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Landscape designer of London’s Garden Bridge adds inspirational 

finale to AIPH Green City Dinner 

 

A talk on London’s Garden Bridge by its planting designer Dan Pearson is set to wow guests at the 

AIPH International Green City dinner, held on board HMS Belfast in London on 1 April 2014.  

Fitting the theme of ‘Growing green and healthy places’ the motivational dinner-talk, which follows 

the conference at One Great George Street, London on the same day, will give guests a present-day 

example of what can really be achieved through urban greening. 

Celebrating Great Britain’s passion for horticulture, the Garden Bridge, designed by Heatherwick 
Studio, aims to provide a beautiful floating garden and public green space above the River Thames 
that can be enjoyed by visitors, Londoners and commuters alike. Not only will it offer a pedestrian 
only river crossing connecting South Bank with the Strand, but it also aims to: enhance the standard 
of living, support local wildlife, contribute to the city’s sustainability, and also generate on-going 
educational programmes.  

Garden and Landscape Designers, Dan Pearson Studio, were appointed to develop the soft 
landscape planting scheme which will have five distinct character areas that reflect the development 
of plant species from wild pioneers to ornamental garden cultivars.  
 
If planning consent is granted, construction is expected to commence in 2015 with the bridge 
opening to the public in 2018 
   
In his speech, Dan who is also an award winning landscape designer as well as an author and TV 
presenter will explain the project and what he has tried to achieve in his designs for it. The talk is 
supported by the Garden Bridge Trust which is a newly formed charity designed to drive the project 
forwards.  Chaired by Lord Davies of Abersoch, its mission is to raise the remaining funds in order for 
the bridge to be built and to manage the operations of the bridge in perpetuity to ensure that it is a 
pleasurable feature of London life forever. 

The dinner will provide a great finale to the day packed with greening inspiration by:  
 

 Annemarie Jorritsma, Mayor of Almere, The Netherlands, on how she is using the 
landscape to make her city greener. 

 Sir Richard Thompson, President of the Royal College of Physicians, on why green cities 
matter so much to public health. 



 Mike Kiely, President of the Planning Officers Society on how local authorities can use the 
NPPF to stimulate change. 

 Tom Butterworth, Natural England, on building the economic case for greening. 

 Leigh Hunt, Principal Horticultural Advisor, Royal Horticultural Society, on the potential for 
towns and cities to host new RHS urban gardens. 

 
The conference will also demonstrate international examples from China, The Netherlands, 
Australia, Chinese Taipei and the UK on what can be achieved.  
 
It is aimed at planners, local authorities, health authorities, the construction industry, landscape 
architects, green space experts, landscapers and the horticultural industry, and is preceded by an 
optional Green City tour on 31st March. 
 
For more details and to book places at the conference and dinner visit www.greencity-events.org.   

 

Images of Dan Pearson and the Garden Bridge are available at request. 

The conference and dinner are supported by a wide range of partners including: 

Contacts 

Tim Briercliffe, AIPH Secretary General 

Email: sg@aiph.org Tel: +44 (0) 118 9308956 Mobile: +44 (0) 7885 750324 

Website: www.aiph.org  

Follow AIPH on Twitter @AIPHglobal 

Notes for Editors: 

International Association of Horticultural Producers (AIPH) 

AIPH is a co-ordinating body representing horticultural producers' organizations all over the world. It 

was set up in Switzerland in 1948 to stimulate the international marketing of flowers, plants and 

landscaping services.  Currently membership consists of 26 organisations from 19 countries.  For 

further details visit www.aiph.org.   

Further information on the International Green City Conference 

Visit www.greencity-events.org for more information on content, venues, partners and hotel 

accommodation. 
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