 for AIPH to be
discussed with members on 23 January.

Other Organisations

 ISHS – No update
 iVerde – No update.
 ELCA – No update.
 IFLA – no update.
 BIE – see above.
 Union Fleurs – Met with Union Fleurs at IFTF in Netherlands as part of a joint

meeting with CIOPORA and Florint.
 ENA – ENA members have been invited to the AIPH Spring Meeting (open session)

and IGOTY.
 IPM – no update.
 CIOPORA – AIPH is working closely with CIOPORA as part of a European lobby

group.
 Fleuroselect – Executive will attend IGOTY.

Media Activity

 AIPH has issued 12 press releases since the Annual Congress.  These have been
widely covered by AIPH members and the international trade media. They can be
viewed in full at http://aiph.org/latest-news/.


