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Marketing Report: March – August 2016

Summary
This has been an exceptionally busy summer for AIPH with the opening of two International
Horticultural Exhibitions both in Antalya (A1) and Tangshan (A2/B1).  This requires
participation from AIPH in the opening and closing ceremonies as well as the international
juries.  This year also sees two AIPH Expo Conferences and a new application from
Yangzhou in China.  For the first time AIPH has overseen the construction of a major garden
in the Antalya Expo and continues to use every opportunity to be the ‘world’s champion for
the power of plants’.

Section 1 – Exhibitions
1.1 Expo Antalya 2016 (A1)

The Opening Ceremony took place on 22 April 2016.  This included a ceremony within the
new Congress centre on the expo site and a magnificent display of lights, music, dancing
and fireworks in the evening.  AIPH President, Bernard Oosterom gave a speech alongside
BIE Secretary General, Vicente Loscertales and Turkish government officials including the

President, Prime
Minister, Minister of
Foreign Affairs and
Minister of
Agriculture who is
also the Chairman of
the Expo Board.

Prior to the opening the International Honorary Jury met to visit all the
participating gardens and to conduct the first jury round.  Jury members include
Bernard Oosterom (Netherlands), Kevin Chung (Chinese Taipei), Qixiang
Zhang (China), Tim Briercliffe (UK), Osman Bagdatlioglu (Turkey), Vicente
Loscertales (BIE Paris), Veli Ortacesme (Turkey) and Hasan Yilmaz (Turkey).
Unfortunately many of the gardens were not completed at the time of opening
but most were completed over the following weeks.  By the time of the second
jury round in July all the gardens were completed.
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Visitor numbers on the opening days were
strong but visitor volumes were not
maintained and numbers are below
expectations.  Partly this is due to the difficult political situation in Turkey and perceived
dangers which reduced tourism in the region by over 60% compared to previous years.
Most of the visitors are Turkish so the organisers have switched to putting greater emphasis
on attracting Turkish citizens.  Reducing the ticket prices has been part of this calculation.

Tim Briercliffe carried out an inspection visit on 2 June where progress was reviewed and
recommendations made.

AIPH were invited to provide a garden on the Expo site.  This was designed by Nilufer Danis
and is the AIPH/OAiB garden.  As part of this AIPH have employed a staff member, Ozan
Cansever, via OAiB to man the garden and represent AIPH in the absence of the SG.

The theme of the garden is ‘green oasis’ and is designed to demonstrate Green City
principles.  It has been well received within the Expo and members will have the opportunity
to visit the garden during the Annual Congress.

The Expo appointed a new Secretary General in July, Mr. Firat Isik.

The final jury round will take place on 27-28 October and the Closing Ceremony will take
place on 30 October.
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1.2 Tangshan International Horticultural Exposition 2016 (A2/B1)

The opening ceremony took place on 29 April 2016.  This included a magnificent outdoor
ceremony and performances from local citizens in the presence of Mr. Zhang Qingli, Vice
Chairman of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC) and
Madame Jiang Zehui, President of the China Flower Association (CFA) among other
senior officials.

The Expo covers an area of 2260 ha, including a core area of 540 ha and an
experiencing area of 1720 ha in the South Lake Ecological Park, which was built on the
site of a former mining area. Close to the city, the Expo has transformed this derelict
lake-side landscape into a beautiful exhibition.

Prior to the opening the International Honorary Jury met to visit all the participating gardens
and to conduct the first jury round.  Jury members include Bernard Oosterom (Netherlands),
Kevin Chung (Chinese Taipei), Qixiang Zhang (China), Tim Briercliffe (UK), Mike Mehigan
(Australia) and other Chinese experts.
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By 22 July over 2.38 million people had visited the Expo and over 50% of these were from
other cities from within China or abroad.  The final jury round will take place on 14 October
and the Closing Ceremony will be on 16 October.

1.3 Taichung - Taichung World Flora Exposition 2018/19 (A2/B1)

Bernard Oosterom and Tim Briercliffe
visited Taichung on 26-27 February
2016 with Kevin Chung. During this visit
there was an official ceremony, with the
Mayor of Taichung, for the signing of the
contract with AIPH. Progress was
subsequently reported at the AIPH
Spring Meeting.

