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AIPH Secretary General Report
September 2015 to February 2016

Tim Briercliffe
Annual Congress – Stresa (Milan)

 We received good feedback from members regarding the Annual Congress in Stresa.
Members enjoyed the sessions and discussions as well as the location, hotel and
organisation.  It was good to be able to welcome Italy as a member once again too.

Spring Meeting 2016 and Green City Conference – Vancouver

 Plans are firmly in place for this event which incorporates a Green City conference
and Green City tour.  The AIPH meetings will run in parallel with meetings held by
ELCA and Canadian Landscape associations.  The programme will incorporate a
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meeting between AIPH and ELCA Board members.  The event is being organised by
CNLA with guidance from Bill Hardy and a steering group including AIPH.

Expo Conferences

 Two AIPH Expo Conferences are planned for 2016.
o AIPH International Horticultural Exhibition Forum 2016, Tangshan – 29-30

April 2016 – This event will be run in partnership with China Flower
Association and Tangshan Expo.  The aim is to attract other prospective city
hosts from within China and also to invite other Asian expo hosts.  It will also
be an opportunity to promote expos to other countries who may be
considering an expo (e.g. Singapore, Australia, Japan, Brunei, UK etc).  The
forum will include talks from past expos (Qingdao and Taipei) as well as
coming expos (Antalya, Beijing and Almere) and Sven Stimac will also speak
about making expos successful.  Due to the support of the Tangshan City
Government international delegates will be offered free registration, hotel
accommodation and airport transfer.

o Antalya – 28-29 September 2016 – This Expo Conference will take place in
the congress centre at the expo site and will include a tour of the expo and
will be part of the AIPH Annual Congress.

Annual Congress 2016 – Antalya

 We have agreed to run this event in conjunction with Union Fleurs.  We will plan
sessions together and separately. The Congress will incorporate a Green City
Conference and Expo Conference and the programme is below:

o Monday 26 September – AIPH Board Meeting
o Tuesday 27 September – AIPH International Green City Conference
o Wednesday 28 September – AIPH Expo Conference and Marketing

Committee meeting
o Thursday 29 September – Tour of Expo and local area
o Friday 30 September – Joint meeting with Union Fleurs and Committee

meetings
o Saturday 1 October – Professional visits

 Meetings on 26 and 30 September will take place in the hotel and the conferences
will be at the Conference Centre on the Expo site.  Union Fleurs delegates will arrive
on 28 September.

 Accommodation will be at the Xanadu Resort Hotel in Belek
(http://xanaduhotels.com.tr/en)

Exhibitions

 Antalya 2016 – I visited Antalya on 14-17 December 2015.  The former Secretary
General, Mr. Hasmet Suicmez, has been replaced by Mr. Kazim Aydin as from
December 2015.  During this visit it was clear that progress had accelerated
substantially with many buildings already completed and the landscaping starting to
look good.  There was still much catching up to do but this looked much more
achievable then previous visits.  Bernard Oosterom, Kevin Chung, Qixiang Zhang,
Osman Bagdatlioglu and I will participate in the international jury and attend the
opening ceremony on 22 April 2016.  I intend to make further visits to this A1 expo in
May, July, September and October.  These include the three jury rounds. AIPH will
have a garden, in association with OAiB, at the Expo.  Nilufer Danis (award winning
Turkish garden designer, based in the UK) has been commissioned to create the
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design. I attended a reception in the UK Houses of Parliament on 19 January to mark
the launch of the new industry action plan.  During this reception I spoke with
Government Minister George Eustace MP regarding UK participation in Antalya
Expo.  This has subsequently been confirmed.

 Tangshan 2016 – Bernard Oosterom and I will visit Tangshan on 29 February 2016
with CFA.  We were pleased with progress being made.  This is set to be an
impressive Expo.  The Competition Regulations have been approved and the
international jury appointed.  Bernard Oosterom, Kevin Chung and I will visit
Tangshan on 26-30 April for the international jury, opening ceremony and Expo
forum.

 Taichung 2018 – Bernard Oosterom and I will visit Taichung on 26-27 February
2016 with Kevin Chung. During this visit there will be an official ceremony, with the
Mayor of Taichung, for the signing of the contract with AIPH.

 Beijing 2019 – Bernard Oosterom and I will visit the organisers in Beijing on 1 March
2016 to review progress.

 Almere 2022 – Ms Esther van Garderen has been appointed an Interim Director
following the departure of Mr. Henk Meijer.  Almere will set up the new Floriade
Company which should be completed by late summer. Mrs. Jannewietskde de Vries
and Mr. Jan Willem Griep are the intended directors.

