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GREEN CITY AND PLANT HEALTH KEY SUBJECTS AT 
AIPH SPRING MEETING 

 
 
Members of the International Association of Horticultural Producers (AIPH) heard about 
major national initiatives on city greening from around the world as members shared their 
key projects and experiences during their meeting on 23 January near Dusseldorf in 
Germany.   
 
During the AIPH Green City Committee, chaired by Ms Karen Tambayong, members 
heard from Canada, China, Japan, Indonesia, Ireland, Germany, UK and The Netherlands 
about new developments to promote living green. China provided an update on their 
National Garden City and National Forest City initiative which now encompasses many 
Chinese cities. Ms. Irene Rompa from The Netherlands presented the ‘Let it Grow’ project 
supported by Royal FloraHolland. Let it Grow provides a way for entrepreneurial business 
ideas to be developed into start-up companies that should inspire new interest in plants, 
driving sales and city sustainability. 
 
Regional representatives from Asia, South America, North America and Europe also 
presented their perspectives on the plant health and phytosanitary challenges they face 
and what they are doing to tackle these. Mr. Martin Ward, Director General of the 
European and Mediterranean Plant Protection Organisation (EPPO), informed members 
about the work of EPPO in identify plant health threats and developing standards. AIPH 
will now further investigate this area to assess the role that the global industry can play in 
tackling these challenges that can stifle the trade. 
 
AIPH President, Mr. Bernard Oosterom, commented on the meeting saying: “It has been 
my privilege to have been present to hear so much fascinating information about the 
activities underway in different countries to promote city greening and to improve plant 
health. AIPH provides a unique forum for such discussion and I look forward to working 
with our members around the world as together we push forward these initiatives.” 
 
During the meeting AIPH also ratified a new Strategic Plan and approved new 
International Horticultural Exhibitions. Members all attended the IPM Essen trade fair and 
attended the AIPH International Grower of the Year Awards on 24 January.     
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Notes for Editors: 
International Association of Horticultural Producers (AIPH)  
 
Since 1948, AIPH has united horticultural producers in an international community that 
thrives to this day. Much has changed in that time. Technologies advanced, cities rose 
from the ground, and we have become more connected than ever. As a result, our 
essential bond with nature has been weakened. AIPH strives to reignite and uphold an 
appreciation of plants that we believe is a basic human instinct. We support the work of 
grower associations globally and together we champion a prosperous industry, growing 
plants that enhance lives, advance societies and sustain our planet, for this generation 
and the next. 
For further details visit www.aiph.org  
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