21 April 2016

AIPH invites growers worldwide to enter the AIPH
International Grower of the Year Awards 2017
The International Association of Horticultural Producers (AIPH) invites ornamentals growers
from all around the world to enter the AIPH International Grower of the Year Awards
(IGOTY) 2017.
Brought to you by AIPH in partnership with Founding Partner, FloraCulture International
(FCI), the awards have been championing outstanding achievement in the sector since
2010.
They recognise best practice in horticultural production by the top ornamental production
nurseries from around the globe, celebrating the expertise and energy they give to
horticulture.
An international jury will look for excellence in five key areas: economic performance, level
of innovation, market orientation, environmental standards and human resource policy.
Crucially they will also look for the stand out features that elevate the business to be the best
grower in its field and the world.
Last year ornamentals growers from Canada, China, Germany, Netherlands, Turkey, UK
and USA reached the finals, where they competed for the global status of AIPH IGOTY.
Jose Costa, Executive Vice President of Costa Farms foliage division - IGOTY winner 2016,
testifies to the benefits that come from this award: “It’s exciting to see how the award has
increased our team’s drive to continue to grow, improve, and be the very best we can be. It
was an amazing way to kick off the 2016 season!”
Mr. Leo Hoogendoorn, CEO Florensis, IGOTY Young Plants Gold winner 2016, adds, “It’s
feeling a bit like winning the gold medal in the Olympics. It’s a great way for a company and
its staff to be rewarded. I recommend everybody who thinks they are out standing in our
industry to apply for this award.”
Once again the awards will take palce during IPM Essen, Germany. The event commences
with a drinks reception followed by a gala dinner and ceremony hosted by Chris Beytes,
Editor of US based GrowerTalks. After the awards there will be an evening of celebration
with live entertainment and international networking.

AIPH Secretary General, Tim Briercliffe, comments, “We encourage any grower that
believes in what they are doing and believes that they are the best to enter this global
contest, and we invite all those linked to the ornamental horticulture industry to join us at the
awards ceremony when the winners are announced in January 2017.”
The deadline for entries is 31 July 2016.
For more information, including a video from the IGOTY 2016 awards, visit:
www.aiph.org/groweroftheyear

Contacts
Maria Wallin, AIPH Business and Events Manager
Email: maria.wallin@aiph.org Tel: +44 (0) 118 930 8956
Website: www.aiph.org
Follow AIPH on Twitter @AIPHglobal

Mobile: +44 (0) 7825 816 266

Notes for Editors:
International Association of Horticultural Producers (AIPH)
Since 1948, AIPH has united horticultural producers in an international community that
thrives to this day. Much has changed in that time. Technologies advanced, cities rose from
the ground, and we have become more connected than ever. As a result, our essential bond
with nature has been weakened. AIPH strives to reignite and uphold an appreciation of
plants that we believe is a basic human instinct. We support the work of grower associations
globally and together we champion a prosperous industry, growing plants that enhance lives,
advance societies and sustain our planet, for this generation and the next.
For further details visit www.aiph.org

