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AGENDA
___________________________________________________________________________

Committee : Environment & Plant Health
Date : Friday 30th September,
Time : 12:00 – 13:00
Place : Xanadu Hotel, Belek, Turkey
Reference : 2106_Antalya_Environment_Agenda
Chairman : Mr. Gery Heungens
Secretary : Mr. George Franke
___________________________________________________________________________

1. Opening and Communications

2. Minutes of the meeting held on 15 March 2016, Vancouver (annex 1)

3. Activity report Environment & Plant Health (annex 2)

4. Work plan 2017 (annex 3)

5. IPPC and International Standards on Phytosanitary Measures
Every year IPPC publish new or revised standards on Phytosanitary Measures.
A short presentation will be given about the role of IPPC in the phytosanitary world and the
procedures with regard to the international standards.

6. Other information
Trade of endangered species (CITES) (annex 4 and 5)
The next meeting of the CITES Conference of the Parties (CoP17) will take place on 24
September – 5 October 2016 in Johannesburg, South Africa.
The meeting will be informed about the relevant proposals for endangered plants.

7. Expert Speaker
Prof. Dr. Yeşim Yalçın MENDİ from Çukurova University will speak on Turkish Genetic
Resources Used As Ornamental Plants

8. Agenda items next meeting

9. Other business

10. Closure
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Annex 1

M I N U T E S
___________________________________________________________________

Committee : Environment & Plant Health
Date : 15 March, 2016
Place : Vancouver, Canada
Reference : 2016_Environment_Minutes_Vancouver
Chairman : Mr. Bernard Oosterom
Secretary : Mr. George Franke
___________________________________________________________________

11. Opening and communications
Bernard Oosterom opened the meeting and informed the members of the committee that
the chairman of the committee, Gery Heungens, wasn’t able to attend the Spring meeting
of AIPH.

12. Minutes of the meeting held on 20 October, 2015 in Stresa, Italy
There were no remarks and the minutes have been approved.

13. Activity report Environment & Plant Health
The secretary mentioned the requirements in EU regarding the bacteria disease Xylella
fastidiosa and the new regulations for invasive alien plants.

14. Discussion topic – How North American Growers tackle sustainability
John Byland couldn’t attend this meeting. Therefore Vic Krahn gave the presentation on
behalf of John. He mentioned the sustainable pressures for growers driven by consumers
in North America. It is not as mature as in Europe. Pressures on growers from customers
is minimal. However, it will become greater by generation Y consumers. Mass merchants
are driving sustainability to growers more than the independent garden centers. They get
more feedback from consumers and are asking about pesticides, like neonicotinoids. Many
growers who supply to mass merchants channels have to produce plants that are free of
neonicotinoids. This is a real challenge for growers, as pesticides are highly regulated in
Canada and alternatives are often not available. The use of pesticides is more complicated
in North America, because most nurseries are generalists, not specialists. For example
Bylands has over 2,000 varieties of plants.

Tim Edwards said that in Europe entrepreneurs are becoming more aware that they have
a responsibility for what they are doing and what the consequences can be of their
operations. He mentioned the bacteria disease Xylella fastidiosa as an example. The
liability is becoming more important. Is that also the case in Canada? Vic answered that in
Canada it is the same and he gave the fungus disease Phytophtora in Camelia as
example.
George Franke asked if pesticides are becoming a political issue, like it is in Europe. Vic
answered that there are bans of certain pesticides that are not based on scientific data but
on political pressure.
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Justin Hancock from Costa Farms, USA, mentioned that his farm is certified by MPS and
Veriflora. In cooperation with retailers like IKEA, Aldi, Walmart and The Home Depot he
tries to achieve the requirements they have. The neonicotinoids are for Costa Farms also
a problem and they want to find solutions. They use social media to explain to the public
what they are doing and how they are doing it. For example they explain how they use
biological control in the crops.

Craig Regelbrugge from American Hort presented the association view. Veriflora and MPS
are primarily ‘sustainability’ certification programs, where the focus is ‘greenhouse’ more
than ‘nursery’. On the other hand phytosanitary certification programs have to be based on
a system approach; the process should be arranged in a way that you can do monitoring
during that process: ‘nursery’ more than ‘greenhouse’.
The driving force of sustainability is not yet the market, but more the wish to grow a good
product. The challenge is to get decisions and policies based on science and data and not
on narratives. Prescriptive vs. outcome-oriented and overarching vs. customer-specific.

