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AIPH welcomes Royal Assent for Canadian Plant Breeders Rights
amendments
International Association of Horticultural Producers (AIPH) has welcomed the very recent
Royal Assent for changes to Plant Breeders’ Rights (PBR) in Canada.
The legislation in Bill C-18, an Act to Amend Certain Acts Relating to Agriculture and AgriFood, received Royal Assent on 27 February 2015 and puts Canada on a global level playing
field for Plant Breeders Rights.
AIPH member, the Canadian Ornamental Horticulture Alliance (COHA), an alliance of
Nursery and Floriculture sectors across Canada, is the largest user of this act and the PBR
Office in Ottawa and they worked hard to achieve this success for the industry.
With this news the Alliance will now be able to extend invitations to its international
breeders of new plant materials to ship their new products to Canada for distribution,
confident that these plant materials are well protected. These changes will bring
increased investment into new varieties for the breeders internationally and encourage
similar investment and research into new varieties domestically and for export.
Tim Briercliffe, AIPH Secretary General, comments: “Since the AIPH Congress was held in
Canada in 2013 we have been assisting COHA through the AIPH Novelty Protection
Committee. We are very pleased that Canada has adopted UPOV 1991, joining many other
countries in a joint commitment to protect the rights of plant breeders. International cooperation on subjects like this helps highlight the benefits to the industry of their growers
and trade organisations working together within AIPH”.

Contacts
Tim Briercliffe, AIPH Secretary General
Email: sg@aiph.org

Tel: +44 (0) 118 9308956

Website: www.aiph.org
Follow AIPH on Twitter @AIPHglobal

Notes for Editors:

Mobile: +44 (0) 7885 750324

International Association of Horticultural Producers (AIPH)
AIPH is a co-ordinating body representing horticultural producers' organisations all over
the world. It was set up in Switzerland in 1948 to stimulate the international marketing of
flowers, plants and landscaping services. Currently membership consists of 26
organisations from 19 countries. For further details visit www.aiph.org.

