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Activity report Committee for Environment & Plant Health

December 2015 - February 2016

A. Plant Health

1. EU regulations
The Commission proposed a new EU plant health regulation in May 2013. The proposal has
been submitted to the European Parliament and Council for co-decision. The Parliament,
Council and Commission came to a compromise at the end of the year. The council of
ministers has to finalise the decision process in the course of this year. The final proposals
contain a much stronger import regime.
If there is a presumption, based on a preliminary assessment that a plant or a plant product
originating in a third country presents a pest risk of an unacceptable level for the Union
territory, it shall not be introduced into the EU and shall be put on a provisional list of
prohibited plants and plant products. Only if it is concluded, on the basis of a risk assessment
that a plant or plant product does not pose a risk of an unacceptable level the Commission
shall adopt an implementing act removing that plant or plant product from the list.
This approach leads to a lot of extra bureaucracy and costs, obstruction of trade and
arbitrariness.
Another point mentioned before is the obligation of plant passports. All plants, also those
intended for the final consumer, need a plant passport. A plant passport contains the country
of origin, a registration code of the producer, the inspection service, a unique code for
traceability and the botanical name. Nurseries have to be inspected at least once a year and
have to be free of quarantine organisms.

2. Xylella fastidiosa
In the AIPH meeting in Stresa, Italy, Mr. Edoardo Scuitti from ANVE gave a presentation
about the outbreak and emergency measures of the bacteria disease Xylella fastiodiosa in
olive trees in South Italy. Thousands and thousands of olive trees, many of them several
hundred years old, have to be cut down. Whole communities in that area are disrupted.
Recently the Italian Supreme Court decided that the cutting down of the trees has to stop and
that only the pruning of symptomatic plant parts is allowed. The European Commission has
appealed this decision to the Court of Justice of the European Union.
On the island of Corsica and in the south of France near Nice the Xylella bacteria has been
found on the ornamental plant Polygala myrtifolia. In October there were more than 140 finds
in Corsica and in the same month the first spots in Nice were discovered. Trade of this plant
plays a major role in spreading the disease. As the plants are growing mainly outside the
eradication doesn’t give many problems.

3. IPPC-ISPM
The member consultation on draft ISPMs will start on 1st February and will close on 30 June
2016 for diagnostic protocols only. The following drafts have been already approved by the
SC for member consultation:

•Anguina spp. (2013-003)
•Dendroctonus ponderosae (2006-019)

There will also be a second member consultation which will start on the 01 July and end on
the 30 November due to the high volume of diagnostic protocols forecasted to be approved
for MC this year.

Website: https://www.ippc.int/en/core-activities/standards-setting/member-consultation-draft-
ispms/
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B. Invasive alien plants

1. EU regulation on invasive alien species
In the previous meeting it was mentioned that the European Commission will make a list of 50
most important species (plants and animals) for which measures for import, trade and
production will apply. In consultation with experts of the member states the Commission has
made a list of 37 plants and animals and expects to publish it in March. Twenty days after
publication the regulation will come into force. 7 species on the list are terrestrial plants, 7 are
aquatic plants, including water hyacinth and fanwort. Those aquatic plants are commercially
traded. No consultation with the industry has taken place.
The list will be extended. For several new species for the list risk analyses have been sent to
the scientific committee. For other species risk analyses are being made. Amongst them
several commercial plants like Acer negundo, Lupinus polyphyllus, Cornus sericea and
Solidago graminifolia.

2. Workshop on invasive alien species during Expo Antalya 2016
Prior to the EPPO Panel meeting on Invasive Alien Plants (1-3 June 2016) in Antalya the
Turkish representative in the Panel, Ahmet Uludag, has arranged with the EXPO organisers a
one day event (31 May 2016) on invasive alien species. The proposed name for the one day
workshop is ‘Workshop on the role of code of conducts on invasive alien plants and
horticulture’. AIPH has been asked to be a co-organiser for this one day event. AIPH can
provide a speaker and promote the event through its network. But other organisational
aspects we would need to leave to EPPO.
EPPO en Council of Europe has cooperated some years ago with the secretary in preparing a
Code of conduct on horticulture and invasive alien plants.

C. GLOBALG.A.P.
AIPH has become a member of GLOBALG.A.P. and in turn they become an Affiliate member
of AIPH. The secretary-general joined the stakeholder meeting on 28 January during IPM
Essen. Here you can download the powerpoint slides of that meeting.

GLOBALG.A.P. began in 1997 as EUREPGAP, an initiative by retailers belonging to the Euro-
Retailer Produce Working Group. Retailers became aware of consumers’ growing concerns
regarding product safety, environmental impact and the health, safety and welfare of workers
and animals. Their solution was: Harmonize their own standards and procedures and develop
an independent certification system for Good Agricultural Practice (G.A.P.).
In 2003 the organisation announced the start of the Flowers & Ornamentals Standard.
Driven by the impacts of globalization its goal of becoming the leading international G.A.P.
standard, EUREPGAP changed its name to GLOBALG.A.P. in 2007. GLOBALG.A.P. today is
the world's leading farm assurance program, translating consumer requirements into Good
Agricultural Practice in a rapidly growing list of countries – currently more than 100.

Since November 2015 the cooperation between MPS and GLOBALG.A.P. facilitates a
synchronized certification solution for the horticulture sector. It enables GLOBALG.A.P.
certified producers to participate in the MPS-ABC system in a one-stop solution: two
certificates with a single audit, with the additional benefit of having access to the MPS-GAP
brand when these assessments are also combined with GRASP or MPS Socially Qualified.
As of 31 December 2015 a total of 1,264 producers have achieved GLOBALG.A.P.
certification. Most producers come from the Netherlands (+79 – mainly through MPS GAP),
Germany (+42), Denmark (+40) and Italy (+35). An increase of 20% compared to December
2014.

George Franke
February 2016