15. Any other business
Craig Regelbrugge pleaded not to implement unnecessary phytosanitary barriers. Xylella
may not be a reason to set up trade barriers. For germplasm or young plants in tissue
culture the requirements can be in some cases less stringent.
Bill Stensson added that detection equipment is becoming more and more sensitive,
whereby it is getting more and more difficult not to detect harmful organisms.

16. Closure
The chairman thanked everybody for his/her attention and participation and closed the
meeting.
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Annex 2

Activity report Committee for Environment & Plant Health April-August 2016

A. Plant Health

1. EU regulations
At the end of 2015 the EU came to the final decision on the new EU plant health regulation.
The final text is not yet available.
As mentioned before the final proposals contain a much stronger import regime. Export from
third countries into the EU will be subject of more inspections or restrictions. It will take three
years to implement the new regulation. Many sections have to be elaborated in secondary
legislation.

2. Xylella fastidiosa
The outbreak of the bacteria disease Xylella fastiodiosa in olive trees in South Italy and the
findings on the island of Corsica and in the south of France near Nice, mainly on the
ornamental plant Polygala myrtifolia, are still the subject of discussions in Brussels by the
plant health experts. Many EU countries are very worried about the possible spread of the
bacteria to other countries in Europe.
As mentioned in the former activity report, the regional administrative court of Lazio, Italy has
suspended the emergency measures imposed by the European Commission: the obligation of
destruction of all host plants within 100 meters of an infected plant. The Court of Justice of the
European Union has ruled on whether the measures are fair and if they go against the
principles of proportionality and the precautionary principle. The Court of Justice was very
clear: there are no relevant factors or circumstances affecting the validity of the measures
imposed by the European Commission. Meanwhile the Commission has extended the buffer
zone in Italy to have more guarantees that no movements take place of possible infected host
plants.
In May the bacteria has been found in a Nerium oleander plants in Germany. The emergency
measures, destruction of host plants within 100 meters of the infected plant and statutory
restrictions of movement of host plants within a radius of 10 km for 5 years, has been taken.
Several countries started information campaigns for growers, retailers, landscapers, garden
designers, traders and anyone involved in importing and professional use of plants, like
DEFRA, UK
(https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/536465/xylella-
fastidiosa-impl-trade.pdf
or the Netherlands for travellers: https://www.nvwa.nl/onderwerpen/planten-plantaardige-
producten/dossier/xylella-fastidiosa/reizigers-en-xylella-fastidiosa

3. IPPC-ISPM
The member consultation on draft ISPMs started on 1st July and will close on 30th September
2016. The following drafts have been published for member consultation:
1. Definities: Glossary of terms (ISPM5)
2. Revisie ISPM Surveillance (ISPM 6)
3. “Pre-clearance” (Annex ISPM 20)
4. Growing medium associated with plants
5. Vehicles, machinery and equipment
6. International movement of wood
7. Requirements temperature treatments
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8. International movement of seeds

Website: https://www.ippc.int/en/core-activities/standards-setting/member-consultation-draft-
ispms/

Plant protection products/neonicotinoids
Discussions about the noxiousness of neonicotinoids for bees are still going on in Europe and
North-America. Publications with differing conclusions alternate. However, as concluded in the
last AIPH meeting, the discussion has become political and the big retailers play safe by
introducing bans for this type of plant protection product. They fear boycotts initiated by
NGO’s. But also national registration authorities are forced to withdraw or limit the registration
of neonicotinoids. In the Netherlands imidacloprid is only allowed for glasshouse crops when a
water purifier is present that is able to remove imidacloprid out of contaminated waste water to
99.5%.

B. Invasive alien plants

1. EU regulation on invasive alien species
In the former meeting was mentioned that the European Commission has made a list of 37
plants and animals and expected to publish it in March: 7 species on the list are terrestrial
plants, 7 are aquatic plants, including water hyacinth and fanwort. Those aquatic plants are
commercially traded. The publication was postponed until July. Since 25 July it is forbidden to
grow, trade, sell, store or hold those species. There is a transition period until 3 August 2017
for sales of already existing commercial stocks to non-commercial owners.

