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1. Introduction

The city of Yangzhou would like to gain the approval of the International Association of
Horticultural Producers (AIPH) to host a Category B International Horticultural Exhibition in
accordance with the AIPH Regulations for International Horticultural Exhibitions.  Yangzhou
would like to host the Expo in 2021.

On 1st May 2016 the Mayor of Yangzhou, Mr. Zhu Minyang, took AIPH inspectors, in the
company of a delegation from the China Flower Association (CFA) led by CFA Secretary
General, Mrs. Liu Hong, to the proposed site for the 2021 Expo.  Inspectors were able to
view the site and received an introduction to the draft masterplan from the Mayor and the
designer. The group were then taken to view the Peony Gardens and then to Zaolin Villas
where a presentation was made about plans and preparations and the group discussed the
proposal with Yangzhou officials.

During the afternoon the group visited the Marco Polo Flower’s Ocean and viewed the public
gardens of Yangzhou from a boat trip along the river.  In the evening the Party Secretary of
Yangzhou, Mr. Xie Zhengyi, held a meeting with the AIPH inspection group and CFA before
hosting a dinner.
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2. The proposed Expo

The proposed Expo site is located within Yizheng on the outer edge of the Yangzhou city
boundary.  By car the site is 30 minutes from Yangzhou city centre, 3 hours from Shanghai
and 1 hour from Nanjing International Airport. There is a population of 50 million people who
would be within reasonable travelling distance of the site.  In 2019 a new high-speed railway,
linking Yangzhou to Shanghai, will be completed further improving the accessibility of the
area. The proposed site covers an area of 220 hectares.  It is 2400 metres from east to west
and 950 metres from north to south.

Yangzhou city is already a National Garden City and National Forest City and has many
other green-related accolades.  Yangzhou has 44% green coverage and the city is
constructing 10 urban ecological centres, each covering 10 km2 and 60 small/medium size
parks.

Yangzhou is popular with tourists and attracts 1 million tourists each year of which 10% are
international.  The region has a strong horticultural industry and the city itself is renowned for
its beautiful gardens and heritage.  Planted area covers 13,300 hectares and much of this
shows off traditional garden forms and techniques.

Yangzhou is a relatively prosperous city with good international links.  It has 19 sister cities in
11 countries and business relations with 163 countries.  There is a strong interest for this
Expo to promote Yangzhou at an international, rather than just a national, level.  The Party
Secretary, Mayor and senior leaders within Yangzhou and Yizheng are very enthusiastic
about hosting the Expo and have secured the financial support of the Agricultural authorities
at the provincial level.
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3. Issues raised by AIPH and CFA

Following the visits and presentation the following points were raised:

 Infrastructure and accessibility – the site is within a relatively rural area.  The Expo
aims to attract many millions of visitors.  It is important to ensure that sufficient
research has been completed to ensure that the supporting infrastructure of roads,
rail and services is adequate to cope with this increased number of visitors.  Such
large numbers can put considerable pressure on related services and for an area
away from a major city this needs to be planned carefully.

 Water management – The proposed Expo site exists because of the construction of a
large adjoining dam.  The site area itself is low-lying land which includes lakes and
ponds.  The water table is clearly close to the surface of the ground and for this
reason the inspection team is concerned that the site may present problems with wet
ground and flooding risk.   It would be of interest to research the flooding history of
the site to check that this is not likely to be a future problem.  Vegetation currently on
the site is relatively immature and the crops in production, i.e. rice, thrive in wet soils!
We are not saying that this issue prevents the use of the site but we are saying that
this needs detailed research and an analysis of the site by experts in drainage, water
management and soils.  The inspection team would like to see evidence of this
further work to support your Expo application.

 Environmental conservation – Unlike the Expo site in Tangshan, this site is already a
beautiful area providing environmental benefits to the region.  It will be important that
plans for the development of the site conserve the environmental benefits already
provided and unnecessary loss of biodiversity and natural habitat is avoided.