 Gold Coast 2018 – Since the provisional approval of this expo at the Annual
Congress the organiser, Mr. Steven Haggart, has changed the plans and has
identified a better site.  However, this means a new application for 2020 rather than
2018.

 UK – I gave a presentation to the UK’s ‘Garden Industry Marketing Board’ about
International Horticultural Exhibitions as there is increasing interest from both
industry and the UK government to host such an exhibition, potentially in 2024.

 Yangzhou, China – A delegation from Yangzhou will attend the Spring Meeting in
Vancouver as they are interested in applying to host a B Category Expo in 2021.

AIPH Expo Guide

 A new Guide on expo ticketing systems was written by Mr. Sven Stimac and Ms.
Manuela Dimuccio and introduced to members in Stresa.  This will be available to
members soon.

 AIPH has agreed a contract with Mr. Sven Stimac to act as a consultant supporting
AIPH work with expos.  This includes further developing the expo guide, developing
new annexes for the new Expo Regulations and working on content and sponsorship
for the AIPH Expo Conferences.

BIE

 I attended the BIE General Assembly in Paris on 25 November.  Updates were given
from Antalya and Beijing. BIE Secretary General, Mr. Loscertales, will be a member
of the international jury for Expo 2016 Antalya.

Green City

 I have been involved in extensive discussions to take forward the Green City project
ideas that were presented at the Annual Congress.  A final proposal has now been
developed for an ‘International Green City Award’.  This has been sent to the
organising Bureau of Beijing 2019 Expo for their consideration and Bernard
Oosterom and I will pitch this to them on 1 March 2016 in Beijing.  The project is
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developing a steering group which should include ARUP and Beijing Forestry
University as well as consultant Anne Jaluzot and Niek Roozen.

 We have actively promoted the Green City Conference taking place in Vancouver on
16-18 March 2016

 Plans are being developed for an AIPH International Green City Conference to take
place in Antalya on 27 September 2016.

 It has been suggested that Beijing could host an AIPH Green City Conference in
2017.  This will be discussed with the organisers of the Beijing 2019 Expo.

Novelty Protection

 The NP Sparring Partner Group (SPG) has been engaged in considerable discussion
about a number of activities which are covered in the NP Report.

 Due to time pressures it was decided not to hold a formal Novelty Protection
Committee meeting during the AIPH Spring Meeting in Vancouver.  There will be a
NP meeting in Antalya for the Annual Congress.

Environment

 We are planning to discuss sustainability issues during this Committee in Vancouver.
This will include presentations from John Byland (Bylands Nurseries, Canada), Justin
Hancock (Costa Farms, USA) and Craig Reggelburg (AmericanHort, USA).

Statistics

 The 2015 edition of the Statistical Yearbook was
launched at the annual congress.  This is published
as a PDF but only available for purchase and
download online from the AIPH website. There is
also a new pricing structure and the ability to
purchase just part of the publication (the yearbook
is available in three sections).

 The new prices are:
 190 euros for the entire yearbook
 140 euros for sections of the yearbook. The

two sections on offer will be:
o Introduction + Production data
o Introduction + Trade data

 A new agreement is in place with Union Fleurs
regarding their involvement in the yearbook.

Science and Education

 A number of companies that supply growers have expressed interest in supporting a
growers conference alongside the ISHS congress in Istanbul in 2018.
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International Grower of the Year

 The promotion of this event has been
a major focus of AIPH activity over
recent months. The gala dinner took
place on 28 January 2016 at IPM
Essen with over 220 people in
attendance.  The event was hailed an
overwhelming success by all those
present and significant media
coverage was achieved, especially
from FloraCulture International and
Floral Daily.

 Costa Farms from Florida, USA was the overall Gold Rose winner and the category
winners were:
o Young Plants – Florensis
(Germany/Netherlands)
o Cut Flowers – Arcadia
(Netherlands)
o Finished Plants – Costa Farms
(USA).
 We greatly appreciated
sponsorship support from Royal
FloraHolland, Expo 2016 Antalya,
Rabobank, Landgard, GlobalGAP,

Royal Brinkman and FloraCulture International.
 Plans are underway to launch the 2017 event and we hope to get entries from even

more countries
 View all results and photos at www.aiph.org/groweroftheyear.

International Vision Project

 Following the session at the Annual Congress further research has been carried out
and an additional session was run at IPM Essen where the breakout sessions were
repeated.  This included grower association representatives from Guatemala, Kenya,
Morocco, Belgium, Italy, Spain, Canary Islands, Netherlands, Hungary, UK, China,
Bulgaria, Poland, Greece and Uganda.  These will all become part of the project
network.
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 The steering group met at the same time and heard a presentation from Project
Manager, Paula Edgington outlining the countries selected for further investigation
and the rationale for this.  Ms. Haiyan Kong also gave a presentation about China

 Paula Edgington is stepping down as Project Manager so we need to find a
replacement for her to progress this work.