1.4 International Horticultural Exposition Beijing
China 2019 (A1)

Bernard Oosterom and Tim Briercliffe visited the
organisers in Beijing on 1 March 2016 to review progress
and this was subsequently reported at the AIPH Spring
Meeting.

On 24 May Tim Briercliffe hosted a visit by a delegation
from Beijing Expo 2019 led by Mr. Xie, the former Vice
Mayor of Beijing.  During this visit the group were taken to
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Chelsea Flower Show and a meeting was arranged with UK government and industry
representatives to discuss UK participation in Beijing 2019.

1.5 Floriade Amsterdam Almere – Netherlands 2022 (A1)

Tim Briercliffe and Bernard Oosterom met with
the new Floriade Directors, Mrs.
Jannewietskde de Vries and Mr. Jan Willem
Griep on 29 June in Almere. Work is
underway to refine the concept and masterplan
and begin the ‘making of’ activities.

1.6 Gold Coast, Australia 2020 (B) – provisional approval

AIPH granted provisional approval for a B Expo on a new site in Gold Coast for 2020
following the application made by Mr. Steven Haggart at the AIPH Spring Meeting in
Vancouver.  Since this time work has been underway to secure political support for the
project and further updates will be given during the AIPH Expo Conference in Antalya.

1.7 Other possible Expos

A delegation from AIPH visited Yangzhou in China on 1 May to conduct a site inspection on
the site they are proposing for a B Expo in 2021.  The delegation included Bernard
Oosterom, Tim Briercliffe, Kevin Chung, Sven Stimac and representatives from CFA.
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The visit included a tour of the very green
city of Yangzhou as well as the Flower Park.

A full application is expected prior to the
AIPH Annual Congress.  There will also be a
presentation from Dr. Xie Zhengli (Party
Secretary) during the AIPH Green City
conference on 27 September.

The municipality of Hatay in Turkey is
considering making an application for a B
Expo in 2021 as well.  Tim Briercliffe met
with their representative on 2 June in
Antalya and the Mayor of Hatay has also
met with Mr. Osman Bagdatlioglu to sign an
agreement with OAiB.  Hatay will make a
presentation on their ambition during the
AIPH Expo Conference on 28 September.

Section 2 – AIPH Regulations for International Horticultural
Exhibitions
2.1 Annual Inspections and Final Reports

During the AIPH Spring Meeting in Vancouver members approved the annexes relating to
annual inspections for Expos in the four years prior to an Expo and the new structure
required for Final Reports.  Further work is now required to develop new guidelines for
organising competitions at Expos.  The following Expos will be bound under the
requirements of the new Regulations: Gold Coast, Yangzhou and Hatay.

Section 3 – Strengthening the value in AIPH exhibition approval
3.1 AIPH Expo Conferences

In order to provide greater value and support to expo organisers as well as to promote
interest in horticultural exhibitions AIPH organised the first AIPH Expo Conference in Paris
on 19 March 2015.  The event was well received by all those that attended. Two further
events will be run during 2016:
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AIPH International Horticultural Exhibition Forum 2016, Tangshan – 29-30 April 2016 –
This event was run in partnership with China Flower Association and Tangshan Expo.  The
aim was to attract other prospective city hosts from within China and also to invite other

Asian expo hosts.  It was also an opportunity to promote expos to other countries who may
be considering an expo (e.g. Singapore, Australia, Japan, UK etc).  The forum included talks
from past expos (Qingdao and Taipei) as well as coming expos (Antalya and Beijing) and
Sven Stimac also spoke about making expos successful.  Due to the support of the
Tangshan City Government international delegates were offered free registration, hotel
accommodation and airport transfer. The event was a great success with over 100
delegates from China and neighbouring countries.

AIPH Expo Conference, Antalya – 28-29 September 2016 – This Expo Conference will
take place in the congress centre at the expo site and will include a tour of the expo and will
be part of the AIPH Annual Congress. The full programme can be viewed at
http://aiph.org/expo-conference/.

Section 4 – Other organisations and partners
4.1 BIE

Tim Briercliffe attended the BIE General Assembly in Paris on 15 June.  Updates were given
from Antalya and Beijing.  BIE Secretary General, Mr. Loscertales, is a member of the
international jury for Expo 2016 Antalya.


