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16th September 2016

Dear Mr. Griep and Ms. De Vries,
Meeting between AIPH and Floriade 2022
It now seems some time since we met together in Almere on 29th June but I wanted
to follow this up with a letter. Firstly, I would like to thank you for hosting Bernard
Oosterom and me on that day and thank you for taking the time to explain the
progress that you are making with the Floriade. It is good to hear that you are
developing a very clear vision of what the Expo will be.
International Participation
As your theme is ‘growing green cities’ and ‘feeding cities’ your plan is to invite cities
to be the participants for the Expo. It is likely that, in association with Amsterdam,
there are many twin/sister cities that you have relations with around the world.
These will be a good starting point for your contact. Also, I know that Amsterdam is
a member of the C40 (http://www.c40.org/) which provides a network of cities
focused on sustainability and tackling climate change. Through these you have a
good deal of political contact already if you work through city governments. You
should also consider following up on the Milan World Urban Food Pact that was
signed by many cities during the World Expo in Milan last year. On the day of that
signing Almere hosted a seminar for cities to discuss how this initiative could be
progressed and the Floriade was presented as a route for this. It would be worth
your while finding out how much progress the City of Milan has made in progressing
this work. I notice that they have an event coming up called the Second Mayors
Summit of the Milan Urban Food Policy Pact (MUFPP) which will take place on 13-14
October 2016 at FAO Headquarters in Rome. See
http://www.milanurbanfoodpolicypact.org/mayors-summit-2016/. This may well be
something you would consider getting involved in as you may identify a role for
Floriade with this initiative.
However, although links with cities will be important for you it will also be important to
make contact with country governments. When you have the recognition of BIE it
gives you the authority to invite other countries to participate, from government to



government through diplomatic channels. You should make full use of this privilege.
For ‘official’ participation at an A1 Expo you will require the approval of national
governments and for many countries they will also be involved in providing the
necessary financing for participation. Therefore, whilst you can have a theme that
promotes the city aspect you should be working directly with national governments.
BIE
I know that you have met with BIE already. I would remind you to follow that process
through and comply with their timescales to ensure the correct recognition is secured
in enough time for you to make the most use of it.
Theme
We were interested to hear about the way you are looking to incorporate food into
the Expo. We agree that it is sensible to do this with the production of edible
horticulture being an important part of greening cities in the future. However, we
would also strongly encourage you to ensure that you make it a visual spectacle too
with beautiful and striking flower and ornamental plant displays. We have observed
that this is critical to the success of Expos like this. Nothing compares to the
powerful visual impact of flowers and trees and we would expect to see these at the
forefront of the Expo theme and implementation. Greening cities is of course also
about how ornamental plants are used to address the challenges that cities face so
please incorporate this fully alongside the food aspect.
Demonstrating the value of green
We discussed the various research going on to demonstrate the value of green. This
was covered during our congress in Vancouver in March. You can download all the
presentations from our Green City conference there at http://aiph.org/green-city/.
Other Expos
You mentioned that you would like ongoing information about the other expos in
development. After each of our meetings we can make available to you the
presentations that are given, so for example, after the Expo Conference on 28
September we can let you have all the presentations.
AIPH Science contact
We mentioned that the Secretary of our Science Group in AIPH is Rob Bogers. You
will find him to be a useful contact for horticultural researchers worldwide. His email
address is rjbogers.ishs@upcmail.nl.
AIPH Meetings and Events
We invite you to send representation to each of our two meetings that we hold each
year. At these meetings you will be required to make a presentation on the progress
with your Expo. I would also invite you to attend the Green City conferences that we
organize as I believe these will provide a strong network for you as you develop the
Floriade.
I would like to thank you for your efforts in trying to secure Winy Maas for our



conference. I know it did not work out on this occasion but we run such conferences
every year so we will definitely try again!
Thank you again for hosting us in Almere and I look forward to seeing you again
during our congress in Antalya.

Yours sincerely

Tim Briercliffe
Secretary General

c.c Mr. Bernard Oosterom, AIPH President

Mr. Kevin Chung, Chairman, AIPH Marketing & Exhibitions Committee

Mr. George Franke, NTR


