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1 Opening and communications
Vic Krahn opened the meeting and informed the members of the committee that the
chairman of the committee Gery Heungens wasn’t able to attend the meetings during this
congress.

2 Minutes of the meeting held on 18 March, 2015 in Paris, France
There were no remarks and the minutes have been approved.

3 Activity report Environment & Plant Health
The secretary mentioned the discussion in the EU regarding the proposal for a new plant
health regime. There are different opinions in Brussels. Some member states want a
closed import regime, other member states a more risk based approach. The European
Commission, European Parliament and the member states have to come to a
compromise. The current chair of the EU (Luxembourg) tries to finish the discussion for the
end of the year. If it doesn’t succeed the Netherlands will take it over.

4 Work plan 2016
The chairman gave a short explanation to the work plan. The major financial expenses of
the committee are the contribution for the membership of FSI.

5 Information and discussion on relevant environmental topics: Plant Health
a. Tackling the challenges of Xylella fastidiosa in Italy by Edoardo Sciutti of ANVE
Edoardo Sciutti, secretary of ANVE, gave a presentation on the outbreak of the bacteria
Xylella fastidiosa in the south of Italy (see presentation). In October 2013 the first outbreak
of Xylella fastidiosa was confirmed in the Apulia region. In February 2014, the European
Commission adopted the first EU emergency measures to prevent the spread of Xylella
within the Union. A year later the Italian Council of Ministers declared a state of emergency
and appointed a deputy commissioner for the emergency. A first plan of the commissioner
was adopted in March 2015, a second plan in September. Main objectives were: 1) reduce
the presence of the carrier; 2) eradicate the bacteria in the areas outside the infected area
and in the containment zone through the extirpation of infected plants and the other
potentially infected plants and host plants within 100 meters; 3) the destruction of the host
species of Xylella fastidiosa in nurseries. In the second plan the destruction of the host
species was not provided.
After new outbreaks in the south of Italy the European Commission adopted stringent
measures to prevent further introduction and spread within the EU. Import rules have been
further strengthened and movement out of demarcated areas is only possible under strict
conditions.
ENA, the European Nursery Association, made a statement in which it pleads for robust
EU measures, no national measures, establish the reverse strategy in Community
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phytosanitary policy, harmonizing and enhancing import controls, and asks European
politicians not to use pests and diseases as a political tool.

b. Managing Biosecurity in Nursery Production by Robert Prince of NGIA
Robert Prince presented the program “Managing Biosecurity in Nursery Production in
Australia”. Nursery & Garden Industry Australia (NGIA) has developed in cooperation with
Plant Health Australia (PHA) the ‘Biosecurity Manual for the Nursery Production Industry’.
Plant Health Australia covers the management and funding of responses to emergency
plant pest incidents, including the potential for owner reimbursement costs for growers.
Deed is a partnership between Federal Government, State Governments and Plant
Industry sectors/signatories and is managed by Plant Health Australia. The focus is on
protecting Australian industry and rapid response to address incursions. If eradication
deemed feasible the response plan costs are shared between parties.
The Biosecurity Manual for the Nursery Production Industry has been designed to assist
nursery producers and the industry from the introduction of new and invasive pests by
offering them six simple routine biosecurity practices. If the industry does not have
programs to manage risks external parties will establish controls. External controls can be
devastating to the industry, because it can lead to restrictions on plant movement and on
production methods.
NGIA has chosen HACCP (Hazard Analysis Critical Control Point) because it incorporates
a systematic science based approach relying upon the identification of hazards in a food
processing chain and changing the production process to prevent those recognised
hazards rather than rely on end-point inspections, testing and possible rejection of food
products. It can be used in any industry and at any stage in the supply chain by simply
changing the scope to include applicable hazards.

The NGIA has undersigned it, what means that they have a responsibility to all growers. It
is not mandatory, but to get compensation in case a crop has to be destroyed, the grower
has to participate in the program.
State government pays 25%, the industry 25% and the province 50%.

c. Improving Biosecurity in The Netherlands by George Franke
George Franke presented the project “Phytosanitary prevention in The Netherlands”,
started in 2014. Biosecurity or phytosanitary prevention has high attention, not only caused
by recent outbreaks like Xylella, but also because of the more stringent EU plant health
regulations that have been discussed over the last few years. Major aspects are:
• An agreement for a long-term collaboration between agro-industry and government/

authorities
• Prevention and eradication measures, emergency plans
• Covering remaining phytosanitary risks
• Financing of prevention measures and risk covering
• Organizational, legal and administrative aspects of the agreement
• How to raise awareness of entrepreneurs for phytosanitary prevention, a proactive

approach and implementation of hygiene measures
• Codes of conduct

6 Terms of reference
There were no comments on the terms of reference and these were approved.

7 Any other business
No other business.

8 Closure
The chairman thanked everybody for his/her attention and participation and closed the
meeting.