2. Workshop on invasive alien species during Expo Antalya 2016
Prior to the EPPO Panel meeting on Invasive Alien Plants (1-3 June 2016) in Antalya the
Turkish representative in the Panel, Ahmet Uludag, has arranged with the EXPO organisers a
one day workshop (31 May 2016) on invasive alien species. The secretary general of AIPH
has partially participated in this workshop and gave a presentation with the title: Horticultural
Industry perspective on invasive plants and regulation.

George Franke
August 2016
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Annex 3
Work Plan 2017 Committee for Environment & Plant Health

Chairman : Mr. Gery Heungens
Secretary : Mr. George Franke

The Committee for Environment & Plant Health functions as a platform to exchange information
and opinions of the member countries. The main objectives and work areas of the committee are:
1. Informing AIPH-members about relevant environmental issues and political developments in

the field of environment in member countries and in the organisations;
2. Looking after the interest of the ornamental sector in international organisations like EU,

EPPO regarding environmental and phytosanitary issues;
3. New Plant Health regime in EU
4. Following developments in eco labels and certification schemes like FSI, MPS, Global GAP;
5. Cooperation with EPPO in the field of invasive alien species;
6. CITES;
7. Biodiversity and genetic engineering;
8. Water management policies;

Work plan
1. In Brussels the new proposals for the legislation in the field of plant health, animal health,

seeds and official controls, published in 2013 by the European Commission, has been
adopted. The coming three years the European Commission will work on many implementing
acts and the details of the legislation. As stakeholder AIPH will contribute in meetings,
seminars and conferences related to this new legislation and if necessary AIPH will prepare
statements and opinions from the point of view of the ornamental sector, whether or not in
consultation with other organizations.

2. EPPO organises yearly a panel meeting on invasive alien plants. As observer AIPH will attend
that meeting and will discuss the progress of the Code of Conduct on invasive alien plants for
horticulture. In 2017 the meeting takes place in Paris.

3. AIPH has not renewed its membership of FSI. As AIPH played a limited role within FSI and it
was difficult to express the added value for its members and the growers, the Board decided
not to continue the membership. However, the developments of FSI will be monitored by the
secretary and AIPH Board member, Gijs Kok is a Director of FSI.

4. Collection of relevant information on the above mentioned items and distribute it to the
members or put it on the agenda of the committee meeting(s)

Budget
Meetings EPPO and EU Plant Health     750,00

------------
Total budget € 750,00
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Annex 4

CITES 17th Conference of the Parties 24 September - 5 October 2016

The upcoming seventeenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to CITES (Johannesburg,
South Africa) will be considering 62 proposals to increase or decrease controls on international
trade in wildlife and wildlife products, submitted by 64 Parties from around the world. In total close
to 500 species may be affected by these proposed changes. 13 Proposals refer to plants (see
annex)

CITES works by subjecting international trade in specimens of selected species to certain
controls. All import, export, re-export and introduction from the sea of species covered by the
Convention has to be authorized through a licensing system. The species covered by CITES are
listed in three Appendices, according to the degree of protection they need.

Appendix I lists species that are the most endangered among CITES-listed animals and plants.
They are threatened with extinction and CITES prohibits international trade in specimens of these
species except when the purpose of the import is not commercial, for instance for scientific
research. In these exceptional cases, trade may take place provided it is authorized by the
granting of both an import permit and an export permit (or re-export certificate).

Appendix II lists species that are not necessarily now threatened with extinction but that may
become so unless trade is closely controlled. It also includes so-called "look-alike species", i.e.
species whose specimens in trade look like those of species listed for conservation reasons.
International trade in specimens of Appendix-II species may be authorized by the granting of an
export permit or re-export certificate. No import permit is necessary for these species under
CITES (although a permit is needed in some countries that have taken stricter measures than
CITES requires). Permits or certificates should only be granted if the relevant authorities are
satisfied that certain conditions are met, above all that trade will not be detrimental to the survival
of the species in the wild.

Appendix III is a list of species included at the request of a Party that already regulates trade in
the species and that needs the cooperation of other countries to prevent unsustainable or illegal
exploitation. International trade in specimens of species listed in this Appendix is allowed only on
presentation of the appropriate permits or certificates.