 Expo theme – The theme you have provisionally identified is ‘Poetic Landscape,
Romantic Life’. We believe that you should re-consider this.  This theme could
stimulate a lot of creative designs for the Expo but does not really address your
broader ambition to be a world leader in city greening.  As your city already provides
magnificent horticultural displays it is important that you identify something unique
that will set you apart from past Expos and will provide the citizens of Yangzhou with
something more and something different to what they are already accustomed to in
their city.  Expos should be a place for education as well as entertainment and you
could consider looking at using the Expo to demonstrate novel thinking in horticultural
production. This could incorporate food crops too as feeding cities is a vital challenge
for the future as well as the benefits of greening and the techniques associated with
this including the greening of buildings themselves.
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 International participation – Through this Expo the city has an opportunity to
strengthen its international links and raise awareness of Yangzhou.  It is important to
develop a plan at an early stage regarding how you will ensure good quality
international participation.  It has been noted in recent International Horticultural
Exhibitions that the quality of garden design, landscape construction and horticultural
skills has not met the standard desired by AIPH.  Yangzhou start this Expo having a
city that already provides high quality horticultural landscapes.  It is therefore critical
that the involvement of international participants is of superior quality to that of past
Expos and to achieve this will involve more planning, resourcing and potentially
financial input to get the very best from the international participation that you secure.

 Post-Expo – It is important to consider the legacy and post-expo plan for the site
before you start.  It will be useful for us to know how the development of this site, with
this Expo, contributes towards your city development plan and what your plans are for
this site when the Expo closes.

 Green City – The Yangzhou Party Secretary discussed with us in some detail his
dream for Yangzhou to be a world leader in city greening. Within this he proposed
that Yangzhou host an international Green City Summit to which city leaders from
China, and around the world, would be invited.  If AIPH members grant formal
approval of your Expo then we would like to work with you on this.  AIPH is committed
to promoting the concepts of Green City around the world and would be keen to work
with you to develop a programme of joint activity to support this.  AIPH has been
developing the concept of an International Green City Award, which is in effect an
international competition to find the best examples of city greening from around the
world.  If we were to work with you on the development and promotion of this then
potentially your Expo could be the ideal place for showcasing the winners and
promoting all these best practices. This would make your Expo truly unique around
the world and would position you as a world leader in city greening.  This can be
discussed further with you if this is of interest.
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4. AIPH approval procedure

The procedure for gaining AIPH approval is detailed in the AIPH Regulations for International
Horticultural Exhibitions (revised October 2015).  Final approval is granted only by majority
vote from the members of AIPH at the General Meeting.  This will take place on 30th

September 2016 in Antalya, Turkey.  In preparation for this vote you are required to complete
the following actions:

 Completion of a feasibility study – the AIPH inspection team is satisfied that, as long
as you address the points of concern raised above in your application, then this will
fulfill the requirements of a feasibility study.

 Submission of completed questionnaire – please see attached that should be
completed and submitted to the AIPH Secretary General before 30th August 2016.

 Completion of site inspection – this has been completed and is evidenced by this
report.

 Formal letter of support from CFA.
 Formal letter of support from the host city/region.
 Formal letter requesting AIPH approval.
 Written confirmation that the necessary finance will be provided to deliver the

proposed Expo.
 Payment of financial guarantee – as detailed in the Regulations for a B category Expo

the payment of 100,000 euros is due now.  AIPH will raise an invoice to you for this
amount. In accordance with the Regulations then 60,000 euros will be returned to
you after the Expo following acceptance of a Final Report of the Expo.

 Presentation of your application – you are invited to present your application to a
meeting of the AIPH Marketing & Exhibitions Committee.  The next meeting of this
Committee will take place within the AIPH Expo Conference to take place on 28th

September 2016 in Antalya, Turkey.  You are encouraged to attend the meetings of
AIPH that will take place that week from 27th September to 1st October and we can
provide further details of these and how to book, via CFA.

You will be informed of the decision of the AIPH members after the AIPH General Meeting on
30th September after which you will be invited to sign a contract with AIPH in which you will
commit to abiding by the Regulations for International Horticultural Exhibitions including
payment of the licence fee and related fees.  You will be provided with this contract in
advance.

5. Conclusion

The AIPH inspection team would like to reiterate our sincere thanks for all your hospitality to
us during our visit to Yangzhou. The team was impressed by the preparatory work that you
have undertaken and, assuming that the issues above are addressed and the correct
procedures followed, will recommend to AIPH members the approval of the Expo.

We look forward to seeing you again in Antalya in September.