 The Year 1 report has been prepared for the funders.

Membership

 ANVE (Italy) and HEPMEA (Greece) were welcomed into membership at the Annual
Congress in Stresa.  It is not yet clear whether HEPMEA is in a position to meet the
subscription requirement.

 Philips (Netherlands), Priva (Netherlands), HortiAlliance (Netherlands), Doppelmayr
(Austria) and Val’hor (France) were welcomed as Affiliate Members during the
Annual Congress.

 Affiliate membership is also being pursued with HPP International Exhibitions
(Netherlands), INDEGA (Germany), GlobalGAP (Germany) and Wageningen
University (Netherlands)

 A database of prospective members has been developed.  Each prospective member
is added to the newsletter circulation list and invited to AIPH meetings.  Associations
from the following countries are on the database: Ireland, Colombia, Kenya, South
Africa, Ecuador, Ethiopia, Sri Lanka, India, Bulgaria, Poland, Serbia, New Zealand,
Spain, Russia, Singapore, Guatemala, Chile and Ukraine.

Website

 We continue to receive positive feedback regarding the new AIPH brand and
website.  We welcome suggestions from members as we continue to develop this
site.

Office

 Maria Wallin (AIPH Business & Events Manager) has now successfully completed a
year at AIPH. She has worked hard to make AIPH events successful.  She
successfully organised the Paris Spring Meeting, Stresa Annual Congress and
International Grower of the Year Awards.  This is a considerable workload for her first
year. Her focus for 2016 is on working with the organisers in Vancouver and Antalya
and on developing the Grower of the Year 2017 and meetings and conferences in
2017.

 Amanda Wallace (AIPH Communications Manager) is continuing to provide PR
support for AIPH on a one day/week basis.

Misc

 The legal case against Auxon is now scheduled to reach a conclusion in April 2016.
 I attended the International Floriculture Trade Fair (IFTF) and FloraHolland Trade

Fair (FHTF) with Bernard Oosterom from 4-6 November.  This included meetings
with FSI, Antalya, Union Fleurs as well as work to identify IGOTY sponsors and
partners for the International Vision Project.

 Bernard Oosterom represented AIPH at the Union Fleurs Gala Dinner on 7
November 2015.

 Bernard Oosterom, Paula Edgington and I attended the MPS/Union Fleurs/VGB
seminar on the future of the industry on 9 November 2015 in Rotterdam.
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 I visited Wayanad in Kerala, India on 22-25 January 2016 where I presented a paper
on ‘Growing the Global Market for Ornamentals’ at the ISHS Symposium for
Succulents and Other Ornamentals.  During this I also met with key Government
contacts who can assist us in gaining AIPH membership from India and contributing
to the International Vision Project. During the Congress there was also a 14 day
horticultural flower show taking place at the same venue.  This attracted around 2.5
million visitors while it was open.

 Former AIPH President, Dr. Doeke Faber, passed away on 4 January.  Many
members sent messages of condolences to his family.  Flowers and a letter were
sent from AIPH and Bernard Oosterom represented AIPH at the funeral service.  A
tribute was included in the last AIPH newsletter.

Other Organisations

 ISHS – Rob Bogers has discussed with the ISHS Board the potential for running a
AIPH growers conference alongside the 2018 ISHS Congress in Istanbul.  They were
open to the idea but further discussion on how this would work is required. I met with
Dr. Sisir Mitra and Prof Gert Groening during my visit to India.

 iVerde – No update.
 ELCA – AIPH and ELCA Boards will hold a joint strategy session on 14 March in

Vancouver.
 IFLA – no update.
 BIE – see above.
 Union Fleurs – Bernard Oosterom and I met with Union Fleurs President, Herman de

Boon as well as Richard Fox and Sylvie Mamias on 29 January at IPM Essen.  We
agreed to co-operate together on the International Vision Project and to identify a
joint agenda for the Antalya congress. Sylvie Mamias will join the AIPH Spring
Meeting in Vancouver.
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 ENA – ENA is supporting a bid to the EU for funding a Green City promotional
project.

 IPM – They are keen to continue to host the IGOTY gala dinner in future years.
 CIOPORA – AIPH is working closely with CIOPORA as part of a European lobby

group.  We have also been invited to their AGM.
 Fleuroselect – We have promoted the Fleuroselect winning varieties in the AIPH

newsletter.

Media Activity

 AIPH has issued 17 press releases since the Annual Congress. These have been
widely covered by AIPH members and the international trade media. They can be
viewed in full at http://aiph.org/latest-news/.


